
HELD IN ANAHEIM, CA at THE 
CONVENTION CENTER 
 
Story and photos by Rochelle Porter 

 
On Wed, April 20, 2022 Chief Oren Lyons 

Faithkeeper, Native American a member of the 
Onondaga and Seneca of the Iroquois Confederacy, and 
Co-Founder of the Iroquois Nationals received a 
Lifetime Achievement Award that was a pair of 
Autographed Boxing gloves 
by the “GOAT’’ GREATEST 
OF ALL TIMES 
MUHAMMAD ALI donated 
by Lonnie Ali the wife of the 
late Muhammad Ali at this 
year’s Indian Gaming 
Association Convention. I, 
Rochelle Porter was asked to 
participate in the ceremony. 
In Oren Lyons lifetime he has 
received several awards. Oren 
Lyon was a former Lacrosse 
Goalie and was also inducted 
into the Lacrosse Hall of 

Fame in 1993 and the Native 
American Hall of Fame in 
2008. 

On Thursday April 21, 
2022 Dr. Anthony Pico a 
War Veteran and Activist at 
Viejas for 24 years as Tribal 
Chairman of the Casino & 
Outlet Center was honored 
with the Rick Hill-Tim 

Wapato 
Sovereign 
Warrior Award. 
Former 
Chairman of 
the Viejas Band of Kumeyaay Indians that 
exemplifies the shared passion and 
commitment to tribal sovereignty that 
inspired the Leadership and Legacy of Hill 
and Wapato on behalf of the Tribal 
Government Gaming. 

Anthony Pico was introduced by 
Theresa Wapato and Former Indian 
Gaming Association Vice Chairman Daniel 
Tucker, former Chairman of the Sycuan 
Band of Kumeyaay Indians. 
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Grand Canyon West 34th 
Anniversary Celebration - 
Family of Indians 

 
by Clarence Gonzales / Lavonne Gonzales 
(RezconnectEnt & Promotions), Veronica 
Wood 

 
Annually, the Grand Canyon west 

Corporation, of the Hualapai Tribe. 
Sponsors an event called “The 
Anniversary”, filled with 
complimentary tours, t-shirts, five 
dollar pictures on the international 
world renowned- Skywalk, native 
american dance group performances, 
and a complimentary lunch. This year 

on the 23rd and 24th of April 2022. 
Our family and guest from Indian 
Voices started our journey to Grand 
Canyon West to attend the 34th 
Annual Grand Canyon West 
Anniversary. A day of celebration for 
the 34th year, Grand Canyon West, has 
been offering tours of the west rim of 
the grand canyon, on the Hualapai 
Indian reservation. 

As we arrived, to our destination, 
Grand Canyon West 
(https://grandcanyonwest.com) The 
festivities, had already begun. We 
joined the Hualapai Elders, Grand 
Canyon West CEO- Ruby Steele, 
Hualapai tribal Chairman and Hualapai 
Tribal Council in a dance for Grand 
Canyon West, employees who have 
passed on. While the ladies dance, the 

Grand Canyon West 34th Anniversary

SEE Grand Canyon West, page 2

Rochelle Porter facilitates unity with the Black 
Indian Seneca Nation Network.

Pico and Chief Oren Lyons

The Legacy of Muhammad Ali 
Strengthens Bond with Seneca Nation

Chairman Anthony Pico and Danny Tucker 
pray with the honorable Ernie Stevens.



I am proud to 
say that the first 
Latina justice on 
the California 
Supreme Court is 
from my district. 
The Commission 
on Judicial 
Appointments 
unanimously 
confirmed Justice 
Patricia Guerrero, just a few weeks ago, 
and then sworn in by Governor Gavin 
Newsom. Justice Guerrero is from the 

Imperial Valley, 
born to 
immigrant 
parents from 
Mexico. She has 
wide-ranging 
experience as a 
trial court judge, 
partner at a major 
law firm and 
Assistant U.S. 

Attorney. Congratulations to her for 
being a great role model for Latina 
women!
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First Latina Justice on the California 
Supreme Court

young men sing for the spirit to journey 
well and find its place with the creator. 

Indian Voices, Veronica Wood, 
interviewed, a lady by the name Flora 
Powskey. Flora’s, late husband, was Joe 
Powskey, whom was a well known artist. 
Joe, had many feminal pieces of art 
work. A few to name, where the 
Hualapai Tribal seal and Mohave county 
seal. Our lunch, that was provided to the 
attendees of the anniversary, was 
hamburgers, hot dogs, condiments, 
soda, water and cake.  

Eagle Point - Our next stop was 
Eagle Point, in Hualapai we say, Sa’ Nyu 
Wa, home of the Eagle. As the Indian 
Voices crew set up and immediately 
started to document Marcelino Osife, 
Clayburne Nodman and myself Clarence 
Gonzales and the dance group of ladies - 
“Sugar Bears”, Serena Bender, Rosie 
Jackson, Stacey Jackson. Named after the 
late Sylvia Jackson. Veronica, of Indian 
Voices interviewed Louise Benson, of 
whom at one time was Chairwomen of 
the Hualapai tribe, when Grand Canyon 
West was in adolescent stages of growth. 

“Grand Canyon west when it was a 
bus, dirt road and grandma Rhoda, was 
the cook. A plate of potato salad, beans, 
pitted beef, vegetable and homemade 
tortilla was the menu at guano point”, 
taken from Family of Indians pt 1. 
Guano Point, was the next stop. A look 
out point, filled with trails for hiking 

and by far the best for the photo genic 
personalities.  

As I stand, at the top of the wide trail, 
of which, at one time was the path way 
road for an old school bus. Which 

carried the 
guests of grand 
canyon west, 
through the 
tour. My 
thoughts were, 
“how in the 
world did they 
get the bus up 
and down this 
path”. As a 
kid, I used to 
stay at Grand 
Canyon West 
on weekends. 
While my 
father worked, 
as the bus 

driver. If I’m not mistaken this was back 
in the late, 1980’s. 

“When auntie Cheryl was going for a 
jog one morning and the name battle 
ship point, was a thought for that day. 
As she jogged by eagle point that 
morning. If I remember correctly”.  

On Sunday April 24th, Indian Voices 
spent the day with, the Grand Canyon 
West performers. Indian Voices 
interviewed Wynonna Sinyella and 
Quentin Paya.  

Quentin Paya (Louise Benson dance 
group) - Quentin Paya, otherwise 
known as BJ, to the locals. Bj’s story is 
unique. He is from the Havasupai Tribe, 
but resides in Peach Springs, Az. 
Amongst the Hualapai tribe. B.j, is a 
relative, by way of my fathers 
grandmother(Mon’ya) the late (“Ruby  

Quasula”, of the Hualapais, that 
inhabited the “Indian Camp”, in 
Seligman Arizona, blood line of Chief 
Quasula). Where the Havasupai and 
Hualapai People long ago (gu’d dav), 
used to gather and sing songs of healing, 
in the language spoken by both tribes, 
which is almost simular. Bj, carries a gift 
of song, dance and knowledge, handed 
down to him by his grandfather (Earl 
Paya). Even today, the Havasupai carry 
their language as a first language. Bj, is a 
fluent speaker and shares these songs, 

Grand Canyon West 
Continued from page 1

gourd and drum with the Havasupai, 
Hualapai people and guests of Grand 
Canyon West. 

The gift shop at the Ranch - the gift 
shop at the Ranch, at Grand Canyon 
west, carries a variety of hand made arts 
and crafts made by tribal members. 
There is a lady, in the gift shop, you can 
find and observe the technique of 
weaving small dream catchers or small 
arts and crafts. Her name is Besty 
Whatoname, daughter of the Late 
Wilford Whatoname, of whom was once, 
at one time, the Chairman of the 
Hualapai tribe. Wilford Whatoname Sr, 
whom produced a hand full of books 
about the Hualapai People. On several 
occasions, I had the chance to sit and 
talk with Mr. Whatoname. He shared 
information about the Hualapai tribe, 
political and non political stories. Besty, 
sits in the gift shop making dream 
catchers and other small trinkets you can 
find at, The gift shop, at the Ranch.  

Thunder Gourds - You can find a 
unique piece of art, here at the gift shop, 
at the Ranch called “Thunder Gourd”. 
The artist and producer of these unique 
Gourds is Roderick “Watts”Selana. 
Roderick, is originally from Shongopovi, 

AZ. He is from the Snow clan and is 
from the Hopi tribe, but has been living 
amongst the Hualapai People, for 
decades. Being retired, his time now, is 
filled with his passion for his artwork 
and creations. 

