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U.S. Representative Deb Haaland Reflects on Her Pueblo Heritage
Deb Haaland, who served as the U.S.
representative for New Mexico's 1st
congressional district from 2019 to 2021,
is in the habit of making headlines and
history.
On March 15, 2021, President Joe
Biden confirmed her as the Secretary of
the Interior. What makes this even more
remarkable is that she is the first Native
American to serve as a Cabinet Secretary –
ever.
Haaland is a proud member of the
Pueblo of Laguna, one of the nineteen
Pueblos that call New Mexico home. The
Laguna have a long history in the
Southwest and still continue many of their
ancient traditions and culture on those
lands.

very sad parts of our history,” states
Haaland.
Feast days exemplify the Pueblo culture
– a culture in which they welcome
everyone, take care of one another, and
take the time to show their gratitude to
their relatives and community.
“It’s these values that are the
foundation for the way that I approach my

job and the basis of why I believe public
policy should benefit everyone and not
just a few powerful people,” Haaland
articulates.

Cal Advocates for
the Missing and
MMIP in
San Diego County

over the world. It has become clear the
lack of acknowledgement, active neglect,
scarcity of education, deficient
communication, and consistent
discrimination has kept this epidemic a
hidden monster.
The consistent patterns repeating
themselves is currently contributing to

investigation responsibilities with
generalizations of “runaways come back”
or without any follow-up. With patterns
of gender stereotypes, women are
perceived as more vulnerable and men are
perceived as stronger but that isn’t always
the situation. Men suffer from substance
abuse, sexual, and cultural abuse

My name is Summer Elliott, I’m a
member of the Manzanita Band of
Kumeyaay Indians. Since 2014 I’ve been
working as an Advocate for the rights of
all missing humans with Cal Advocates
for the
Missing.https://www.facebook.com/socala
dvocatesforthemissinghttps://www.paypal.
com/donate?hosted_button_id=944AJ39A
S4YLY
Today my goal is to advocate for my
Missing Murdered Indigenous People
(M.M.I.P.) The main objective is to bring
awareness to the current M.M.I.P.
pandemic that has quietly been
consuming lives and spreading like
wildfire. Emphasizing “quietly” because
we have barley started discussing this and
or creating awareness of the terror that
has actually been here for decades.
The amount of Missing and Murdered
Indigenous People M.M.I.P. affects us all

this epidemic. Patterns of police neglect,
harmful gender stereotypes. M.M.I.P.
cases silenced, and coroners
dehumanizing those who go unidentified.
Patterns of police officers dismissing their

although it goes unacknowledged every
day.
Patterns of silence and neglect which
leads to unreported cases and continues
the M.M.I.P. trauma. Patterns of coroners

halfheartedly completing paperwork
by marking “Other” next to “Race” or
“Accidental Death” next to “Cause of
Death”. According to a 2008 Department
of Health and Human Services study,
medical examiners have also misclassified
the deceased M.M.I.P. as "white"
especially if the victim is of mixed
race. Data gaps and jurisdictional conflicts
is part of the problem. Federal, State,
Tribal and local governments share
responsibilities in many of these cases,
these data gaps impact how law
enforcement officials handle or follow up
on cases. Underreporting, racial
misclassification, gender or racial bias,
and a lack of resources are only some of
the challenges we face daily.
In February 2018, a policy brief by the
National Congress of American Indians
explained how the National Institute of

Pueblo Culture and Values: “We are Not Relics
of the Past”

Haaland’s grandparents, who were
taken away from their families as children
and sent to boarding school under federal
forced assimilation policies, still

In this issue...

maintained the Laguna culture, which was
a huge part of her childhood.
“My mom ensured my siblings and I
were taught our Pueblo values from a
young age,” shares Haaland.
Though Haaland grew up in a military
family moving all across the country, she
spent summers with her grandparents in
Mesita, one of Laguna Pueblo’s six villages,
where they lived without running water
and electricity.
“I would irrigate cornfields with my
grandpa and watch my grandma cook
bread, beans, and chile through the
kitchen window,” Haaland remembers.
“Those experiences taught me to respect
the Earth and value our resources.”
Haaland and her family participated in
feast days – a tradition in which they
celebrate the patron saint of their village
with dance. They open up their homes to
share food, stories, and prayers with each
other.
“This storytelling is how I came to
understand the importance of the food we
cook, the fields we tend, and even the
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Missing
Continued from page 1

Justice report (along several census-based
reports) was dependent on faulty
Department of Justice databases. By
September of 2019, Bureau of Indian
Affairs Deputy Bureau Director
Addington testified that his office had not
compiled data on missing persons or
domestic violence statistics. In other
words, tribal affiliation data were left out
of these national databases.
Several federal agencies collect data,
but reporting is mostly voluntary. Federal
law requires police officers to report all
missing juveniles to the FBI’s National
Crime Information Center (N.C.I.C.) but
not adults. Currently, only 47 tribes have
access to N.C.I.C. National Missing and
Unidentified Persons System (NamUs) is
a good resource because it tracks missing,
unidentified/unclaimed persons, and
allows police, medical examiners and
families of the missing to post, search and
update cases at no charge. But
participation is voluntary, and its data is
also incomplete. No one knows exactly
how many indigenous people are actually
missing and or murdered. Not all
M.M.I.P. cases are reported or even
reported accurately.
In 2019, NamUs listed 404 missing
Native Americans (250 males and 154
females). This is not including the cases
that go unreported. Can you image the
total numbers that are actually out there!
As of April 2021, NamUs has 8 M.M.I.P.
listed in the county of San Diego. I
personally know of one that was
misclassified which brings the total to
nine.
See chart below.

I can’t stress enough how important it
is for all of us to advocate across
gender lines and show solidarity with
each other. Our proactive abilities can
make the difference between a favorable
outcome vs unfavorable outcome. We can
start right here in our communities and
make a difference in this world with your
support. “If not now, then when? If not
you, then who?”
Please consider making a donation to
Cal Advocates for the Missing. We are a
team of “boots on the ground” volunteers
which help physically search for
individuals. This includes but not limited
to creating flyers, distributing flyers
physically and online, querying locals for
any useful information, receiving and
responding to tip line calls, and working
with broadcasting agencies such as media
outlets and independent podcasts. Our
Addiction Outreach team helps those
with addictions that are missing or on the
street. Some of the line items your
donations will support include but not
limited to billboards, ads, internet media
boosting, creating and distributing flyers,
gas funds, victimology and de-escalation
training(s), office supplies, rewards,
attorney fees, private investigator fees and
when necessary drones and/or search and
rescue services.
With everything in my heart, I’d like to
say thank you for considering a donation
and allowing me a few minutes of your
time. Eyay Ahun

Rev. Steve Smith International
Love Ministries of God
Throughout the world, millions on an
unprecedented level are undergoing the
worst times ever.
Hundreds in San Diego are left
without basic human needs (e.g., food,
clothing, and shelter).
Thousands every year are deprived of
basic human rights, including adequate
access to hygienic resources (showers
and bathrooms), shelter, and are
inhumanely forced to sleep on the
streets, criminalized and harassed, cold
and hungry, with reckless disregard and
endangerment for their safety and welfare
by City Officials.
In addition, despite the luxurious
skyscrapers and city wealth, homeless
individuals have been forced to move
farther away from the already meager
resources allotted to them.
Property owners have further
upheaved religious leaders and their staff
from serving individuals.
This concerning and pressing matter
has drawn the attention of homeless
advocates, the spiritual community, and
culturally concerned San Diegans.
On January 24th, 2018, Gary Warth, a
reporter for the San Diego Union-Tribune
(known for covering homelessness,
mental health, and public safety; as well

Summer Elliott
Native American Advocate
Cal Advocates For the Missing
https://www.facebook.com/socaladvocatesforthemissing
Donate to Cal Advocates for the Missing

San Diego County M.M.I.P.
Name
Forest Boren Jr. “AKA” Os
Khiara Henry
LeeRoy Razo
Elijah Diaz “AKA” Bear
Mel McGregor
Joseph Scott
Joseph Canul Jr.
Jeffery Bohl
Elaina Rivera

Sex
M
F
M
M
F
M
M
M
F

Age Missing
50
23
35
20
50
59
42
43
13

Deb Haaland
Continued from page 1

assignment, and she shared the trauma of
being separated from her family and being
forced to live at boarding school, away
from her traditional home.
“It was an exercise in healing for her
and a profound lesson for me: everything
that she sacrificed and lived through
enabled me to strive to be anything I
wanted to be. I embodied the dream she
had for her family,” says Haaland.
“That resilience gives me hope for the
future, and I feel that we are at a turning
point in our country where indigenous
knowledge is once again valued for the
experience and understanding that our
people gained throughout millennia of

as won numerous awards for his work),
did a newscast of the troublesome matter
of Rev. Steve Smith of the International
Love Ministries of God (who has been
ministering to the sick, poor, and
homeless downtown for over 8 years)
being vacated out of a leased church
building and forced onto sidewalks
where hundreds have been deprived of
the Church's vital services.
This critical matter caught the
attention of Indian Voices, a San Diego
Multi-Cultural News Global Network.
In the article, Makeda Cheatom and
Jesimarie Rodriguez of Indian Voices
remarked on the demonstration of
endurance, courage, and faith that takes
place on the streets outside of the unused
and vacated church building, where
hundreds of downtown's sick, poor, and
homeless meet for Sunday Service, held
EVERY Sunday at 11:00 am, that shares
the Word of God, food, and clothes.
However so, the loss of the Church
building has adversely affected the lives
of hundreds of downtown's lost and
broken who are unable to acquire the full
array and vital services Pastor Smith was
providing at the Church, and to those he
truly wishes to extend these to in order
to further save & enrich lives.