“Roderick hand carves, these unique 
collecters items called- “Thunder 
Gourds”. They are a large gourd carved 
and hollowed out, with a plastic 
enclosure. Which gives the gourd the 
thunderous sound, when the cord is 
pulled. The art work on the thunder 
gourds, are all free hand art. Some hand 
painted and others burnt in. 

Our weekend, didn’t stop till Tuesday. 
Indian Voices and the family of Indians, 
family, started shooting for the 
documentary.  

We would like to thank, the family of 
Flora Selana and Roderick Salena, for 
inviting Indian Voices, to their cabin, 
home and Grand Canyon West. Also, the 
Hualapai community of Peach Springs, 
Az. Who treated us well and were very 
supportive. The Reservation was 
beautiful, with a wide range of green 
trees, “The Hualapai Reservation, 
extends one million acres, on the rim of 
the Grand Canyon”. 

The problem for American democracy is not so much the share of 
Americans who believe in conspiracies, but the political system’s 

weakened ability to keep those ideas at bay.
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by Clovis Honoré, Social Justice Editor 
 

Do you know the number one cause 
of homelessness and lack of affordable 
housing? 

The number one cause of 
homelessness and lack of affordable 
housing, as stated in this article, is 
HEART FAILURE!! 

How many homeless people are there 
in America?  

The National Alliance to End 
Homelessness in their report: The State 
of Homelessness in America. Estimate 
there are more than a half a million 
homeless people in America. In a 
country with more than 329 million 
people, that only represents .15% of the 
population. Maybe we should all just go 
home and forget about it. 

How many homeless people are there 
in San Diego? 

According to the Regional Task Force 
on Homelessness, the best I could figure 
out is that there are around 8,000 
homeless people in San Diego. In a 
county with more than 3.3 million 
people, that only represents .24% of the 
population. Maybe we should just go 
home and forget about it.  

What would it take to house 8,000 
people in San Diego County? Not in La 
Jolla or Coronado or Rancho Santa Fe or 
even Eastlake.  

According to Rent Cafe there are 
places that rent one room for as low as 

$600.00 per month. $600 times 8 
thousand equals 4.8 million dollars or 
less than $60 million dollars a year.  

The GDP of San Diego County is 
$222.3 billion dollars. 60 million 
divided by 222.3 billion multiplied by 
100 equals .027%. Even at the average 
rent of $2,756 dollars it would only take 
10 cents out of every $100 dollars to 
house everyone. 

So, if we beloved San Diegans, in 
America’s finest city, could just find it IN 
OUR HEARTS to commit 10 cents out of 
every $100 dollars we generate, we 
could possibly house every homeless 
person in San Diego - PERMANENTLY!  

So, why don’t we? 
We pull our 2011 soft top convertible 

Jeep Wrangler, or Mercedes Benz, or 
SUV or Prius or Tesla - or whatever - 
into the left turn lane and carefully avoid 
making eye contact with the man or 
woman, or man and woman, standing or 
sitting in the median – or that person in 
the parking lot or that person on the 
sidewalk – with the cardboard sign that 
says “anything helps, God bless you.” 
We turn left and forget they were there, 
until the next time, or until we go 
downtown for a meeting or an evening, 
or until we hear the news about hepatitis 
or the police or a car running up on the 
curb and running over the people 
sleeping on the sidewalk.  

And we go back to our business as 
usual. We talk with our friends and 
co-workers and family members about 
how terrible it is - a human tragedy. And 
we go back to business as usual. We go 

Heart Failure to school, we go to work, we go to the 
game (surrounded by homeless people) 
… and then we go back to business as 
usual.  

“Change begins with me.” “Be the 
change you want to see.” Can my 
paycheck or salary or annuity or savings 
or 401(k), or stock options or dividends 
or distribution take a one tenth of one 
percent hit, so that everyone can have a 
roof over their head, like I do. Well, 
maybe not the split-level, vaulted 
ceiling, ranch style roof I have, but a 
roof, at least. When will we find it in our 
hearts to make that change?  

If those of us who have the resources, 
literally in our pockets, would have a 
change of heart we could end 
homelessness and never even feel that 
our pockets were any lighter. When all 
of us have a change of heart and get 
together and look at how we transform 
our economy, which generates 222.3 
billion dollars a year, into one that 
allows point one percent of that money 
to address homelessness, we will make a 
bigger impact than we ever imagined. 

In my opinion, Homelessness is a 

failure of the heart.  
Thank you for listening. 
 

Todd Gloria and the City of San Diego: 
The proposed budget lays out 

spending to continue to address 
homelessness, with an additional $13.6 
million dedicated to increasing shelter 
capacity, services and coordinated street 
outreach. Total funding for homelessness 
services is $63.3 million in this budget, 
with two-thirds of that sum coming 
from state and federal grant programs. 

 
County of San Diego: 

About $85 million of the American 
Rescue Plan Act funds will go towards 
addressing homelessness. The budget 
allows funds to go towards the creation 
of a homeless solutions department to 
streamline operations that are now 
spread across various agencies, the 
county said. Homelessness goes 
hand-in-hand with housing accessibility. 
About $107 million state and federal 
funding will go towards rental assistance 
programs.

REST IN PEACE 
DEWEY
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Affiliated Tribes, CEO/President, Quivera 
Enterprises LLC 

• Emily  Edenshaw, Yup’ik/Inupiaq, 
President & CEO, Alaska Native Heritage 
Center 

• Chelsea Fish, Seminole Nation of 
Oklahoma, Federal Project Officer, US 
Department of Labor 

• Kathryn Gardner-Vandy, Choctaw 
Nation of Oklahoma, Assistant Professor, 
Oklahoma State University 

• Jessi Goldner, Nottawaseppi Huron 
Band of the Potawatomi/Waseybek, 
Development Corporation, Director of 
Compliance, Nottawaseppi Huron Band 
of the Potawatomi/ Waseybek 
Development Corporation 

• Carly Griffith Hotvedt, Cherokee 
Nation of Oklahoma, Associate Director, 
Indigenous Food and Agriculture 
Initiative 

• Andrea Gusty, Yupik, Athabascan, 
Village of Aniak, President & CEO, The 
Kuskokwim Corporation 

• Eva Harvey, Native Village of Kiana, 
Alaska, Co-Founder, First Alaskans First 

• Kirby Hays, Cherokee Nation of 
Oklahoma, President & CEO, Hal Hays 
Constructions, Inc. 

• Tim Hicks, Muscogee (Creek) 
Nation, Chief Operating Officer – 
Hospital Services, Muscogee Nation 

• Kandace Howell-Keahbone, Caddo, 
Director of Operations, Kendra Horn for 
Senate 

• Thomas Ice, Cherokee Nation of 
Oklahoma, Small Business Banking 
Relationship Management Manager (LO), 
Wells Fargo and Company 

• Sasanehsaeh Jennings, Menominee, 
Tribal Liaison, University of Wisconsin 
System 

• Billye Jimerson, Muscogee (Creek) 
Nation, Public Health Administrator, 
Cherokee Nation Public Health 

• Kelbie Kennedy, Choctaw Nation of 
Oklahoma, Policy Manager and Policy 
Lead – National Security and 
Community Safety, National Congress of 
American Indians 

• Allison Lampo, Seneca Nation of 
Indians, Founder & Director of Projects, 
AMJ Concepts 

• Renee Linton, Organized Village of 
Grayling, Program Manager, Fairbanks 
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Winners will be recognized at a reception 
on May 25th in Las Vegas, NV 

MESA, AZ – The National Center for 
American Indian Enterprise 
Development (The National Center) 
announced the 2022 class of Native 
American 40 Under 40 award recipients. 
The Native American 40 Under 40 
awards represent the best and brightest 
emerging Indian Country leaders. Every 
year, 40 American Indian, Alaska Native, 
and Native Hawaiian leaders under the 
age of 40 are inducted in recognition of 
their leadership, initiative, and 
dedication, and for making significant 
contributions in their business and/or in 
their community. Award winners include 
leaders working in numerous fields 
including academia, government, 
non-profits, tourism, nature 
conservation, technology, and more. 

This year, The National Center will 
resume the tradition of honoring Native 
American 40 Under 40 awardees during 
an in-person reception on Wednesday, 
May 25, 6:30PM—8:30PM PST, in Drai’s 
at The Cromwell Hotel in Las Vegas, NV. 
To learn more about attending the 2022 
Native American 40 Under 40 reception, 
click here. Similar to the 2021 class, the 
2022 class of Native American 40 Under 
40 recipients have displayed resiliency 
and dedication during the COVID-19 
pandemic. The National Center looks 
forward to celebrating the 2022 class. 

View a list of the 2022 Native American 40 
Under 40 class below. 

“Inductees into the 2022 Native 

American 40 Under 40 Awards showcase 
the hard work, perseverance, and 
dedication that have come to define this 
prestigious award,” said Chris James, 
President and CEO of the National 
Center. “The Native American 40 Under 
40 represent leaders in tribal 
government, medicine, law, politics, 
activism, agriculture, Native cuisine, 
economic development, media, and 
many other areas. They are a reminder 
that Native American leaders are making 
a difference in every aspect of American 
life. I can’t wait to welcome the Class of 
2022 40 Under 40 Award Winners to 
the Reservation Economic Summit 2022, 
and I hope you’ll join us to celebrate 
their achievements.” 

  
2022 Native American 40 Under 40 

Award Recipients  
(Alphabetical order by last name): 

• Stephanie Allison, Navajo Nation, 
Owne r/CEO, DreamCatcher Financial 
Strategies, LLC 

• Peggy Barlett, Sault Ste. Marie Tribe 
of Chippewa Indians, Senior Counsel 
Husch Blackwell LLP 

• Pamela Boivin, Menominee, 
Executive Director, NiiJii Capital 
Partners, Inc. 

• Jackson Brossy, Navajo Nation, 
Assistant Administrator, Small Business 
Administration Office of Native 
American Affairs 

• Savannah Burwell, Chickasaw 
Nation, Content Manager, The 
Chickasaw Nation 

• Jeanie Campbell, Aleut, CEO / 
Owner, Grid Electric Corporation 

• Rachel Crawford, Wichita and 

The National Center Names 2022 Native 
American 40 Under 40 Recipients

Economic Development Corporation 
• Johnathon Lopez, Tunica-Biloxi 

Tribe of Louisiana, Atlanta Project 
Manager, Red Alligator LLC 

• Wendy Merrill, Mille Lacs Band of 
Ojibwe, Assistant General Manager, 
Grand Casino Mille Lacs 

• Cody Minyard, Muscogee (Creek) 
Nation, Attorney at Law/CEO, Cody 
Minyard, Attorney at Law, PLLC 

• Francine Moreno, Village of 
Alakanuk, Manager of Utility 
Operations, Alaska Native Tribal Health 
Consortium 

• Mary Kathryn Nagle, Cherokee 
Nation of Oklahoma, Partner, Pipestem 
Law P. C. 

• Melissa Peterson, Navajo, Director 
Tribal Relations, University of Kansas 

• Bryan Polite, Shinnecock Nation, 
Chairman, Council of Trustees 
Shinnecock Indian Nation 

• Joannie Suina Romero, Pueblo of 
Cochiti, Executive Director, Laguna 
Community Foundation, Inc. 

• Brandi Ross, Cherokee Nation of 
Oklahoma, Director of Business 
Development, The Akana Group, Inc. 

• Tessa Sayers, Turtle Mountain Band 
of Chippewa, Director of Marketing, 
American Indigenous Business Leaders; 
Owner/Designer/Artist, Soul Curiosity 

• Corey Still, United Keetoowah 
Band of Cherokee Indians, Director of 
Student Programming and Research, 
American Indian Graduate Center 

• Marley Tanner, Confederated Salish 
and Kootenai Tribe, Clinical Pharmacist, 
Indian Health Service, Crow/Northern 
Cheyenne Hospital 

• Concetta Tsosie de Haro, Navajo 
Nation, Democratic Counsel, U.S. 
Senate Committee on Indian Affairs 

• Shea Vassar Gomez, Cherokee 
Nation of Oklahoma, 
Journalist/Critic/Filmmaker, Freelance 

• Brian Weeden, Mashpee 
Wampanoag, Chairman/President, 
Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe 

• Alex Wesaw, Pokagon Band of 
Potawatomi Indians , Tribal Council 
Member At-Large & Director, American 
Indian Relations Division, Pokagon 
Band of Potawatomi Indians & Ohio 
History Connection 

• Carrie Whitlow, Cheyenne & 
Arapaho/Kiowa/Creek, Executive 
Director, Cheyenne & Arapaho 
Department of Education, Cheyenne & 
Arapaho Tribe

No Spiritual 
Surrender 

-- Wiconi

AALEMAN & ASSOCIATES 
Henry Mendibles Associate 
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Email treefuzz@cox.net 
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Veterans Welcome.

William Buchanan, President 
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Black Phone Records 
Native Scholar Performer 

Composer Phd  
(Luiseno/Maidu) 

 
Advocate for Native Youth 

and Scholarships 
alan@blackphonerecords.com

ALAN LECHUSZA AQUALLOElke W. Chenevey 
Vice President 

Financial Advisor

619/699-3707 (office) 
619/758-3619 (fax) 
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Shirley Murphy, President 
Taspan Consulting 
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A Short History of 
Indian Law in the 
Supreme Court 
by Matthew L.M. Fletcher 

The history of federal Indian law in 
the Supreme Court is dynamic, 
controversial, and inspiring. The 
history starts with the earliest 
decades of the Supreme Court and 
tracks the growth of the American 
Republic. 

Guiding Principles in Indian Law 
The long history of Supreme Court 

decisions in Indian law has cemented 
several guiding principles. First, Congress 
has plenary power in the exercise of its 
Indian affairs duties. Second, the United 
States owes a duty of protection to Indian 
nations and tribal members akin to a 
common law trust. Third, Indian nations 
retain inherent sovereign powers, subject 
to divestiture only by agreement or by 
Congress. Fourth, state law does not apply 
in Indian country absent authorization by 
Congress. Finally, Congress must clearly 
state its intention to divest tribal 
sovereignty. 

Modern federal Indian law has given 
space for Indian nations to exercise 
self-governance and to preserve tribal 
lands, economies, and cultures. But for 
too long before the modern era, the 
Supreme Court ratified the mass 
dispossession of Indian lands, exploitation 
of Indian resources by outsiders, and 
attacks on tribal cultures, governments, 
and economies. 

Until the Warren and Burger Court 
eras, the Supreme Court deferred 
absolutely to Congress and the executive 
branch prerogatives in setting federal 
Indian policy, which usually was designed 
to undermine tribal self-determination. 
However, during the Warren and Burger 
Court eras, the Court increasingly pushed 
back on bad federal policy and became a 
leader in modernizing federal Indian law. 
Strangely, despite congressional and 
executive branch support for tribal 
self-governance since the 1970s, the 
Supreme Court often has continued to 
resist federal Indian policy, undermining 
tribal governance. 

Beginnings 
The history of Indian law in the 

Supreme Court opens with the Marshall 
Trilogy—Johnson v. M’Intosh, 21 U.S. 543 
(1823); Cherokee Nation v. Georgia, 30 
U.S. 1 (1831); and Worcester v. Georgia, 
31 U.S. 515 (1832). The Trilogy, primarily 
authored by Chief Justice John Marshall, 
established federal primacy in Indian 
affairs, excluded state law from Indian 
country, and recognized tribal governance 
authority. Moreover, these cases 
established the place of Indian nations in 
the American dual sovereign structure that 

still governs today. 
Johnson is best known for the adoption 

of the Doctrine of Discovery as the origin 
of American property title, but the case 
more properly should be known as the 
decision that established federal 
supremacy in Indian affairs over the states 
and individuals. The case involved a 
dispute over the ownership of parcels of 
land in the Ohio River Valley. Both parties 
claimed they had acquired title from 
Indian nations in the area, the Piankeshaw 
and Illinois Indians. The Supreme Court 
held that Indians could not sell their 
property interests— known to the Court 
as Indian title, original Indian title, or 
aboriginal title—to anyone except the 
national sovereign. Indian sales to 
individuals (as in this case) or to states or 
any other nation were void. The Court 
confirmed national authority over Indian 
affairs, which had barred all land and 
commercial transactions with Indians 
absent sovereign consent since at least the 
1763 British Proclamation, a policy 
adopted by the First Congress in the 1790 
Trade and Intercourse Act. 