Location Missing
Santa Ysabel
Maui
San Diego
El Cajon
Chula Vista
Pala
San Diego
Pauma Valley
Ramona

Date Last Seen:
10/16/2020
07/21/2019
12/09/2018
08/29/2015
09/14/2015
11/01/2009
04/20/2007
02/27/2005
06/26/1987

caring for our people and the Earth. We
are not invisible. We are not relics of the
past.”
Like many Native people, Deb
Haaland’s life has not been easy – she
struggled with homelessness, addiction,
relied on food stamps to feed her family,
and raised her child as a single mom.
Those struggles give her perspective.
As a Representative for New Mexico
for two years, Deb Haaland worked on
progressive policy for environmental
issues, renewal energy, and preserving
indigenous lands.
“My vision is to have an impact that
helps people thrive, protects our
resources, and leaves a livable planet for
future generations,” Haaland explains.
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New Benefits for Unemployed Californians
in Biden’s American Rescue Plan
by Quinci LeGardye | California Black Media

When President Biden signed the
country’s third federal COVID-19
stimulus package with direct payments to
individuals into law on March 11, it
extended the increased unemployment
benefits that first went into effect with the
CARES Act a year prior.
Supporters of the legislation say, with
hundreds of thousands of new
unemployment claims being filed across
the country, unemployment aid is still a
necessary part of pandemic relief.
The American Rescue Plan Act extends
both the Pandemic Emergency
Unemployment Compensation (PEUC)
and the Pandemic Unemployment
Assistance (PUA) programs through Sept.
6, 2021. In addition to these extensions,
each recipient will get an extra $300 of
Federal Pandemic Unemployment
Compensation (FPUC) each week
through Sept. 6.
The maximum duration of PEUC
benefits, which are paid to people who
exhausted state benefits before finding
employment, has been increased from 24
to 53 weeks. PUA benefits, which goes to
those who are ineligible for state aid such
as independent contractors, have been
extended from up to 57 weeks to up to
86 weeks.
The American Rescue Plan also
extended the Mixed Income
Unemployment Compensation (MEUC)
program, which was signed into law in
December 2020 for workers who were
earning both traditional W-2 and
self-employment income before they
became unemployed. Unemployment
Insurance (UI) recipients who qualify for
MEUC will receive an extra $100 weekly
through Sept. 6. To qualify for MEUC,
claimants have to receive at least $1 per
week from UI and have reported at least
$5,000 in self-employment income in
2019.
The relief legislation also waives
federal taxes on an individual’s first
$10,200 of unemployment benefits
collected in 2020, or on the first $20,400
for a married couple’s joint tax return.
The tax break applies to individuals and

married couples who made less than
$150,000 in adjusted gross income in
2020. It also applies to benefits from both
UI and PUA. The tax break does not
apply to benefits paid out after Dec. 31,
2020.
For unemployment recipients who
have already filed their 2020 taxes and
paid taxes on their first $10,200 of
benefits, the IRS announced Mar. 31 that
they will automatically refund the
difference beginning in May. Claimants do
not have to send in an amended return.
In California, after a year of claim
payment delays and other challenges
including rampant fraud, the eyes of
many in the Golden State are closely
watching the Employment Development
Department (EDD). Concerned
unemployed Californians and their
advocates say they want to see whether
there would be delays in updating the
EDD processes to comply with the new
provisions in the American Rescue Plan,
including the unemployment program
extensions.
The end of their benefit year is
coming up for many UI recipients.
On March 26, EDD announced details
about the upcoming extensions. The
department verified that PUA and PEUC
benefits for Californians will be
automatically extended without the need
to file new claims. The department also
said that regular UI claimants whose
benefits ran out within their benefit year
will need to file a new claim, and that
they will inform the claimants of their
need to reapply through their online
platform, mail or text message. People on
the FED-ED program, a California safety
net that provides up to 20 weeks of
benefit payments during times of high
unemployment, is available to those who
have used all their PEUC benefits.
FED-ED recipients will have their benefits
automatically extended as well.
On March 26, EDD also released their
extended online dashboard with data on
unemployment claims, claim payments
and call center activity, along with other
data. The release complied with a
recommendation from the California State
Auditor. Two audits have confirmed

Native American Artist
TR Whitefox
Kiowa Tribe of Oklahoma

EDD’s mismanagement of claims during
the COVID-19 pandemic. As of April 4,
there were over 150,000 unprocessed
claims waiting in the department’s queue
for over 21 days. The audit established
that the delays were caused by EDD and
that they were not awaiting claimant
action.
"We are committed to delivering
unemployment benefits to eligible
Californians as quickly as possible and
transparently reporting this information
to the public. This dashboard generally

Lakota People’s Law Project Leaders Unhappy
About Dakota Access Pipeline Decision
The decision by President Biden’s
Army Corps of Engineers not to shut
down the oil flow through the Dakota
Access pipeline (DAPL) despite its lack
of a valid permit — and opposition from
tribal governments and hundreds of
thousands of activists — is a failure of
leadership, according to leaders of the
Lakota People’s Law Project.
Statements:
Chase Iron Eyes, Lakota People’s Law
Project Co-Director and Lead Counsel,
faced major charges and the possibility
of years in prison for peacefully
protesting against DAPL in 2016 and
2017. Mr. Iron Eyes, who ran as the
Democratic nominee for Congress in
North Dakota in 2016, had this to say
about today’s court proceeding and the
decision by Biden administration lawyers
and the Army Corps:
“The Army Corps of Engineers has
failed to act in accordance with the law
by allowing oil to continue flowing
through the Dakota Access pipeline,
even though a federal district court
judge rejected the Corps’ environmental
analysis and vacated its permit. Rather
than fulfill its regulatory obligations, the
Corps left the decision on continued oil
flow up to the judge. The appropriate
action for the judge is to enter an
injunction ordering the cessation of the
oil flow until such time as DAPL
complies with environmental laws and
its regulatory obligations. In the

Roll Number:

KO4908

meantime, we must also keep the
pressure on the president to be
accountable in his role and do the right
thing.
“We who are aware of our
responsibilities recognize the setback,
but we’ve been in this fight as an
organization since the moment the
Dakota Access pipeline began to trespass
on treaty lands, and we’re not stopping
now. This is a long fight that will only
become more imminent as the climate
collapses.”
Phyllis Young, Standing Rock
Organizer for the Lakota People’s Law
Project and former Standing Rock tribal
liaison to the Oceti Sakowin protest
camp: “For hundreds of years, our
people have faced unwelcome and
deadly incursions upon our homelands.
Today’s decision is disappointing and
demonstrates a lack of understanding by
Washington politicians for Indigenous
sovereignty. We will do our very best to
see this pipeline removed, our water
protected, and our sacred lands healed.
We will replace fossil fuels with
renewable energy. One bad decision can’t
change that. We’re dedicated to
providing a better future for the
generations to come. We’ve been fighting
for our lives for centuries, and we aren’t
going to stop now.”
The Lakota People's Law Project operates under
the 501(c)(3) Romero Institute, a nonprofit law
and policy center.
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shows information about the historic
volume of unemployment claims and
benefits paid since the start of the
pandemic,” says EDD Director Rita
Saenz.
The dashboard also includes data on
the number of claims filed and benefits
paid each month since January 2020, a
breakdown of demographics statewide
and by county, and the number of unique
callers and calls answered each week
since Aug. 29, 2020.

Alastair Running Bear
(760)421-4887
www.maspazaquaponics.com
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Beloved Spiritual Leader Bishop
George Dallas McKinney Laid to Rest
by Yvette Porter Moore

Multiple celebrations
and events were put in
place to honor a great man
who was regarded as a
great Spiritual Leader to so
many in San Diego and
throughout the world.
Bishop McKinney was the
founder and pastor of St.
Stephen’s Cathedral
C.O.G.I.C which he
founded in 1962 along with his late wife
Dr. Jean C. McKinney.
Bishop George Dallas McKinney died
at 88. The Church of God in Christ
announced McKinney’s death on
Saturday, March 20.
Family, close friends, and church
members attended the interment for
Bishop George D. McKinney. Final
prayers and words were spoken over the
life of Bishop McKinney. A full interment
was conducted. The son’s and their wives
along with Bishop McKinney’s wife laid
flowers on the cherrywood casket.
McKinney, the son of a sharecropper
who was born in Jonesboro, Arkansas,

founded St. Stephen’s
Cathedral Church of God in
Christ in 1962 along with
his late wife, Jean C.
McKinney. The couple
raised five sons, all who
pursued church work.
As bishop, George Dallas
McKinney oversaw upwards
to 75 Church of God in
Christ congregations across
Southern California.
McKinney also served on
the general board of the Church of God
in Christ.
“I’m devastated. I am numb. So many
emotions rush me right now,” his son
Glenn McKinney said during a virtual
service honoring his father on Sunday.
“I’m glad and thankful to God that he
gave me a father like Bishop George
Dallas McKinney.”
“I’m forever grateful to his legacy, to
his memory, to who he was to so many,”
he added.
McKinney was the ninth of 14
children who “credited his parents for
instilling lifelong healthy values,
particularly two things: good religion

Unsung Heroes of Oceanside
by Alastair Running Bear and
Alexsandra Hernandez

Local grassroots organizations have
gone above and beyond to support a
houseless encampment in Oceanside
known to its residents as “Fallville.”
Supportive services ranging from warm
meals, showers, haircuts, wardrobe
assistance, and tents were provided by
local grassroots organizations such as
@bajaunsolosoI, @sunnystreetoutreach,
@Humanityshowers, @enmipalma, and
@northcounty4racialjustice in an effort
to help provide care and supplies for
their community members. These efforts
have become increasingly necessary as
residents and businesses have publicly
shared their distaste of tent
encampments and have demanded the
city take immediate action against their
existence.
On Tuesday April 13th, over a dozen

volunteers gathered in the pre-dawn
haze in a parking lot off of Oceanside
Boulevard in order to protect residents
of the encampment, which has been
settled for over four months. They
arrived early to prepare a hot breakfast
and coffee for the encampment’s
residents and debrief on how best to
support the residents throughout the
eviction process, a process the city had
failed to publicize leaving many
unanswered questions and a thick cloud
of anxiety. Many of these volunteers had
been working alongside this houseless
community for over six months, with
others providing increased support
through recent events, there was a strong
sense of community and drive to protect
each other. I asked the group that
morning, “how did you all meet at first?”
One young man, Isaiah, with Baja Un
Solo Sol Collective replied, “many of us
came out to the Black Lives Matter