Congress reaffirmed federal supremacy 
over Indian affairs in the two Cherokee 
cases, Cherokee Nation and Worcester. 
There, the State of Georgia tried to assert 
the authority to legislate the Cherokee 
Nation’s government out of existence, and 
then to confiscate Indian lands and 
resources. In the first case, a deeply split 
Court held that the Cherokee Nation was 
a domestic nation, but neither a state nor 
a foreign nation. In the second case, the 
Court held that the state laws had “no 
force” in Indian country, barred under the 
Supremacy Clause by federal statutes and 
the Cherokee Nation’s treaties with the 
United States. Id. at 561. Of course, the 
Court’s decision favoring the tribe did 
nothing to prevent the political and 
military process that eventually forced the 
Cherokee people to undergo the Trail of 
Tears. 

 
The Interregnum 

The Supreme Court’s foundational 
cases allowed the federal political 
process— and all its attendant prejudices, 
inconsistencies, and complexities—to 
dominate Indian affairs after the Marshall 
Trilogy for a century and a half. A second 
trilogy of cases, informally known as the 
plenary power trilogy, memorialized the 
darkest decades for Indian people in 
American history. These cases—Ex parte 
Crow Dog, 109 U.S. 556 (1883); United 
States v. Kagama, 118 U.S. 375 (1886); 
and Lone Wolf v. Hitchcock, 187 U.S. 553 
(1903)—explored the outer boundaries of 
congressional and executive power over 
Indian affairs, Indian lands, and even 
Indian lives—almost always without the 
consent of Indian people or Indian 
nations. 

Federal Indian policy of the nineteenth 
century featured the wholesale removal of 
entire Indian nations from the East to 
what is now the central United States; 
large-scale and destructive warfare with 
Indian nations in the Southeast, the Great 

Plains, and the far West; and confiscation 
and exploitation of remaining and 
reserved Indian lands and resources by the 
United States and its citizens. Indian 
nations often became isolated on 
reservations or checkered parcels of 
detached lands in out-of-the-way regions. 

The legal import of this isolation came 
to the forefront in Crow Dog and Kagama. 
In Crow Dog, leaders from the Sicangu 
band of Lakota Indians were conflicted 
over whether to concede additional lands 
and resources to the United States. Crow 
Dog, the leader of the group opposed to 
the concession, allegedly murdered 
Spotted Tail, the proponent of the 
concession. Federal officials wanted to 
prosecute Crow Dog under federal law, 
but the Supreme Court held that no 
federal statute or Indian treaty expressly 
authorized federal criminal jurisdiction 
over an Indian-on-Indian crime on Indian 
lands. 

Congress quickly passed the Major 
Crimes Act, expressly authorizing federal 
criminal jurisdiction in such cases. 
Kagama was the first prosecution under 
the Act to reach the Supreme Court. For 
the first time, the Court addressed the 
source of Congress’ constitutional 
authority over Indian affairs and Indian 
country. The Court rejected the 
government’s contention that the Indian 
Commerce Clause authorized the 
extension of federal criminal jurisdiction 
over Indian country, the provision that 
Congress long had relied upon for much 
of its Indian affairs program. The Court 
held instead that more generalized federal 
interests in maintaining law and order on 
Indian lands, and protecting Indian people 
from states and their citizens, authorized 
the Major Crimes Act. 18 U.S.C. § 1153. 

Meanwhile, Congress established 
allotment as national policy. Allotment 
involved the breakup of Indian 
reservations by “allotting” parcels to 
individual Indians and then selling 
“surplus” lands on the open market. 
Allotment was an unqualified disaster for 
Indian people, tribal governments, and 
reservation governance. Non-Indians 
quickly and efficiently acquired the most 
valuable allotted and surplus lands 
through legal and illegal means, and by 
1928 two-thirds of the tribal land base 
disappeared. 

Lone Wolf involved the objection to an 
allotment plan for the Kiowa- 
Comanche-Apache reservation. See 
generally Angela R. Riley, The Apex of 
Congress’ Plenary Power over Indian 
Affairs: The Story of Lone Wolf v. 
Hitchcock, in Indian Law Stories 189 
(Carole Goldberg et al. eds., 2011). Under 
the terms of the treaty, two-thirds of the 
adult males of the tribes would have to 
consent before the treaty could be 
amended. Lone Wolf the Younger argued 
that the Americans fraudulently acquired 
the consent of the tribe and the allotment 
plan approved by Congress should be 
enjoined. The Court held that Congress 
had the authority to proceed with the 
allotment plan under its plenary power 

over Indian affairs, that federal altering of 
Indian property rights over tribal 
objections could proceed because the tribe 
would receive compensation, and that the 
Court would presume that Congress was 
acting in good faith in setting the terms of 
compensation. The Court seemingly held 
that Indian claims challenging 
congressional and executive branch 
decisions on Indian affairs were not 
subject to judicial review by the courts. 

The Supreme Court’s extreme deference 
to the federal government’s Indian affairs 
policies extended to the mid-nineteenth 
century. The capstone plenary power 
decision has to be Tee- Hit-Ton Indians v. 
United States, 348 U.S. 272 (1955). See 
generally Walter R. Echo-Hawk, In the 
Courts of the Conqueror: The 10 Worst 
Indian Law Cases Ever Decided 359 
(2010). There, the Interior Department 
authorized the harvesting of valuable 
timber in the Tongass National Forest 
claimed by Alaska Natives. The Court held 
that Congress never vested Alaska Native 
property rights and that the taking of 
property protected by Indian title was not 
subject to the Fifth Amendment Takings 
and Just Compensation Clause. 

 
The Modern Era 

The Supreme Court reaffirmed inherent 
tribal authority in Williams v. Lee, 358 
U.S. 217 (1959), a decision heralded by 
Charles Wilkinson as the first case of the 
modern era of federal Indian law. Charles 
F. Wilkinson, American Indians, Time, and 
the Law 1 (1987). A non-Indian shop 
owner sued two members of the Navajo 
Nation in state small claims court to force 
the payment of debts incurred at the store, 
which was located in the Navajo 
reservation. The Supreme Court 
modernized tribal sovereignty by holding 
that state courts do not possess 
jurisdiction to hear claims brought arising 
on Indian lands against Indian defendants 
without congressional authorization. 

Following Williams’ lead in relation to 
state authority, the Court reaffirmed 
several principles initially announced in 
Worcester v. Georgia and its 
progeny—that states may not tax 
on-reservation transactions involving tribal 
members (for example, Warren Trading 
Post Co. v. Arizona State Tax Commission, 
380 U.S. 685 (1965)), may not tax 
on-reservation income of tribal members 
(for example, McClanahan v. Arizona State 
Tax Commission, 411 U.S. 164 (1973)), 
may not tax on-reservation tribal 
economic development projects (for 
example, White Mountain Apache Tribe v. 
Bracker, 448 U.S. 136 (1980)), and may 
not regulate onreservation activity 
inconsistent with tribal government 
prerogatives (for example, New Mexico v. 
Mescalero Apache Tribe, 462 U.S. 324 
(1983)). The high point for tribal interests 
was the Supreme Court’s dramatic 
rejection of the State of California’s effort 
to regulate tribal bingo operations in 
California v. Cabazon Band of Mission 

SEE Short History of Indian Law, page 10
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Wade in the water  
Wade in the water, children 
Wade in the water 
God’s gonna trouble the water… 

by Windy Goodloe, Seminole Indian Scouts 
Cemetery Association Secretary 

The first time I heard that song, I 
didn’t understand what it meant, but I 
knew that it had affected me deeply. I 
knew that it was different from the 
songs I’d heard on the radio. I knew that 
it made me feel differently than the 
songs I’d heard on the radio. I must 
confess. “Wade in the Water” is one of 
my favorite songs — period. It was a 
song I’d heard sung during Seminole 
Days and Juneteenth and at church 
when I was a little girl, along with “This 
Little Light of Mine,” the Negro National 
Anthem, and several others. 

In the world that we live in today, we 
can pull up any song that we want 
instantly on our phones or on our 
computers. For example, just the other 
day, while I was at the Plaza del Sol mall 
in Del Rio, a song that I hadn’t heard in 
years came on as I was exiting, and by 
the time I got to the car, I had 
downloaded the song, and I was able to 
listen to it several times on the drive 
home. We are so lucky to live in a time 
where music is so accessible. When we 
want to set a certain mood, all we have 

Why We Sing

to do is go to Spotify 
or Apple Music. 
Music, personally, has 
been an integral part 
of my existence for as 
long as I can 
remember. So much 
so that I studied it 
while I was in 
college. I was and 
still am obsessed 
with jazz, particularly 
John Coltrane, Miles 
Davis, and Billie 
Holiday. And it was 
while I was in college 
that I first learned 
about the depth that 
some music possesses. I had amazing 
music professors who stressed the 
importance of both technical proficiency 
and fostering an intimate, emotional 
relationship with the material being 
performed. In learning about the history 
of music, I was dumbfounded when I 
learned that the first instrument was not 
the drum or an early version of a piano, 
flute, or guitar. The first instrument was 
the human voice. The human voice. 
Think about that. As soon as our ancient 
ancestors learned to make guttural 
sounds, they also began to make melodic 
sounds. They used their voices to do 
things like communicate with each other, 
to pass the time, and to soothe crying or 
sleepy babies. Our voices have traversed 
not only centuries but millennia, and our 
voices remain one of the most important 
testaments of our existence. We have 
carried our voices with us for our whole 
existence, and we must continue to carry 
and use our voices as instruments of 
record and change. In learning all of this, 
I couldn’t help but wonder, Why did 
they sing? And why do we sing?  

The history of the Negro spiritual 
begins in the motherland. In Africa, 
music was infused in every aspect of 
everyday life. Songs were sung to 
celebrate births, deaths, and weddings. 
Songs were also sung as they worked. 
Along with the voice, the drum was 
another important instrument used as a 
form of communication. Rhythms were 
created to signal births, deaths, and to 
send various other types of messages. By 
using drums, Africans created a form of 
communication that was to be envied, 
and it rivaled almost any other form of 
communication that existed at that time. 

Now, imagine being forced into a 
situation that was not of your choosing. 
Imagine having your home, your drum, 
and life as you know it snatched away 
from you. Imagine being stolen away 
from all that you know and love. 
Imagine being packed like sardines into 
a ship, where you embarked on a three 
to four-month journey that would take 
you into the very bowels of hell. If you 
survived, when you reached this new 
destination, you were told that your 
language, your beliefs, your way of life 
were no longer yours. Instead a new 
language, a new set of beliefs, and a new 
way of life were forced upon you. But 
one thing that was not taken were the 
voices of the enslaved Africans. And 
when Africans were forced into slavery, 
their voices, their music, came with 
them. Negro spirituals became a way to 
communicate, a way to lament this life, a 
way to console each other. 

When they were forced to accept 
Christianity, they took certain stories in 
the Bible and used those stories to create 
codes that would later be used to help as 
they attempted to escape. The most 
popular story used in Negro spirituals 
was the story of Moses and the Exodus. 
It is not a coincidence that Harriet 
Tubman was called Moses. “Wade in the 
Water” is an excellent example of how 
these codes were used to guide those 
who were looking for freedom.  

The following excerpt is from the 
book Soul Praise: “As with many of the 
slave songs that bore religious themes, 
‘Wade in the Water’ was one that carried 
a dual message for those slaves who were 
planning to escape. One of several used 
by Harriett Tubman when instructing 

slaves about a pending 
escape, the song 
warned those who 
were fleeing how to 
throw pursuing 
bloodhounds off their 
scent. 

A powerful song 
with a strong and 
encouraging message, 
it seems that the main 
message of this 
popular hymn serves 
as a reminder of this 
scripture: ‘An angel 
went down at a certain 
season into the pool 
and troubled the 

water: Whosoever then first after the 
troubling … stepped in was made whole 
of whatsoever disease he had’ (John 5:4). 
Just as the angel of the Lord had 
‘troubled’ the water to bring healing to 
the sick, the Lord can bring healing and 
deliverance to those who are oppressed. 

This song was also a reminder to the 
escapees to travel near the rivers and 
streams for cover, safety, food, and 
direction. Like others before it, this song 
points directly to the Israelites, their 
captivity and bondage in Egypt, and 
their deliverance by God at the hands of 
Moses. The message sent by God was for 
the Pharaoh to set the Israelites free, so 
they could worship God. To get to that 
place of worship, God’s people had to 
‘wade’ through the waters to get to the 
other side and away from the pursuing 
armies of Pharaoh. 

The Israelites crossed over on dry 
land because their faith kept the water 
from crashing down on them. When 
trouble approached in the form of their 
former captors, the people saw God act 
on their behalf. He troubled the water so 
that the enemy could not come near.” 

As these enslaved Africans sought 
their freedom, they carried these 
powerful, sacred songs with them. They 
sang them as a way to encourage and 
compel each other forward into a brand 
new unknown. The Black Seminoles 
who first found refuge in Florida, who 
then settled unhappily in Oklahoma, 
who then migrated to Mexico in search 
of their very own Promised Land, carried 
these songs with them. And when they 
were recruited by the US Army and 
stationed at Fort Clark, they continued 

SEE Why We Sing, page 7

Seminole Indian Scouts Cemetery Association members at Seminole Canyon during 
Seminole Days 2021
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by Eleanora Robbins, PhD 

The 2022 Native American 
Graduation and Honoring Ceremony at 
Mission Trails Regional Park featured 22 
Native American graduates from San 
Diego State University. They were from 
many different university departments, 
and got BA, BS, and MS degrees. Sycuan 
(Skylar Beasley), San Pasqual (Vanessa 
Martinez), and La Jolla (Clyde Schlater) 
reservations in San Diego were happily 
represented. The person who inspires me 
the most is Ana Marta Rodriguez (San 
Jose de la Zorra), who got her BA in 
American Indian Studies. Husband Dr. 
Stan Rodriguez (San Pasqual reservation) 

stood proudly by--what’s the deal with 
San Pasqual? Must be something in the 
water! In her spare time, she operates 
Kosay Kumeyaay Market in Old Town 
San Diego.
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to sing. And what is interesting is that 
on both sides of the border, Negro 
spirituals continued to live. In Mexico, 
Gertrude Vasquez, the matriarch of the 
Negros Mascogos, remembered these 
songs that had been sung in her youth 
and taught them to several of the other 
women in El Nacimiento. She taught 
them the songs in English, and they 
continue to sing them in English, even 
though many of the singers only speak 
Spanish.   

In Texas, Miss Charles Emily Wilson, 
who was our matriarch, made sure that, 
every time we gathered together, there 
was some kind of singing going on. Even 

now, I can visualize the silence that held 
the space just before I would hear 
someone moan, just before beginning 
the first verse or launching into the 
chorus. 

When I was a child, I had no idea 
what I was singing. I just knew that I felt 
what I was singing. Occasionally, 
someone would pull out a tambourine, 
but most of the time, we just clapped 
our hands and feet to keep rhythm. I 
remember looking around and seeing 
many people with their eyes closed as 
their bodies swayed. I didn’t know how 
to articulate it then, but I knew that 
these songs were taking the adults who 
were gathered around me to another 
place. 

 Negro spirituals are a uniquely 

American form of art and expression. 
The singing of Negro spirituals is a 
sacred act. If you are not familiar with 
them, I do encourage you to learn more 
about them. No matter what your voice 
sounds like sing them. Singing them is 
really the only way to experience them. 
As you sing ask yourself, What am I 
feeling?  

And why don’t we try it now, how 
about we sing something that I am sure 
we all know – “This Little Light of 
Mine.” (And then we sing. ) 

Now, what does it mean? What is it 
about? It is about the importance of 
having strength (or light) even when 
facing adversity. It has been sung for 
centuries and was sung very often 
during the Civil Rights Movement.  

In closing. WEB Dubois, the author of 
The Souls of Black Folks, called negro 
spirituals “the most beautiful expression 
of human experience born this side of 
the seas.” Enslaved Africans raised their 
voices to lament the harshness of slavery, 
the absolute desperateness of their 
situation. They raised their voices to 
send signals to one another, to cajole 
and guide each other as they dared to 
escape. This was why they sang, and this 
is why we continue to sing. We use our 
voices to express what we feel inside. We 
use our voices to reveal our hearts. “We 
use our voices,” as Bernice 
Johnson-Reagon of Sweet Honey in the 
Rock said, “to announce our existence.”  