ALAN LECHUSZA AQUALLO
Shirley Murphy, President
Taspan Consulting
5457 Sycuan Rd.
El Cajon,CA
619-994-5796
www.taspan.org

Black Phone Records
Native Scholar Performer
Composer Phd
(Luiseno/Maidu)
Advocate for Native Youth
and Scholarships
alan@blackphonerecords.com

and good
education,”
according to a San
Diego State
University oral
history interview
with McKinney.
He was the
valedictorian of his
class at Booker T.
Washington High
School in Arkansas
and graduated magna cum laude from
Arkansas State University. McKinney
went on to attend Oberlin College,
where he graduated with a master’s
degree in systematic theology. He also
studied social work at the University of
Michigan and earned a doctorate from
protests and as the marches started to
diminish, we were those that could not
stop.”
Less than a week earlier members of
City Council had approved an
Anti-Camping ordinance which thereby
criminalized the act of “camping,
sleeping, sitting, lying and storing
personal property” in public places while
simultaneously approving a motel
voucher program to temporarily house
residents. Not even 12 hours later, the
Oceanside Police Department issued
notices stating their intent to conduct
complete removal and destruction of the
camp and its resident’s personal
belongings should they choose to
attempt to remain. This was all directly
aimed at dismantling the Oceanside
encampment as business owners and
nearby residents became increasingly
worried over the rise in homelessness
within the city and the disruption it
caused to their own lives.
Around 30 police officers and two
SEE Heroes, page 7
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Vice President
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the California Graduate
School of Theology.
Before coming to
California, McKinney worked
as a chaplain at a state
mental hospital and a
probation officer with the
juvenile probation
department in Toledo, Ohio.
In starting St. Stephen’s
Cathedral Church of God in
Christ, McKinney said, his
intent was “to be a lighthouse
in the community, teaching
and equipping people to live
abundantly,” according to
San Diego State University.
As St. Stephens expanded,
it included a Christian
school and senior housing.
McKinney is survived by
his wife, Barbara; his sons
George, Grant, Greg, Gordon
and Glenn; 15
grandchildren; and five
great-grandchildren.
It was announced by
Presiding Bishop J. Drew Sheard, at the
end of the Celebration of Life that Glenn
Arthur McKinney, Sr. is appointed as the
new pastor of St. Stephen’s Cathedral
Church, C.O.G.I.C.
Photo of Bishop McKinney by Eric Chambers
Other Photos by Yvette Porter Moore

“How smooth must be the
language of the whites, when
they can make right look like
wrong, and wrong like right.” –
Black Hawk, Sauk
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Native
Hope
1. What is the purpose of Native
Hope?
Native Hope is a nonprofit
organization dedicated to dismantling
barriers for Native people and to
bringing hope and healing through the
power of storytelling. Native Hope exists
to address the injustice done to Native
Americans. We dismantle barriers
through storytelling and impactful
programs to bring healing and inspire
hope.
2. What programs does Native
Hope offer?
Our core programs include
community outreach, mentorship,
Fellows program. To learn more about
these individual programs go to Our
Work.
3. How can my organization become
one of Native Hope's partners?
Partners must align with Native
Hope's Mission, Vision and Value
Statement. We recognize there are many
programs in existence already doing
significant work, but their impact is
limited due to a lack of resources. We are
open to working with new partners that
are making a difference in the lives of
Native Americans. If you are interested in

forming a partnership, please contact us
at questions@nativehope.org to receive
more details on how to become a Native
Hope partner.
4. Is my tax donation deductible?
Native Hope is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
corporation as defined by the IRS. Our
status is granted as part of a group
exemption for members of the US
Catholic Conference. Simply, this means
all gifts to Native Hope are
tax-deductible.
Federal Tax ID is #47-3851180.
For any additional questions or for a
copy of our annual report, please
email questions@nativehope.org.
5. I want to join this movement
with Native Hope, how can I help?
There are many ways to join this
movement with us. Volunteer, share our
stories, follow us, connect with us,
donate, attend our events, stand with us,
share your voice… the list goes on and
on. See our Ways to Help page.
6. Does Native Hope accept in-kind
donations?
We are limited on the types of in kind
gifts we can receive, please
email questions@nativehope.org to learn
more.
For any additional questions please
email questions@nativehope.org.
Contact Us • (888) 999-2108
hope@nativehope.org
PO Box 576 • 112 South Main Street
Chamberlain, SD 57325

Keeping Lakota Children Safe and
in Native Care
With so much
happening on the national
level, I’m grateful that the
Lakota People’s Law Project
hasn't lost focus on the
issue that motivated the
organization in the
beginning: keeping our
Lakota children safe and in
Native care. I’m excited to
share that, in addition to
restaffing its Native-run
foster care home here on
the Standing Rock
This two-story building in McLaughlin, SD will soon house a
Reservation, Lakota Law is teen center that provides safe and culturally enriching
also planning to purchase a activities for Standing Rock’s youth.
building that will serve as a
involved in managing this teen center,
teen center. Now, our most vulnerable
and I promise to give everything I can to
kids will have a safe place to stay (in the
these children.
foster home), while others will have a
Soon, our team will meet with the
stimulating place to learn and play (in
Health,
Education, and Welfare
the teen center)!
Committee for the Standing Rock Tribal
As a city councilmember who has
Council. Our goal is to forge a
worked extensively with our young
people here in McLaughlin, SD — where partnership where we provide technical
assistance to any tribal group foster
both Lakota Law’s foster home and the
homes and procure direct federal funding
prospective teen center are located — I
from the Biden Administration to operate
know firsthand how important it is to
Standing Rock’s Child Protection Services
ensure kids have access to the building
program. We want to remove the States
blocks of a healthy future. And having
of South and North Dakota as
partnered closely with Lakota Law over
middlemen, because far too many federal
the past couple years, I’m confident that,
resources get hung up at the state level.
together, we will seize every opportunity
I thank you, because your support of
to improve life for our young people.
Lakota Law empowers us to accomplish
The sad fact is that Standing Rock
all of this good work. None of it is easy
youth commit suicide at a disturbingly
— the politics at all levels must be
high rate. They need access to high-level
carefully navigated — but we are 100
educational activities, mentoring,
percent committed to changing lives for
culturally-appropriate experiences (like
the better. Please stay with us. We’ll keep
traditional storytelling), and simple
entertainment. Kids, especially teens,
you updated every step of the way as we
often just want somewhere good to hang
turn a beautiful vision into life-changing
out — a place that offers them a
reality for our children.
sanctuary all day long, where caring,
Wopila — thanks for reading!
trained adults can respond to their
Hoksila White Mountain
immediate needs. I intend to be deeply
Via the Lakota People’s Law Project

The Center of the Circle of Love
by Kenneth G. White Jr.

The Circle of love goes round and
round and comes back to the center
point in one’s daily life. As we celebrate
Mother’s Day it is always that center of
the circle that comes to our hearts and
mind – our dear Mother.
We honor a variety of beautiful
indigenous women in our lives and
rightly so. Among these exemplary
women are those that are making a
national impact in a variety of ways.
There’s Deb Halland, the new Secretary
of Interior, who comes from the Laguna
Pueblo tribe in New Mexico. The
position she holds and the
understanding she has as an indigenous
woman are going to make a positive
impact in Indian Country during the

Biden Administration, and hopefully
long after, particularly as it relates to
addressing Missing and Murdered Indian
Women and preserving Mother Earth, by
changing the policies of the previous
administration. There’s Jill Biden, the
first lady, who has a definitive
understanding of the needs of children,
particularly as it relates to education and
a humane approach to the many issues
and concerns of families in America.
There’s Stacey Abrams, the stalwart
advocate for voting rights and justice in
Georgia, who mobilized thousands of
voters of everyday people to change that
State from red to blue and give Biden the
victory in the last election. There’s Fawn
Sharp, the Executive Director of the
National Congress of American Indians,
SEE Circle of Love, page 12
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Dawes Commission. Created in 1893, the
Dawes Commission was tasked with
executing the General Allotment Act of
1887. This order had been handed down
by the US Congress. The General
Allotment Act meant that formally
communal land would be divided and
assigned to individuals in accordance
with US laws. Before the land could be
divided, a roll of eligible individuals had
to be taken. In 1898, the Curtis Act was
passed. The census that accompanied the

touted as an official government
document, was irretrievably flawed from
the beginning (Wikipedia).
It must be noted, though, that those
Black Creeks who were listed did enjoy
full membership as members of the
Creek Nation for many decades, but that
all ended about 113 years later.
Sadly, in 1979, the Creek Nation
disenrolled the Creek Freedmen. This
happened at a meeting where a new
constitution was adopted. This new

Curtis Act would supersede all the
previous ones. Unfortunately, this census
wasn’t taken by Creeks. Instead, it was
conducted by outside (mostly white)
agents who had no idea or, often, didn’t
care about the rules and ways that had
been established within Native American
communities. The act of deciding who
would go on the Dawes Rolls was the
first of many times that an outsider
would be able to determine who was
Creek and who was not. The non-Native
census takers, also, introduced the idea
of a blood quantum. The act of requiring
a blood quantum was accompanied by
the idea that a Native American could be
determined by physical appearance.
Therefore, during the creation of the
Dawes Rolls, many Creek citizens of
African descent, who could prove their
ancestry, were denied being added to the
list because their skin was too dark or
because they “looked” more African than
Native American. This resulted in
numerous lighter-skinned Black Creeks
being added to the Dawes Rolls while
their darker-skinned family members
were denied. This is important to note
because the Dawes Rolls, which has been

constitution required all Creek Nation
members to meet a blood quantum.
Therefore, this new constitution meant (if
not guaranteed) that the majority of the
Black Creeks would not meet this
criteria. This action by the Creek Nation
disenfranchised an entire group of people
who, not only felt that they belonged to
this group, but had been dependent on
the services that had been made available
to them because they were members of
the Creek Nation. In response to this
injustice, the Muscogee Creek Freedmen
Band was formed in 1979, and they have
been fighting to be reinstated ever since.
In July of 2018, the Muscogee Creek
Freedmen Band filed a lawsuit against the
Creek Nation (Muscogee Creek Indian
Freedmen Band, Inc. et al v Zinke et al).
In the lawsuit, the Freedman Band asked
that they be recognized as Creek citizens.
In addition, they asked the judge
presiding over their case to void the 1979
Constitution and to allow the 1866
Treaty to be reinstated. In response to the
lawsuit, Creek Nation Chief James R.
Floyd stated that the plaintiffs’ requested
should be dismissed because of
“jurisdiction” and because “the Creek
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To improve the quality of life of those who recognize
themselves and choose to be recognized by others
as “Indigenous Peoples of Color of the Americas”
and in support of The American Indian Rights and
Resources Organization (AIRRO).