Thank you.

Why We Sing 
Continued from page 6

Michael Wilken is an applied cultural 
anthropologist 
specializing in 
indigenous 
peoples of Baja 
California.  He 
has documented 
traditional 
lifeways of the 
Kumiai and 
Paipai peoples, 
and has 
developed lifelong 
collaborative 
relationships with 
many indigenous 
artists and cultural 
authorities, helping 
to promote 
sustainable 
livelihoods and 
cultural revitalization. 
Wilken’s writings have been 
published in both academic 
journals and popular 
magazines such as News from 
Native California. His 
research interests include the 
ethnography of Baja 
California and linkages with 
Yuman peoples of California 
and Arizona, material culture 
and technology, cultural revitalization, 
ethnobotany, traditional indigenous 
environmental management, and 
sustainable community development. 

This research is disseminated through 
publications, collaborative 
indigenous community 
projects, museum exhibits, 
ethnobotanical gardens and 
the organization of 
binational activities that 
promote the unique 
anthropological heritage of 
Baja California. 

 
Kumeyaay Ethnobotany: 
Shared Heritage of the 
Californias 

For thousands of 
years, native peoples 
have made their homes 
in the coasts, valleys, 
mountains and deserts 
of northern Baja 

California and southern 
California. Through lifetimes 
of interactions with native 
plants in the diverse 
landscapes of the region, they 
have continuously refined 
their botanical knowledge, 
passing it on from generation 
to generation. Today, many 
Kumeyaay Indians in the 
far-flung ranches of northern 

Baja California still regularly practice the 
skills necessary to transform native 
plants into food, medicine, arts, tools, 

Kumeyaay Ethnobotany

SEE Kumeyaay Ethnobotany, page 11
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We continue to be 
blessed bringing Reggae 
music and roots music back 
in the hands of brothers 
and sisters that love culture 
and justice. Johnny 
Osbourne last week, Dezarie 
May 22n, followed by Sister 
Carol June 4th. It's going to 
be an honor to have Dezarie 
at WorldBeat Center 
because she does not come 
on tour too often. Show will 
be Sunday, May 22 and 
doors will open at 8pm. 
Tickets are $25 in advance 
and $30 at the door and 
are available at WorldBeat 
Center located at 2100 Park 
Blvd, San Diego, 92101. 

Dezarie, is a Roots Rock 
Reggae artist who has dedicated her art to the 
everyday struggle of life, and the triumphant 
empowerment of the human spirit. Her music carries a 
melodic and spiritual message of divine elevation, with 
a powerful rumination of equal rights and justice. 

Born on the island of St. Croix, US Virgin Islands, 
Dezarie's exposure to its cultural energy, empowered 
the development of her unique, gentle, yet compelling 
voice. From a young age, this Phoenix Angel and 
Rastafari Empress, has been encompassed in music, 
developing her skill in church and in school programs. 

Her catalog has yielded five albums of which 
include popular hits “Strengthen Your Mind,” “Love in 
Your Meditation,” and “Gracious Mama Africa.” In 
2001, she released her debut album, “Fya”, which 
propelled her to the international arena. In 2003 she 
released “Gracious Mama Africa”, followed by “Eaze 

The Pain” in 2008, “The Fourth Book” in 2010 and “Love In 
Your Meditation” in 2014. Presently, Dezarie is in the process of 
completing a new album to be released mid 2022. 

Over the years Dezarie has toured and headlined major 
festivals in The United States, South America, Africa, Europe, 
and the Caribbean, thus she has maintained her status as being 
one of the most sought after and successful Roots Reggae 
artist. Additionally, Dezarie has collaborated and shared the 
stage with Reggae greats Midnite Band, Steel Pulse, Capleton, 
and Sizzla. 

Dezarie is a steward and advocate for the development of 
women in the music industry. Through her music, her mission is 
the restoration of the balance between people, the environment, 
and our spirituality. 

https://www.facebook.com/dezarieofficial/ 

Sister Carol is undoubtedly one of the most talented, 
hardest working female reggae artists in the industry. She 
has been working the front line for over thirty years. Her 
music carries a positive social message. Her music is rich 
with cultural values and social consciousness. 

Saturday, June 4th Sister Carol will be in concert at the 
WorldBeat Cultural 
Center. Doors open 
at 8pm and tickets 
are $25 in advance 
and $30 at the door.          

Sister Carol is 
one of the reggae 
figueres that we 
have worked with 
for years. And she's 
one of our 
favorites! She's 
been nicknamed 
"Mother Culture" 
and "Black 
Cinderella." 
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WorldBeat Center is excited to announce its collaboration with the MLK Task Force 
in Detroit Michigan. With this collaboration the MLK Task Force will be traveling its 
exhibit: "Pathways to Freedom in the Americas". The exhibit will be at the WorldBeat 
Center for 5 years and plans to expand the exhibit by adding its research on the 
history of enslaved Africans who escaped to Spanish Florida and then into the 
Bahamas and Caribbean, as well the heritage of the Black Seminoles who made it to 
Texas when it was a part of Mexico and then was separated by the border, the Afro-
Mexicans in Costa Chica, Oaxaca and much more. 

Entitled, “Pathways to Freedom in the Americas: Shared Experiences Between 
Michigan, USA and Guerrero, México,” the exhibit is in English and Spanish and uses 
video, maps, photographs, art, and music to depict a different aspect of the trans-
Atlantic slave trade. It tells the story of African-American slaves escaping south to 
freedom in México; African heritage as it continues to permeate Mexican culture—
especially in the Costa Chica region of Guerrero; the migration of Mexicans to 
Michigan, and the culture as it has manifested in Southwest Detroit. 

Everyone is welcome to attend the soft opening of the exhibit on Juneteeth, June 
19th 2-6pm and the exhibit opening on Friday, July 1st 6-8pm.

by Karen Purcell 
 
The NOISE APP is here! Please visit the 

App Store or Google Play to download the 
NOISE PROJECT app. Simply search for 
NOISE PROJECT and download! 

The NOISE Project 
(www.noiseproject.org) is a Community 
Science Research Project funded by the 
National Science Foundation and led by 
communities that have been historically 
excluded from the sciences in 
collaboration with the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology.  

The NOISE Project Centers equity in the fight against 
noise pollution. Our goal is to explore noise impacts on 
personal and community wellbeing and connect people to 
safe and healthy sound environments while acknowledging 
the ties between environmental justice, historical systemic 
oppression, and racial justice work.  

 
What does the App do? 
LEARN ABOUT NOISE POLLUTION and EQUITY: Read 

about noise pollution through a wellbeing and social 
justice lens. Exposure to high levels of noise has been 
linked to learning difficulties and behavioral problems in 
children, hearing loss, hypertension, diabetes, 
cardiovascular disease, and reduced birth weight. Research 

shows that people living in more racially segregated, low-
income communities experience higher levels of noise.  

MEASURE NOISE and CHECK IN ON YOUR MOOD: 
Sound is measured in 
units called decibels 
(dB). The higher the 
decibel level, the 
louder the noise.  With 
this app, you’ll be able 
to measure noise and 
begin exploring the 
impact of noise 
pollution on your local 
environment.  When 
you use the noise level 
meter, the app will 

automatically measure how loud or quiet your 
environment is. You’ll have the opportunity to check in on 
your mood, share additional details and designate safe and 
quiet spaces as NOISE REFUGES. 

YOU RISK PERMANENT HEARING LOSS AND 
OTHER HEALTH HAZARDS IF YOU ARE EXPOSED TO: 

• 85+ dB(A) regularly (8+ hours per day)  
• 100+ dB(A) regularly (15+ minutes per day)  
• 110+ dB(A) regularly (1.5+ minutes per day) 
Excessive noise can have negative health effects like 

heart disease, diabetes, lower birth weight and learning 
difficulties. 

COMMUNITY MAP AND YOUR REPORTS: Explore all 
your noise measurements in YOUR REPORTS and check 
in on the COMMUNITY MAP to see what you and others 

have shared over time and find NOISE REFUGES. 
We believe that we must change the way science is done 

so it includes our community voices. Collaborating in an 
equitable way means that this research isn’t being done 
“traditionally”. It’s co-created and co-led by community 
members so our communities benefit directly. 

Our goal is to understand how noise pollution affects 
our communities, our ecosystems and our health so we 
can create real change. We are raising awareness about 
noise pollution and promoting wellbeing and connection 
with nature. We’re consciously prioritizing the values and 
strengths of our communities. We abide by our co-created 
working agreements and community review board non-
negotiables. Learn more about our process here: 
https://noiseproject.org/process/ 

We want to acknowledge all the communities who have 
contributed to the co-creation of this project and app: The 
WorldBeat Center in San Diego CA; Metro Atlanta Urban 
Farm in Atlanta GA; Camp Compass Academy in 
Allentown PA; Comunidades Latinas Unidas en Servicio in 
St. Paul MN; Green Jay Bird Conservancy, Mexico; J.E.D.I. 
Heart, OR; Ndor Eco Village, Ghana; The Avarna Group, 
CA; Daughters of Charity, USA; Nosotros Radio, NY; La 
Joven Guardia del Teatro Latino, NY, and the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology, NY. 

This material is based upon work supported by the 
National Science Foundation under Grant No. #DRL-
1811234: “Developing the Processes and Potential to 
Engage Historically Underrepresented Communities in 
Public Participation in STEM Research Through Authentic 
and Impactful Collaboration” (NOISE Project).

The NOISE APP is HERE!

Yahki and the WorldBeat provided seeds, 
healthy foods and alkaline drinks. We were tired 
at the end but also elated to see so many 
Awaked brothers and sisters.  

I have to mention Awakaned Mariea 
Antoinette, San Diego's Black harpist. She tore 
the house down with her new and beautiful 
celestial harp.  

95 percent of the people who attended were 
from across the country and the other 5 percent 
were from San Diego. Next time Yahki, returns 

to San Diego, I want to see 
the Awakened brothers 
and sisters to come and 
tune into his frequency. 
But more awoke brothers 
and sisters BIPOC and 
indigenous are joining 
together with knowledge 

and light so we can save our culture and planet. 
To learn more about Yah'ki Awakened go to wwww.yahkiawakened.com 
 
One Perfect Love, Makeda Dread

Vegan Zucchini-
Mushroom Baked 
Omelette 

 
by Kolita Scruggs (Twin) 

 
serves 4 
 
1 Onion, diced 2 lbs. Tofu, mashed  
8-9 Mushrooms, sliced 2 T. Oil 
2 Zucchinis(medium/sized )diced  
1 t. Turmeric 
Bragg’s Liquid Aminos, dash.  
2 T NutritionalYeast  
1/2 t. Dill Weed. 2 T B  

Garlic & Onion Powder, 
Bragg’s , dash.  

1 T Spike Seasoning  
Nutritional Yeast, sprinkle 

for sauté  
 
• Sauté onions, 

mushrooms, and zucchini 
with a little Bragg’s , dill weed, garlic, onion 
powder and nutritional yeast.  

• In a bowl, mix tofu, oil, turmeric, nutritional 
yeast, Bragg’s and Spike. 

• When vegetable sauté is finished, add to the 
tofu batter and mix well. 

• Flatten batter onto oiled baking sheet (batter 
should be about an inch high). Bake in a pre-
heated oven at 350 

• for 30 minutes or until golden brown.
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Indians, 480 U.S. 202 (1987). 
Further following Williams’ lead in 

relation to tribal governance authority, the 
Supreme Court affirmed numerous aspects 
of tribal governance authority—including 
the power to tax members and 
nonmembers (for example, Washington v. 
Colville Confederated Tribes, 447 U.S. 
134 (1980)), the power to prosecute 
Indian lawbreakers (United States v. 
Wheeler, 435 U.S. 313 (1978)), tribal 
sovereign immunity (for example, Santa 
Clara Pueblo v. Martinez, 436 U.S. 49 
(1978)), the power to adjudicate civil 
claims (for example, National Farmers 
Union Insurance Cos. v. Crow Tribe of 
Indians, 471 U.S. 845 (1985)), and the 
power to exclude persons from Indian 
lands (Merrion v. Jicarilla Apache Tribe, 
445 U.S. 130 (1982)). The Court further 
held that Indian treaty rights remain 
extant unless Congress expressly abrogates 
them (for example, Washington v. 
Washington State Commercial Passenger 
Fishing Vessel Assn., 443 U.S. 658 
(1979)), and even then only if the 
government pays just compensation. Cf. 
Menominee Tribe v. United States, 391 
U.S. 404 (1968). However, despite a lack 
of clear congressional guidance, the 
Supreme Court also held that Indian 
nations cannot prosecute non-Indian 
lawbreakers, Oliphant v. Suquamish 
Indian Tribe, 435 U.S. 191 (1978), and 
that tribal civil jurisdiction over 
non-Indians is limited, Montana v. United 
States, 450 U.S. 544 (1981). 

Despite significant limitations on tribal 
governance authority, the Supreme Court 
in the early decades of the modern era of 
federal Indian law marked the path of 
national Indian affairs, joining Congress in 
recognizing and encouraging tribal 
self-determination as the guiding principle 
in federal-state-tribal affairs. 

 
Retrenchment 

In recent decades, the Supreme Court 
has markedly shifted toward skepticism of 
tribal interests and tribal claims, and away 
from federal policies announced by 
Congress and the executive branch. See 
generally Wenona T. Singel, The First 
Federalists, 62 Drake L. Rev. 775 (2014). 
The Court routinely, though not always, 

has reversed presumptions favoring tribal 
interests and federal interests favoring 
Indian tribes. From the beginning of the 
Rehnquist Court to the current term of the 
Roberts Court, tribal interests have 
prevailed on less than one-quarter of the 
cases. 

The turning point is not obvious, and 
some point to the Oliphant and Montana 
cases as the starting point, but the most 
vivid change occurred in Cotton 
Petroleum Corp. v. New Mexico, 490 U.S. 
163 (1989). There, the Supreme Court 
held that a state may tax a non-Indian 
company extracting natural resources from 
Indian trust lands on the Jicarilla Apache 
Reservation. The Court held that a tribe’s 
interest in its own reservation resources 
was not sufficient to preempt the state tax, 
even though the state tax created a double 
taxation scheme that effectively 
undermined the tribal tax. 

The Supreme Court also held in a 
series of cases that tribal courts may not 
exercise criminal jurisdiction over all 
nonmembers, including nonmember 
Indians, in Duro v. Reina, 495 U.S. 676 
(1990). Though Congress quickly 
corrected that holding in the so-called 
Duro fix, United States v. Lara, 541 U.S. 
193 (2004), Justice Anthony Kennedy’s 
theory about why tribal governments may 
not exercise jurisdiction over 
nonmembers—because nonmembers have 
not expressly consented to tribal 
jurisdiction—continues to inform the 
Court’s views on tribal regulatory and 
tribal court jurisdiction. See, e.g., Plains 
Commerce Bank v. Long Family Land and 
Cattle Co., 554 U.S. 316 (2008); Atkinson 
Trading Co. v. Shirley, 532 U.S. 645 
(2001); Strate v. A-1 Contractors, Inc., 
520 U.S. 438 (1997). When informed that 
the Court’s decisions created jurisdictional 
loopholes or statutory contradictions, the 
Court directs tribal interests to Congress 
to deal with the problems. See, e.g., Duro, 
495 U.S. at 696. 

The Supreme Court has also been 
undeterred by the unique history of the 
relationship between Indian nations and 
the United States in its decisions. Recent 
decisions have relied upon 19th century 
congressional policy declarations 
thoroughly repudiated in the modern era 
to reach decisions that a tribe’s reservation 
boundaries have been diminished (for 
example, Hagen v. Utah, 510 U.S. 399 

(1994)), to undermine 70 years of 
administrative interpretations of a statute 
designed to benefit Indian nations (see 
Carcieri v. Salazar, 555 U.S. 379 (2009)), 
to allow states to tax on-reservation land 
owned by the tribe (Cass County v. Leech 
Lake Band of Chippewa Indians, 524 U.S. 
103 (1998)), and to hold that state 
governments can invoke equitable 
defenses against tribal claims brought 
under federal statutes (City of Sherrill v. 
Oneida Indian Nation, 544 U.S. 197 
(2005)). Perhaps most painfully for Indian 
people, the Court will not protect Indian 
sacred sites. See, e.g., Lyng v. Northwest 
Indian Cemetery Protective Assn., 485 
U.S. 439 (1988). See generally Amy 
Bowers & Kristen A. Carpenter, 
Challenging the Narrative of Conquest: 
The Story of Lyng v. Northwest Indian 
Cemetery Protective Association, in Indian 
Law Stories, supra, at 489. 