Muscogee Creek
Freedmen and Their
Fight for Citizenship
by Windy Goodloe, SISCA secretary

As a Black Seminole, I’ve always been
aware of who I am, but it has,
sometimes, been difficult to convince
others of my ancestry. When I say
“others,” I am speaking generally. I’ve not
tried to my hand at trying to convince
the Seminole Nation or the United States
government. That is why I am interested
in what the Muscogee Creek Indian
Freedmen are doing. I believe their fight
is our fight, too.
If you visit the Muscogee Creek
Freedmen’s website, you’ll see that their
web address is 1866creekfreedmen.com.
The year 1866 is significant because this
was the year that, along with all African
Americans who had been enslaved by
Native American tribes, Black Creeks,
also known as Creek Freedmen, were
given their freedom and recognized as
members of the Creek Nation. (Note:
Lincoln signed the Emancipation
Proclamation in 1865, but it did not
apply to slave-holding Native
Americans.) The 1866 Treaty meant that
Black Creeks were able to hold office and
own land as fully recognized members of
the Creek Nation.
It could be said that things were
relatively blissful for just over thirty
years. Unfortunately, everything began to
change with the formation of the Dawes
Rolls, which was created by the US

INDUSTRIAL WORKERS OF
THE WORLD
San Diego General
Membership Branch
MEETS THE THIRD SUNDAY
of the month at
San Diego Education
10393 San Diego Mission Road,
at noon.

Freedmen [were] outside the six-year
statute of limitations” (please visit the
“Lawsuit time-line” History-HR 1514
page at 1866creekfreedmen.com for
more information). The lawsuit was
dismissed later that year. In her ruling,
Judge Kollar-Kotelly stated that the Creek
Freedmen had not included “specific
allegations or documentation that they
had applied for tribal citizenship and
been rejected within the last decade.”
According to Tulsaworld.com, Judge
Kollar-Kotelly went on to state “since the
case was dismissed without prejudice,
the freedmen descendants could re-file
their lawsuit in federal court if the tribe
denies their citizenship applications and
the appeals process is exhausted through
the Muscogee (Creek) Nation’s judicial
system” (“Citizenship lawsuit by
Muscogee [Creek] freedmen descendants
dismissed” by Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton).
This ruling did not mean defeat for the
Black Creek Freedmen.
In 2019, House Resolution 1514 was
introduced. If this bill were to become
law, it would require the United States to
sever all ties with Muscogee Creek
Nation until the tribe reinstated
citizenship for its Freedmen. In addition,
the passage of this bill would halt all
financial services available to the Creek
Nation. This would include a stoppage of
all gaming on its lands in Oklahoma
(“Bill in Congress requires U.S. to ‘sever’
relations with Muscogee [Creek]
Nation”). (At the time of this writing, the
bill has only been “introduced.” It was
introduced during the 116th Congress
[2019-2020], according to congress.gov.)
In 2020, attorneys for the Black Creek
Freedmen filed a motion for summary
judgment, asking for citizenship for Black
Creeks (Rhonda K. Grayson and Jeffery D
Kennedy vs. Citizenship Board of the
Muscogee [Creek] Nation). They have set
up a GoFundMe campaign to raise funds
for this new trial. Search “Justice For
Black Creek Indians” and, if you can,
make a donation.
The Muscogee Creek Freedmen Band
have been fighting for justice for more
than forty years. They are exemplary in
their tenacity and unwillingness to quit.
Even though I am not a member of their
group, I know that their success will
mean success for other Black Indians,
and when we all decide to take up this
fight for citizenship, we will have them as
a shining example of how to fight.
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Honoring
Of Phenomenal Women
During Women’s History Month 2021 across the United States several women were honored during Women’s History Month.

The only problem is that there are millions of Women who deserve to be honored so we decided that we wanted to be a part of
honoring as many deserving women that we could at this time. Funny how every single day more and more deserving
Phenomenal Women come to mind. Over the next couple of years we are going to try to honor as many as possible. They
deserve to be thanked and honored while they live. The memories will last forever but, they need to know that we noticed all
that they were doing and have done purely out of LOVE. Here’s a look at a few Phenomenal Women.

(L-R TOP) Sharian Smith-Lott, Rose Davis, Meyguana
LinaPerez-Cruz, Gwendolyn Allen
(L-R BOTTOM) Wendy Shureds, Diannah Smith, Anna
Arancibia & Debra Portee, Makeda Makossa

Heroes
Continued from page 4

social workers crowded the encampment
at six thirty am, as stated on the “notice
of trespass and abatement” flyers
epreviously administered, to evict the
houseless and administer the motel
vouchers which is expected to fall short
of resident’s needs. The local orgs
utilized their presence to document and
support the houseless residents in order
to ensure each was treated with dignity
and respect and that the city kept to its
promise of the vouchers. Many of the
activists are critical of the minimal yet
aggressive response of the city, however,
recognize the desperate situation is a
failure of the society as a whole.
“Babylon is coming for us tomorrow, but
we had a good run,” Matt reflected the
night before the camp closure. He
himself struggled with alcoholism and
found much needed support and
community through his two months at
the camp. He recalled, “I was the
superintendent on a 40 million dollar
construction project, the home of the
owner of the Miami Marlins. I had been
sober, but one evening the owner invited
me to dinner and offered me a drink.
When a multi-millionaire who is your
boss offers to buy you a drink, you don’t
say no. That was when I started drinking
again. I finished the job alright, but here
I am. Would you believe that he still

calls me to ask about the job” Matt said
what he needed most was a detox, he
feared quitting without the appropriate
health services.
Steve, another houseless man at the
camp, explained how many of the
residents at the camp are disabled while
others are working and economically
displaced like himself, “I won’t miss
hearing the train horn blaring every 30
minutes, but it is a good alarm for me to
start work at Go-Staff very early each
morning.” He explained that he was in
the restaurant business in Lake Tahoe
and lost out when the pandemic hit. He
drove to Oceanside where he found
work while living out of his car. Then
one day he returned to find his car was
gone because the city had impounded it
due to expired tags.
The founder and resident of the
camp, Rodney, was inspired to create a
community safe space to provide trauma
informed care to the many houseless in
Oceanside. “Everyone here has suffered
some trauma in their lives and essential
to dealing and overcoming trauma is a
secure place to rest,” he explained. He is
quite the bible scholar, a student of
Emile Durkheim, and an incredible
musician; a real renaissance man. A few
days before the camps closure I
witnessed him help resuscitate a young
woman from some type of opiate
overdose with the help of Narcan, which
he keeps on hand. He and two others

crouched at her side pleading for her to
awaken. They said how they loved her
very much and wanted nothing more
but for her to be well. Two policemen
arrived on the scene shortly after and
questioned those around her. The young
woman miraculously got up and limped
away, as she was also suffering from a
broken hip. A fire truck later arrived,
and the police informed them that “the
OD just walked away,” to which the
firefighters responded with a brief
acknowledgement, a chuckle, and drove
off. The officers spoke with Rodney and
said for him to keep an eye on her for
the next hour because she could still
OD. Then they thanked him and drove
off. He lamented that they just show up
and make a scene, what she really
needed was to be taken to the hospital
and have her broken hip treated.
However, the city has failed to provide
necessary and basic services to residents
of the encampment, working to
dismantle the community as opposed to
caring for those who have found
temporary solace and safety while
residing on the streets.
Although the city had promised
rooms for every resident of the
encampment, there are still nearly ten
individuals who remain and have not
been provided any additional resources
since the day of eviction. The thirty or so
residents who were admitted to the
motel program have been granted only

temporary housing and are questioning
where they may find themselves when
the 2 week stay ends. The strip of land
the community resided in has now been
filled with boulders to deter individuals
from returning, the site of which has
caused increased pain for those who
were able to find temporary safety there.
While Fallville has been disbanded, the
orgs that supported it have not and
continue to advocate and work tirelessly
with the local houseless populations.
. The Hillstreet Country Club in
Oceanside has featured a photo gallery
of local houseless peoples taken by
Jordan Verdin, founder of Humanity
Showers, and over a week of events
around raising awareness and support
for houseless peoples.

“Grown men can learn from
very little children for the
hearts of the little children
are pure.
Therefore, the Great Spirit
may show to them many
things which older
people miss.”
– Black Elk, Oglala Lakota Sioux
Visit our Website:
www.IndianVoices.net
for more news and updates
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WorldBeat Center Salutes Environmental Activists For Earth Day
By David Strumsky

It's more important than ever to recognize and honor Earth Day in
2021.
While our nation and the world shelter in place to varying degrees
during the 2020-2021 quarantine,
rightfully respecting the humanitarian
danger presented by Covid-19, other
life-threatening impacts of ecological
damage continue.
We canceled public events and for
the moment ceased many of our dayto-day activities and saw a temporary
dip in air pollution and greenhouse gas
emissions, but there is a growing
awareness of the connection
between human health and
planetary health.
The sixth mass extinction of
wildlife on Earth continues to
accelerate. More than 500 species
of land animals are on the brink of
extinction and are likely to be lost
within 20 years -- the same

number were lost over the
whole of the last century.
Without the human
destruction of nature,
scientists say, this rate of
loss would normally have
taken thousands of years.
We would like, this year,
to acknowledge the role of
environmental activists in
combating the causes of
climate change. COVID year or not, they give their lives - and, often,
their deaths.
A record number
of environmental
activists were
murdered globally in
2019, making that
year the most deadly
year for people
resisting extractive
industries or
protecting endangered
species, according to a report from the
environmental NGO Global Witness. Most
killings went unpunished. And the number
is probably even higher, since many cases
go unreported.
On average, four environmental
activists have been killed around the world
every week since December 2015.

According to TIME magazine:
"The report found that the activists
protesting against development in the mining
sector were the most at risk, with 50
protester deaths in 2019, followed by the
agribusiness sector. The logging industry saw the highest increase in killings
since 2018, with 85% more attacks recorded against activists.

Half of the reported
killings in 2019 took
place in Colombia and
Philippines, with 64 and
43 deaths recorded
respectively.”
Colombia saw the
highest number of
environmental
activists killings ever
recorded in a single
country since the
NGO Global Witness
began collecting data
in 2012. The
Philippines, which was the deadliest country for environmental activists
in 2018, continues to be the most dangerous country in Asia for
environmental defenders. Almost half of the documented murders of
environmental activists under Duterte's government were linked to
armed forces or paramilitary groups. Also similar is Honduras, which
reported 14 murders of environmental activists in 2020 (the highest
per capita in the world). In these countries, most of the killers are
never brought to justice.
"The report also found that 2/3 of deaths in 2019 occurred in Latin
America, which has consistently been the most dangerous continent for
environmental activists since 2012."
Indigenous people are especially vulnerable for their environmental
activism. Forty percent of all activists killed in 2019 worldwide were
from indigenous communities, despite the fact that they make up less
than 4 percent of the global population.
These deaths are part of a rising tide globally of violence against
environmental activists - scientists and citizen scientists.
Among the deaths this past year:
• In January 2020, one of the best-known guardians of the monarch
butterfly, Homero Gomez, was found at the bottom of a well in central
Mexico, two weeks after he went missing. Three days later, another
guide at a monarch butterfly reserve was killed.
• In October, Juana Perea Plata, a renowned environmental activist
and eco-hostel owner in Colombia, was killed execution style by a
gunshot to the head.
• This Earth Day WorldBeat Center would like to pay tribute to all
the environmental activists and Earth stewards. Let’s all continue to be
Earth stewards like our ancestors and continue to protect the
environment for generations to come for humans and all creation.
Come and see our new art installation "There is no time!
Without gold, you live. Without water you die" by Alicia Maria
Siu, a Honduran activist who specializes in community murals.
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Happy Earth Strong WorldBeat Center
by Makeda Cheatom

Greetings Family,
I want to thank everyone for supporting the WorldBeat Center
during our 32 years. We endured a lot of suffering and institutional
racism but with
your dedication
and our
resilience, we
are now
celebrating our
32nd birthday on
Kumeyaay land
(Balboa Park).

Here at the WorldBeat Cultural Center we are the four corners of
the world Black, White, Red and Yellow. We must all stay united
We have our first activity this weekend April 24th and 25th and a
soft opening to our exhibits. The center has been closed but the cafe
has been open for take-out and outdoor dining since the Summer of

WorldBeat Cultural Center is launching a
membership drive for our 32nd year which we will be
celebrating all year starting with our Bird and Arts
Celebration and next on May 14, 2021, with a Bob
Marley Ascencion. We are celebrating Mr. Marley with
a Sip and Paint event. Come paint Bob Marley and take
it home! There will also be akee, rice and peas and
Jamaican patties and Reggae music. We would like to
thank Cynthia's Artistic Expressions especially Weldon
May, the artist for helping us host this event.

last year. It’s a Bird and Arts event. We are celebrating
our 32nd birthday, National Poetry Month, and Spring
with a family event.
Go to our website www.worldbeatcenter.org or
Join us from 11AM to 4:30 PM by RSVP(ing)
call
us at 619-230-1190 to get your tickets.
online on Eventbrite by visiting our website
www.worldbeatcenter.org
There will be arts and crafts for
for everyone. All activities will be outdoors in the parking lot,
children, poetry, art showcase, storytelling
the garden, and the lawn. We need docents in the garden,
the garden, and the center will also open
greeters at the door, safety docents for the gallery, the lot, and
for the first time. We’re also showcasing
the lawn with the children.
our science
We will be looking for your continued support during our
project
membership campaign. Please look at our website for more
with a
details www.worldbeatcenter.org
plant music
concert.
Yes, our
plants will be playing music. It’s part
of our research project with the
Cornell Lab of Ornithology.
The capacity will be limited and
we’re looking for volunteers that can
help us make sure that it’s a safe event
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Haitian Asylum-Seekers Face Discrimination
in Tijuana Migrant Camp
by Max Rivlin-Nadler

Migrants hoping to claim asylum in
the United States marched from their
camp at the El Chaparral border crossing
to the San Ysidro port of entry and
kneeled in prayer asking the Biden
administration to create a process for
them to make their request.
A community of Haitian migrants has
been in Tijuana for nearly a decade.
They’ve fled a devastating earthquake, a
series of hurricanes, the financial
collapse of their economy and now, deep
political instability and violence, as an
unpopular president tries to hold on to
power.
Many Haitians feel as if they’re stuck
in Tijuana, fearful that by crossing the
border, they’ll be sent right back to Haiti,
but unable to make a life for themselves
in Mexico.
When a migrant camp was established
in February at the El Chaparral port of
entry in Tijuana, hundreds of Haitians
set up tents, hoping that they would
soon be allowed to declare asylum in the
United States.
Dorlean Ito was one of them. He’d
been living in Tijuana for a year.
“Haiti is my country and I love it, but
it wasn’t possible to stay there. There are
a bunch of criminals sitting around
doing nothing,” he told KPBS in early
March.
Ito had spent five years working in

Chile, but he said the discrimination
there against Black people was too
intense. He decided in 2019 to try to get
into the United States, even though he
feared possibly being returned to Haiti.
“If they deport me, I won’t live in
Haiti. I don’t have anything in Haiti. I
don’t have family. I don’t have money to
leave Haiti. That’s why I wanted to leave,
but I’m still afraid, very afraid. I think, ‘If
I go there, I’ll die. I’ll get killed. I’ll go
hungry.’ Hunger is nothing. But being
killed is something,” he said.
A rule known as Title 42 bars the
entry of any asylum-seekers into the
United States during the COVID-19
pandemic. Border Patrol has been
immediately sending border crossers
back to Mexico or their countries of
origin.
Since the beginning of the Biden
administration, however, more children,
families, and single adults have
successfully been able to enter the
country and continue their asylum
claims from inside the United States. At
the same time, interior immigration
enforcement has been scaled back and
deportations on the whole are down.
But that hasn’t held true for Haitian
migrants. The Biden administration has
removed more than 1,200 Haitians from
the United States, more than during all
of Trump’s final fiscal year in office.
Guerline Josef is the executive
director of the Haitian Bridge Alliance.

Since 2016, her organization has
advocated for Haitians trying to avoid
deportation to an unstable and
dangerous country. Last month, her
organization co-authored a new report
on the impact that Title 42 has had on
Haitian migrants.
“I don’t even understand how they are
deporting people to Haiti right now,”
Josef told KPBS. “But right now, it’s
criminal for both the United States and
Haiti to agree to send and receive
people. When they land in Haiti, these
people go in hiding.”
Josef led a group of Haitian-Americans
down to Tijuana last month, in an effort
to connect with the Haitian
asylum-seekers and make sure they’re
safe.
What they found wasn’t reassuring.
Haitians were leaving the camp, because
they felt discriminated against by the
Central American migrants.
“After a couple of weeks we started
seeing some anti-black sentiment
growing within the camp,” she said.
“And increasingly, we have seen the
vulnerability of black migrants in
Mexico, in Tijuana, the way they can be
targeted, they cannot blend in. The
moment they show up, they know they
don’t belong there.”
Christian Nester is a
Haitian-American lawyer, who works
with Haitian Bridge Alliance and
accompanied Josef to Tijuana last week.
He says many Haitians have gone broke
in Mexico.
“A lot of Haitians are stuck here. And
their worker authorization has expired,

LaDonna Brave Bull Allard (1956–2021), DAPL Protest Leader
It is with deep regret that
“Indian Voices” learned of the
passing of Ladonna Grey Bull
LaDonna Brave Bull Allard was the
founder of the first camp for the protests
against the Dakota Access Pipeline
(DAPL).
• Died: April 10, 2021 (Who else
died on April 10?)
• Details of death: Died after a battle
with brain cancer at the age of 64.
• We invite you to share
condolences for LaDonna Brave Bull

Allard in our Guest Book.
Fighting for clean water and lands
Allard opposed DAPL from the
beginning, because it ran past her son’s
grave. Like other protesters, she was
concerned that a spill would
contaminate water sources as well as
land that’s sacred to native peoples. She
donated her family’s land to serve as the
Sacred Stone Camp for protestors. A
member of the Standing Rock Sioux
Tribe, Allard was the Tribal Historic
Preservation Officer for a time, and she
shared her deep knowledge of tribal

history with the protestors who flocked
to her land. She became a leader and a
matriarch in the movement against
DAPL.
Notable quote
“I have a moral obligation to protect
the land and the water for future
generations. I am from the Cannonball
River and the Missouri River. The camps
were established in my backyard, as they
put this pipeline next to my son’s grave.
Who does that? I will not stop until this
pipeline is out of the ground.” —from a
2019 hearing on the pipeline

so they don’t have any way to make
money,” he said, explaining that work
authorizations for many migrants can
only be renewed in Tapachula, a city on
the southern border of Mexico.
He doesn’t believe that the treatment
of Haitians in the American immigration
system, or the role that the U.S. has
played in supporting the current regime
in Haiti, has deterred anyone from
coming to the U.S.
“Even with the checkered kind of
history, the United States is the land of
opportunity, and people really want the
chance to live that American dream,” he
said.
Many Haitians have jumped the
border fence in recent weeks, tired of the
racism and willing to risk being returned
to Haiti.
Around the camp last week, Dorlean
Ito was nowhere to be found.
Jean-Claude Jean is still holding out
hope. He’s one of the last Haitians in the
migrant encampment at El Chaparral.
But even his patience is wearing thin.
“I think I’ll stay here just two or three
weeks more. Then, well, I’ll cross,” he
said. “Whatever happens, I have to
accept it. I don’t want to live like I’ve
been living here.”
Aired 4/1/21 on KPBS News
Max Rivlin-Nadler
Speak City Heights Reporter
I cover City Heights, a neighborhood at the
intersection of immigration, gentrification, and
neighborhood-led health care initiatives. I'm
interested in how this unique neighborhood deals
with economic inequality during an
unprecedented global health crisis.
This article was produced by KPBS, San Diego's
public media station.

“Among the Indians there have
been no written laws. Customs
handed down from generation
to generation have been the
only laws to guide them.
Everyone might act different
from what was considered right
did he choose to do so, but
such acts would bring upon him
the censure of the Nation….
This fear of the Nation’s
censure acted as a mighty
band, binding all in one social,
honorable compact.”
– Tecumseh Shawnee

Mobile Notary
Public Services
24 Hrs
619-768-3094
yportermoore@gmail.com
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Lawsuit Demands: Bar SDG&E from New
Agreements because of Ongoing Violation
SAN DIEGO - A coalition of public
interest, racial justice, and environmental
groups are supporting a citizen lawsuit
asking for SDG&E to be barred from
bidding on a new City utility franchise
because the local company is violating the
current agreement. The suit notes that
SDG&E failed to pay for the relocation of
its equipment from a site needed for the
City’s Pure Water Project, an effort critical
to ensuring San Diego’s future water
supply.
The existing franchise agreement
requires SDG&E to remove its equipment
from City property, at the utility’s
expense, when the City needs that
property for other purposes. “Contracts
terms can be complicated but this one is
simple,” said John Stump, a resident of
San Diego’s City Heights community who
filed the taxpayer’s lawsuit on behalf of
San Diego residents, families and
taxpayers.
“It’s SDG&E responsibility to remove
the equipment, at no expense to City
families and taxpayers.” City officials
nonetheless will have to pay SDG&E $94
million to move the equipment, while at
the same time suing SDG&E to recover
the money. The San Diego Municipal
Code Article 2, Division 8 prohibits a
bidder or contractor that willfully
breaches a material term of an agreement
from bidding on City contracts. So
SDG&E should be barred from bidding
on the new franchise agreements because

of this breach, the suit says in its filing.
The next step in this process should be a
debarment hearing, per the Municipal
Code.
The suit demands that the City enforce
the current agreements and collect what
is due, and disqualify SDG&E as a bidder
on any new franchise agreements. Bids
for the new franchise agreements are due
on Friday, April 16, 2021. “In addition to
breaching the current agreement, SDG&E
charges San Diego families the highest
utility rates in the continental United
States,” said Stump. “Meanwhile, Sempra
Energy – SDG&E’s parent company pays its executives millions or tens of
millions in individual salaries, hundreds
of times what San Diego families earn,”
Stump added.
“The City Council has to protect San
Diegans by enforcing the contract. And
that means collecting the $94 million
from SDG&E, and exercising their
authority described in City Charter
Section 103.1 to set the terms and
conditions of the utility franchises.”
Supporters of the lawsuit include: Protect
Our Communities Foundation, Racial
Justice Coalition, Citizens Franchise
Alliance, Sunrise Movement San Diego &
Environmental Center of San Diego.
A copy of the lawsuit is available at
https://protectourcommunities.org/wpcontent/
uploads/2021/04/28-mar-21_First-Amended-Compla
int-FINAL.pdf.

Call to Action - Oppose SDG&E's Rate Hike for Power Your Drive
Hi Climate Warriors,
California Public Utilities Commission
will allow public comments
for SDG&E's request to increase rates for
the next three years so they can install
EV charging stations that they own and
profit from.
While we support EV charging
stations, especially in communities of
concern, we plan to call in and oppose
this. In case you missed it, the San Diego
Union-Tribune reported about this same
program, Power Your Drive - SDG&E
electric vehicle charging program ran
$25 million over budget (which they

want ratepayers to pay).
Here is a toolkit with suggested
talking points as well as the meeting
call-in information. It also has a draft
social media post to encourage others to
take action.
Please don't hesitate to reach out if
you have any questions or if you'd like
additional information.
Thanks,
Tara Kelly Hammond
Founder & Chief Environmental
Officer
858.215.4483
tara@hammondclimatesolutions.com

GARDEN UNIDOS
MOBILE NOTARY
760.213.0345
24/7 Public Notary & Loan Signing Service
Agent: Esmeralda Hummingbird Aldaz
gardenunidosmobilenotary.com

Certified, Insured, Bonded, Background Checked
English, Spanish, American Sign Language

Inaugural Binational Summit for Laguna
Salada and Salton Sea - Summary
Here is the final wrap up of the
"Inaugural Binational Summit for Laguna
Salada and Salton Sea" which was an
amazing success of telling many stories
from individuals, nonprofits,
corporations, tribal representatives and
public officials.
Event Summary:
The "Inaugural Binational Summit for
Laguna Salada & Salton Sea Restoration"
is built to be a collaboration of local,
state and federal agencies of Mexico and
the United States with local
stakeholders. This green development
with built-in sustainability to the benefit
of many. We envision an improved local
biome which will improve the lives of
the local people and 30 million that are
dependent on the Colorado River. We
expect direct income opportunities to
surround Laguna Salada, the Salton Sea
and the connecting waterways. We
foresee happy tourists visiting newly
available activities, events and exhibits.
We forecast the local climate will be
affected with cooler temperatures,
increased rainfall, increased plant
growth, and cleaner air; ultimately
working to restore the Colorado River
Basin while helping reverse global
warming. We have been requested to
have a similar event hosted in Mexico in
the coming months. We will keep you
informed as this evolves.
For those that participated in this
event as an interviewee / presentator we
greatly appreciate your participation and
willingness to share your team's amazing
technology and advocacy. For those
receiving this email that were unable to
participate we would like to invite you
to become informed of the potential
applications in the region applications

but beyond into the national and global
context related to water quality, water
availability, renewable energy, low cost
dust mitigation and environmental
restoration.
Informational Supporting Content:
Binational Restoration Summit
Agenda - LINK
Tres Lagunas - Summary Project
Presentation - LINK
Videos Below:
Day 1: March 17th 2021
- https://youtu.be/BvbsUcSCW7w
Day 2: March 18th 2021
- https://youtu.be/M2BGdhY7SMg
Day 3: March 19th 2021
- https://youtu.be/zH-fcuGFVz4
Waste Conversion / Multitech
Conversion Technology Discussion - Dr.
Andrea Neal and
Michael Theroux https://youtu.be/NL3oR
JTMxU8
More to come as we get each of the
interviews edited and uploaded to make
the event more easily accessible to all.
The Tres Lagunas project summary Environmental restoration, renewable
energy with a return on investment. The
project not only mitigates fugitive dust
of the Salton Sea and Ocotillo Wells on
the West Shores while also restoring the
Sea of Cortez, Salton Sea, Laguna Salada
and the Colorado River Basin.
Comparing the 1 billion dollars of the
“Tres Lagunas” development strategy
with the 30-70 billion dollars of
inaction. Agess, Inc. hosted this forum of
technology specialists and nonprofit
organizations to show how low cost
solutions with large environmental
impacts have the ability to transform
water quality / cycles in the Southwest
and beyond with public / private
partnerships.

Wakan Tanka, Great Mystery, teach me how to trust my heart,
mind, intuition, and inner knowing. The senses of my body and
the blessings of my spirit. Teach me to trust these things so that I
may enter my sacred space and love beyond my fear. Thus, walk
in balance with the passing of each glorious sun.

A FACE OF CHANGE
or AFOC is the next
generation nonprofit
501(c)(3).
What does that mean? It means it does not have one specific focus.
Its operations are to create more awareness and mindfulness about and collaborate
with those individuals, groups of people or nonprofits that already exist. And in doing
so help them by bringing innovative new ideas through collaborative efforts.
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CA Beach Seized from Black Family in
1924 Set to be Returned to Descendants
Plan would return beachfront taken
from Black family in 1920s
After lying unused for years, the land
was transferred to the state of California
in 1948 and in 1995 it was transferred
to Los Angeles County for beach
operations and maintenance.
The last transfer came with
restrictions that limit the ability to sell or
transfer the property and can only be
lifted through a new state law, Hahn
said.
State Sen. Steven Bradford said that

on Monday he will introduce legislation,
SB 796, that would exempt the land
from those restrictions.
“After so many years we will right this
injustice,” he said.

century ago, a county official said Friday.
“It is the county’s intention to return
this property,” Janice Hahn, a member of
the Los Angeles County Board of
Supervisors, told a news conference at
what was known as Bruce’s Beach in the
city of Manhattan Beach.
The decision in Los Angeles County,
the nation’s most populous, comes at a
time of national reckoning on race and
discussions at the local, state and federal
levels over reparations.
The property encompasses two
parcels purchased in 1912 by Willa and
Charles Bruce, who built the first West
Coast resort for Black people at a time
when segregation barred them from

many beaches. They built a lodge, cafe,
dance hall and dressing tents with
bathing suits for rent. Initially it was
known as Bruce’s Lodge.
“Bruce’s Beach became a place where
Black families traveled from far and wide
to be able to enjoy the simple pleasure of
a day at the beach,” Hahn said.
It did not last long.
The Bruces and their customers were
harassed by White neighbors and the Ku
Klux Klan attempted to burn it down.
The Manhattan Beach City Council
finally used eminent domain to take the
land away from the Bruces in the 1920s,
purportedly for use as a park.

Circle of Love

In the Dine’ language, a Mother is
Indian Women’s Resource Center’s focus
on Indigenous wisdom, and now teaches referred to as “Shi’ma.” On a personal
her knowledge to Tribe’s nationwide as a level, my Shi’ma gave me life. She
brought me into this world. She
wisdom keeper for all Indian Nations.
represents my ancestral lineage and
Each woman mentioned is an
inspiration and a godsend to the people. blood line through her sacred Dine’
clanship, which
They are all part of
goes back
the Circle of Love
thousands of years.
in a humble
Echoing the sentiment of
She takes care of
powerful respectful
Kahlil Gibran, just to have the
me. She is my best
way. However, the
privilege and honor to say Mom
advisor, guide,
Center of the Circle
supporter, prayer
of Love is always
or Shi’ma, is a profound blessing
partner, and
one’s Mother. As
and acknowledgement of God’s
foundation each
the great poet
grace in my life.
day of my life.
Kahlil Gibran
Echoing the
beautifully wrote sentiment of Kahlil Gibran, just to have
“The most beautiful word on the lips
the privilege and honor to say Mom or
of mankind is the word Mother and the
Shi’ma, is a profound blessing and
most beautiful call is the call of “My
acknowledgement of God’s grace in my
Mother.” It is a word full of hope and
life.
love, a sweet and kind word coming
In Native ceremony, there is a time
from the depths of the heart. A Mother is
called the Morning Water time. It is at
everything – she is our consolation in
daybreak when a woman brings in the
sorrow, our hope in misery, and our
water to the tipi. The woman chosen to
strength in weakness, she is the source
carry water is a lady of stature, respect
of love, mercy, sympathy and
and spiritual essence and foundation.
forgiveness.”
Bringing in water is a quiet time,
Washington Irving wrote “A Mother is
except for the birds chirping in the
the truest friend we have, when trials
morning dawn. A circle of family, who
heavy and sudden, fall upon us; when
have sat up all night singing and
adversity takes the place of prosperity;
praying, welcomes her entrance and
when friends who rejoice with us in our
presence at this point in the ceremony.
sunshine desert us; when trouble
She sits at the doorway with the water
thickens around us, still will she cling to
bucket and sacred fireplace in front of
us, and endeavor by her kind precepts
her. The wood fire, a gentle flame of red,
and counsels to dissipate the clouds of
yellow, and orange, pops and crackles in
darkness and cause peace to return to
front of her. Cedar odor permeates the
our hearts.”

circular tipi setting, as she kneels and
sits gracefully on Mother Earth wrapped
in a shawl and holding an eagle feather
ready to say a prayer to the Great Spirit.
The universal connection of water, God’s
gift and life force, and a Mother, God’s
gift, and life giver, is an unfathomably
profound in its essence, purity, and
power in a circular ceremonial setting.
The prayer she offers is filled with
wisdom, kindness, a personal connection
to Creator, and unconditional love for
family, Indigenous people, and all
humanity.
Many Tribes call this special role
fulfilled by a woman bringing in the
water at dawn during ceremony and
offering a prayer, as the Morning Water
Lady. It is a special role reserved for a
woman of honor and respect. A spiritual
praying woman. A woman of God. It is
my privilege and honor to say with all
my unconditional love from my heart,
mind, and soul, that my dear beautiful
Shi’ma, is a Morning Water Lady.
All women, those I mentioned in an
honorable way; and our wives,
daughters, sisters, aunties, grandmas;
family, and extended family; are forever a
part of the Circle of Love. Their heartfelt
manner, daily support and
companionship, leadership, and kind
hearts forever make the Circle a better
world for all of us. However, the Center
of the Circle of Love will always be your
Mother. God bless all the Mothers on
Mother’s Day. God bless you Shi’ Ma –
Happy Mother’s Day. Love you all
forever.

Continued from page 5

who is leading the charge to address
equal justice and humane policies and
laws for Indigenous people throughout
the land through her leadership. There’s
also LaDonna Brave Bull Allard, the bona
fide leader of the effort to stop the
Dakota Access pipeline from destroying
Mother Earth, who passed away recently.
Of course, there are many more
women who are making a difference in
the public arena today that deserve
recognition and gratitude for their
Warrior Spirit. More locally, there are
strong humble women who make a
difference in the lives of our Indigenous
communities among rural and urban
locations. There is our good friend and
colleague Rose Davis, the owner and
editor of Indian Voices newspaper who
puts the word out to the people in a
truthful powerful manner through the
media. There’s Tamara Strohauer, San
Diego State University Social Work
Professor, Mentor and California Warrior
Spirit Movement co-founder, who helps
students achieve academic success and
supports Native communities in all
issues and concerns in the Southern
California area. There’s Ms. Anya Ashley,
a young Dine’ woman from Tuba City,
Arizona who unequivocally advocates for
the needs and future of the youth in a
powerful unassuming, but resoundingly
effective manner. There’s Mrs. Linda
Eagle Speaker, indigenous elder from
Minnesota who founded the Minnesota

LOS ANGELES
Los Angeles County plans to return
prime beachfront property to
descendants of a Black couple who built
a seaside resort for African Americans
but suffered racist harassment and were
stripped of it by local city leaders a

BLUE MOUNTAIN TRIBE
“ALL OUR RELATIONS”
Check out “Pray For Our Planet” on You-Tube
CD & Downloads at www.bluemountaintribe.com
Downloads also available on iTunes
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Google Plus
© All Rights Reserved,

bluemountaintribe@hotmail.com

www.RezRadio.FM

• Exclusive Southern California home of The Wolfman
Jack Show, Tuesdays through Saturdays at 6pm
• National Native News M-F 10a and noon
• Native America Calling live at 10a M-F
• Pala Today local news and events M-F
at noon
• Native music block Saturday mornings
7:30-10
• Rez Radio Reggae nightly 7-8p
• Old Time Radio shows from the 1930’s,
40’s and 50’s nightly at midnight and
Sunday afternoons.
• Rez Radio music mix of classic rock, country, soul,
blues, native and reggae 20 hours daily.

CONTACT US AT 91.3@REZRADIO.FM TO SUBSCRIBE TO OUR

FREE PROGRAMMING CALENDAR AND DAILY E-NEWSLETTER
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Police: Triple-Fatal Mountain View Fire
Apparent Murder-Suicide

AMERICAN PICKERS
to Film in California

A house fire that killed two
men and a woman is believed
to have been a case of
murder-suicide by means of
arson, authorities said.

The American Pickers are excited to
return to California! They plan to film
episodes of The History Channel hit
television series throughout your area in
June 2021. We understand that with
the proliferation of COVID-19, we are
all facing very uncertain times. We at
American Pickers are taking the
pandemic very seriously and will be
following all guidelines and protocols
for safe filming as outlined by the state
and CDC. While we plan to be in
California this June, we will continue to
re-schedule if conditions change for the
worse. Regardless, we are excited to
continue to reach the many collectors in
the area to discuss their years of
picking!
AMERICAN PICKERS is a
documentary series that explores the
fascinating world of antique “picking”
on The History Channel. The hit show
follows skilled pickers in the business,
as they hunt for America’s most
valuable antiques. They are always
excited to find sizeable, unique
collections and learn the interesting
stories behind them. As they hit the
back roads from coast to coast, the
Pickers are on a mission to recycle and
rescue forgotten relics. Along the way,
they want to meet characters with
remarkable and exceptional items. They
hope to give historically significant
objects a new lease on life, while
learning a thing or two about America’s
past along the way. The Pickers have
seen a lot of rusty gold over the years
and are always looking to discover
something they’ve never seen before.
They are ready to find extraordinary
items and hear fascinating tales about
them.
The American Pickers TV Show is
looking for leads and would love to
explore your hidden treasure. If you or
someone you know has a large, private
collection or accumulation of antiques
that the Pickers can spend the better
part of the day looking through, send
us your name, phone number, location,
and description of the collection with
photos to:
americanpickers@cineflix.com or call
855-OLD-RUST.
facebook: @GotAPick

SAN DIEGO, CA — A Mountain
View-area house fire that killed two men
and a woman last week is believed to
have been a case of murder-suicide by
means of arson, authorities reported
Thursday.
The single-story home in the 300
block of South 38th Street became
engulfed in flames and smoke about
6:15 a.m. last Thursday, according to
San Diego police.
Neighbors told arriving firefighters
that people were trapped inside the
burning house. Crews found the bodies
after forcing entry to try to rescue the
residents.
Authorities soon deemed the blaze

suspicious, and subsequent investigation
by the San Diego Metro Arson Strike
Team determined that the flames
apparently had been intentionally
ignited, with gasoline used as an
accelerant, SDPD Lt. Matt Dobbs said.
Two of those who died in the fire
have been identified as Katia Valdivia,
44, and her 26-year-old son, Angel.
Though investigators are still trying to
identify the body of the second man, he
and the other two are believed to have
lived together in the home just south of
Mount Hope Cemetery, according to
police.
"Autopsies have been performed on
all three subjects found inside, and all
appear to have died from fire-related
injuries," the lieutenant said.
It remains unclear who may have set
the deadly blaze, and investigators are
continuing to work to "determine what
roles each individual played in the
incident," the lieutenant said.

Putin Foe Navalny Sent to Prison Hospital
MOSCOW — Russian opposition
leader Alexei Navalny, who is in the
third week of a hunger strike while
behind bars, was moved to a hospital in
another prison after his doctor said he
could be near death, his lawyer said
Monday.
Navalny was transferred Sunday from
a penal colony east of Moscow to a
prison hospital in Vladimir, a city 180
kilometers (110 miles) east of the
capital, lawyer Alexei Liptser said after
visiting the politician on Monday
afternoon.
"Yesterday he was really unwell.
Given the test results and the overall
state of his health, it was decided to
transfer him here. In the evening, he
became significantly worse," Liptser said.

While Navalny was able to meet with
him Monday, he continued his hunger
strike and "in general his look indicates
he is really unwell," the lawyer added.

Just because you do not take an interest in politics doesn't mean
politics won't take an interest in you! -- Pericles (430 B.C.)
For more news throughout the month visit our website: indianvoices.net

Authentic California Native American
Artifacts and Custom Jewelry
Contact for more information

619-419-4620

Adam A. Rodriguez
Juaneno Band of Mission Indians
abelrodriguez93@yahoo.com

A Twenty Dollar Bill
by Kenneth G. White Jr.

Who cares about justice?
My badge gives me the right to kill
Someone over a twenty-dollar bill
Who cares about compassion?
I will put my knee on his neck
until he is still
Because of a twenty-dollar bill
Let me press a little harder
How does that feel
Put all my weight upon him
over a twenty-dollar bill
He is crying like a baby
But it ain’t real
I can’t breathe he’s lying
Over a twenty dollar-bill
Murder in broad daylight
It is kind of surreal
I am suffocating this guy in public
Over a twenty-dollar bill
The crowd around me will not
break my will
I will choke him for
Nine minutes and twenty-nine seconds
Over a twenty-dollar bill
He is black I am white
My prejudice is real
It does not bother me to kill him
over a twenty-dollar bill
The EMT’s are here
But what the hell
He stopped breathing my mission is
fulfilled
Over a twenty-dollar bill
I am a racist
It is plain and simple
I intentionally killed an innocent man
Over a twenty-dollar bill
All of you can complain and cry
There will be no justice or good will
Until America addresses the lesson
of a twenty-dollar bill
Stand up against racism
Don’t be silent don’t be still
And say God bless you George Floyd
Every time you see a twenty-dollar bill
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NEWS from Las Vegas/Nevada

8th Annual Las Vegas Black Film Festival
After a year of sitting home amid
COVID the Las Vegas community gears
up to celebrate black culture on a grand
scale. April 22nd-25th you can enjoy
this film festival live or in the comfort of
your own home, virtually
(lasvegasblackfilmfestival.festivee.com).
MsMichelle, founder and Las Vegas
Native,” noticed something missing from
Las Vegas culture.” With that in mind
she worked hard to learn the in and outs
of film making, producing and every
aspect concerning the industry. Eight
years later we are still being awed with
her enormous talent. This God-fearing
diva makes a point to thank the most

high for her success and is nationally
known for “The First Lady of Gospel
Theatre.’ She has earned many
accolades and credits. “EMERGE”
MsMichell’s one woman show which at
the Ron Decar’s Event Center located on
Las Vegas Boulevard. 2021’s feature
movie this year is “Coronaphobia”
featuring actress and writer Angela Blow.
This festival highlights so many black
film makers, writers, producers and
entrepreneurs like Ms. Angela Blow and
MsMichelle. Support your community
and the Las Vegas Black Film Festival
today. For more information email
info@lasvegasblackfilmfestival.com

Draft AB 264 Policy

to consult with representatives of our 27
Tribal Nations, Bands and Colonies,
along with Nevada state agencies and
partners to develop this important
policy.
“By sharing this draft policy written
by a Native American attorney with close
ties to the Nevada Indian Commission,
we hope that numerous Indigenous
experts will provide their insight on this
important process,” said Stacey
Montooth, executive director of the
Nevada Indian Commission. “Our
elders and Native American professionals
have a unique perspective on how our
communities and Tribal Nations operate,
and we want to incorporate that
awareness into our written policy.”
The Nevada Indian Commission is
requesting a returned marked up copy
and/or written comments and
suggestions on how to strengthen this
initial attempt to pen our written AB264
policy. Should the public prefer to
provide your feedback verbally, please
contact the NIC during regular business
hours (775) 687-7603 and staff will
transcribe your response to our draft.

In an attempt to get far ranging views
and feedback, the Nevada Indian
Commission is seeking public input on
the Nevada State-Tribal Collaboration
policy in conjunction with Nevada
Assembly Bill 264 / NRS Chapter 233A.
Passed by the Nevada Legislature in
2019, the Nevada Indian Commission
has been charged with developing and
implementing a policy that:
(a) Promotes effective communication
and collaboration between a state agency
and Tribal Nations;
(b) Promotes positive
government-to-government-relations
between this State and Tribal Nations;
(c) Promotes cultural competency in
providing effective services to Tribal
Nations; and
(d) Establishes a method for notifying
employees of a state agency of some of
the provisions of this act, and the policy,
including mandatory training.
Further, and most pressing, this law
requires the Nevada India Commission

tid bits ...
• Buffets re-open in Las Vegas June
1st, 2021
• The Happy Family from the
Lovelock Paiute Reservation needs
prayers for their beloved grandmother,
Lorri Happy
• Work by Native American artists
associated with the former Stewart
Indian School will be on display
through April at the Reno Tahoe
International Airport Concourse B, as
part of the exhibit “Propelling Nevada:
Communities, Heritage, Education &
Economy Through the Arts.
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APOTH ECARY…
This column is developing as We The
People pause to Caucus.
During this period of reflection an
healing we will continue to develop the
Indigenous Media Platform to be
launched here on the land on the
Great Kumeyaay Nation.
As soon as our Spiritual Warriors and
Civic First Responders finish up with
the Clean Up on Aisle USA and the
Black Snake retreats to the swamp, we
can ignite our indigenous intelligence
and move forward.

Where can I get my Indian Voices
(Southern Nevada)
• Fish Cage/NLV
• East Las Vegas Senior Community Center
• UNLV/Maryland Pkwy
• Community College of Southern
Nevada/Charleston Campus
• Aloha Kicthen/Maryland Pkwy
• Max Tax/ NLV
• The Starting Line Up Barbershop/
South Jones

California's Premier
Cannabis Processor
Happy Travels believes that cannabis
can play a positive role in enhancing our
lives and is committed to providing
quality, flavor, and value for those who
seek it. Our state-of-the-art processing
facilities are located in sunny San Diego,
CA. Happy Travels provides contract
manufacturing and is the exclusive
provider of Vapen branded products in
California.
CANNABIS PRODUCTS YOU CAN
COUNT ON
Happy Travels has state-of-the-art
production facilities in San Diego,
California producing premium Vapen
brand concentrates and edibles.
Email Us
admin@happytravelssd.com
Call Us
(833) HPY-TRVL (833) 479-8785

Looking behind I’m filled with gratitude. Looking forward
I’m filled with vision. Looking upwards, I’m filled with
strength. Looking within I discover peace

Criminalization of Marijuana Continues in
Spite of Legalization
As more states legalize recreational
cannabis use, a large group is continuing
to face marijuana-related criminalization:
anyone under 21. Similar to alcohol laws,
recreational adult-use cannabis laws
permit anyone 21 and over to use
cannabis recreationally. In practice, youth
prohibition doesn’t prevent young people
from using marijuana, but it does
increase the policing and criminalization
of Black, Brown and/or disabled young
people.
For example, Colorado legalized
cannabis in 2012, but youth are being
summoned en masse to drug court for
marijuana-related offenses. According
to state data, Colorado reported a total of
1,034 marijuana-related incidents during
the 2019-2020 academic year, of which
976 were court summons; 31 of the
incidents were arrests while 27 were
unknown.
The conclusion of a 2019 JAMA
Pediatric study affirms marijuana
legalization (for those 21 and over)
doesn’t reduce arrests for youth, nor do
youth benefit from decriminalization

policies when accompanied with
legalization. Although marijuana
decriminalization has the potential to
reduce youth arrests, this research
suggests this potential is lost when a state
adopts recreational legalization.
“[Cannabis] is being legalized across the
nation, and yet we [don’t] just want to
make it illegal for children, but create
criminal penalties that are going to follow
children,” explained Valerie Slater,
executive director of RISE for Youth. “It
makes zero sense.”
Legalization policies incorporate youth
criminalization as a misguided attempt to
restrict youth access and discourage
youth use. It’s important to note that
legalizing adult cannabis use doesn’t
increase youth use or access, according
to numerous studies. The Drug Policy
Alliance notes that youth use has
stabilized following legalization measures
in Washington State, Colorado and
Alaska. Youth prohibition isn’t driven by
logic, though; it’s based in existing
criminalizing policies originating during
Ronald Reagan’s era of drug policy.

Only when the last tree has died, and the last river
has been poisoned, and the last fish has been caught
will we realize we cannot eat money.

C.D. Ma.Teresa Quintana M.
CIRUJANO DENTISTA
ORTOPEDIA MAXILAR/ORTODONCIA
freshsmilyclinic@outlook.com
Calle 11 No. 8911 Zona Centro Tijuana B,C.
Tel: 664 684.23.81 / Cel: 664 188.91.56
¡¡¡PREVIA CITA!!!

Gwendolyn Parada
Chairwoman

LA POSTA BAND OF
MISSION INDIANS
8 Crestwood Rd., Box #1
Boulevard, CA 91905

619.478.2113
Cell: 619.301.4794
Fax: 619.478.2125
lp13boots@aol.com

For advertising opportunities contact:

BLACKROSE COMMUNICATIONS
Email: rdavis4973@aol.com • Website: www.IndianVoices.net • (619) 534-2435
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