The Court’s reasoning in several cases 
turns the notion of tribal 
self-determination against tribal interests 
by denigrating the federal-tribal trust 
relationship. In United States v. Navajo 
Nation, 537 U.S. 488 (2003), the Court 
excused unethical ex parte contact with 
the interior secretary by a mining 
company in royalty negotiations with the 
tribe to wipe out a $600 million judgment 
against the federal government. In United 
States v. Jicarilla Apache Nation, 131 S. Ct. 
2313 (2011), the Court held that the 
federal government did not have to 
disclose documents to the tribe about the 
scope of the government’s trust duties to 
the tribe. Even when affirming a tribe’s 
immunity from suit, the Court implored 
Congress to abrogate tribal immunity by 
statute. Kiowa Tribe of Oklahoma v. 
Manufacturing Technologies, Inc., 523 
U.S. 751 (1998). 

In cases involving the mere 
interpretation of a statute or treaty, tribal 
interests have fared much better. Tribal 
interests have prevailed in critical 
decisions involving the Indian 
Self-Determination and Education 
Assistance Act (Salazar v. Ramah Navajo 
Chapter, 132 S. Ct. 2181 (2012); 
Cherokee Nation v. Leavitt, 543 U.S. 631 
(2005)), the Indian Gaming Regulatory 
Act (Michigan v. Bay Mills Indian 
Community, 134 S. Ct. 2024 (2014)), and 
treaty interpretation (Minnesota v. Mille 
Lacs Band of Chippewa Indians, 526 U.S. 

172 (1999)). But the Court has ruled 
against tribal interests (and the federal 
government) in decisions involving the 
Indian Reorganization Act (Carcieri v. 
Salazar, 555 U.S. 379 (2009)), the 
Freedom of Information Act (Department 
of Interior v. Klamath Water Users 
Protective Assn., 532 U.S. 1 (2001)), the 
Indian Gaming Regulatory Act (Chickasaw 
Nation v. United States, 534 U.S. 84 
(2001); see also Seminole Tribe of Florida 
v. Florida, 516 U.S. 44 (1996) (striking 
down a critical provision in the Indian 
Gaming Regulatory Act)), the Quiet Title 
Act (Match-E-Be-Nash-She-Wish Band of 
Pottawatomi Indians v. Patchak, 132 S. Ct. 
2199 (2012)), and the Indian Child 
Welfare Act (Adoptive Couple v. Baby Girl, 
133 S. Ct. 2552 (2013)). 

The win-loss rate, some argue, is 
skewed by Indian nations that overstep, 
making claims beyond what the Court has 
articulated as settled precedent or what 
Congress desires. But there is strong 
evidence that an institutional bias against 
tribal interests drives the current Supreme 
Court. Matthew L.M. Fletcher, Factbound 
and Splitless: The Certiorari Process as a 
Barrier to Justice for Indian Tribes, 51 
Ariz. L. Rev. 933 (2009). Even when the 
federal government sides with tribal 
interests, the Court is unimpressed. This 
institutional bias runs against the 
nowsettled national policy favoring tribal 
self-determination. 

 
Conclusion 

Tribal interests have always faced an 
uphill climb in what Chief Justice 
Marshall once referred to as the “courts of 
the conqueror.” Johnson v. But, despite 
tough lessons learned in the Supreme 
Court in recent decades, Indian people 
and their governments have become 
players in the American constitutional 
structure in a way likely thought 
inconceivable at the Founding of the 
Republic, and perhaps even as late as 
three or four decades ago. The future is 
bright. 

The history of federal Indian law in the 
Supreme Court is dynamic, controversial, 
and inspiring. The history starts with the 
earliest decades of the Supreme Court and 
tracks the growth of the American 
Republic. 

Short History of Indian Law 
Continued from page 5

Gwendolyn Parada 
Chairwoman

LA POSTA BAND OF 
MISSION INDIANS

8 Crestwood Rd., Box #1 
Boulevard, CA 91905

619.478.2113 
Cell: 619.301.4794 
Fax:  619.478.2125 

lp13boots@aol.com
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~ On the Town with Camille ~
by Camille Appling

Language Accessibility 
Advisory Committee (LAAC) 

 
On April 27, 

2022 the 
Language 
Accessibility 
Advisory 

Committee (LAAC)of the SD Vote 
County of San Diego Registrar of Voters 
met to discuss the upcoming June 
Elections. The LAAC was founded in 
2016 to 
advise the 
Secretary of 
State of 
concerns 
around 
“language 
accessibility” 
in the 
electoral 
process. The 
meeting included Shawn Brom doing the 
introductions and Cynthia Paes who 
discussed the Voters Choice Act 2022. 
The Voters Choice Acts goal is to 
increase mail-in-ballot options, “early in 
person voting”, secured drop off ballots 
anywhere in the county and in person 
voting any where in the county, 
hopefully to increase constituent 
response and participation. Diane Garcia 
of Election Services informed the 
audience of the availability of new 
locations to vote and the additional 
Bilingual Poll Locations to address any 
language barriers for concerned citizens. 
Lastly, Outreach Coordinator Antonia 
Hutzell discussed various outreach 
events and trends in registration to 
promote constituent involvement. 

 
For more information check out: California 
Secretary of State Dr Shirley N. Webbers website 
at California Voter’s Choice Act::California 
Secretary of State. 

14th Annual Scholarship 
Program “Stars on the 
Rise” 

On April 18th 2022 The San Diego 
College of Continuing Educations 14th 
Annual Scholarship Program “Stars on 
the Rise” offered over $60,000 in 
Scholarships to ECC students this year 
granted by faculty like Chancellor Carlos 
Turner Cortez Ph.D., Dr. Laurie Coskey 
and Vice President of Student Affairs 

Dr.Shakerra Carter. The evening was 
serenaded by local jazz musicians with a 
beautiful spread of dessert and coffee. 
The awards included Board of Trustees 
Scholarship, Chancellor’s Scholarship, 
President’s Scholarship, Associated 
Student Body Scholarship, San Diego 
College of Continuing Education 
Employee Giving Scholarship, Carolyn 
Warner Scholarship, Counseling Faculty 
Scholarship, Faulconer Family 
Scholarship, Minarokh Hamzavi 
Memorial Scholarship, Hal L. Coskey 
Memorial Award and many others. 

 
More Information can be found at 
https://sdcce.edu/scholarships 

 

Barrio Logans Science and 
Art Fair 

 
The Barrio Logan Association and 

UCSD Create 
Program welcomed 
San Diego Youth to 
the Mercado de 
Barrio for a 
spectacular event to 
spark interest in the 
Arts and Sciences. 
The event included 
appearances by San 
Diego’s Mayor Todd 
Gloria, Local Artist 
Jasmine Garcia, 
Alberto Lopez Pulido 

Ph. D of University of San Diegos 
Turning Wheel Mobile Classroom 
Project, A Car Show and multiple animal 
and science exhibitions. Roosevelt 
Williams III hosted the event along with 
a DJ and lots 
of dancing. 
The event 
featured bag 
making, fossil 
discovery, 
various 
science based 
projects 
including 
DNA 
discovery and 
free moving 
turtles and lizards in addition to tours to 
Ryan’s Coffee and a BMX exhibition. 

 
Please check out : 
UCSD Create Center for Research on Education 
Equity, Assessment and Teaching Excellence at 
https://create.ucsd.edu/. University of San Diegos 
Turning Wheel Mobile Classroom Project Dr Pulido 
at www.sandiego.edu/cas/ethnicstudies 

WORDS OF WISDOM from 
Paul Chavez 

It was an 
honor to attend 
this years 
University of 
California San 
Diego’s 21st 
Annual César E. 
Chávez 
Celebration 
Kickoff and 
Scholarship 
Awards. 
“Sustaining 
Chávez’s Legacy” located at the 
University Price West Center. Speakers 
Included Chancellor Pradeep K. Khosla, 
the delightful Vice Chancellor Becky R. 
Petitt They were followed by The son of 
Human Rights Activist Cesar Chavez , 
Paul F. Chavez who greeted the students 
and audience with powerful advice from 

his father Cesar 
Chavez about 
having FAITH 
in people,which 
helped increase 
HOPE for 
farmworkers . 
HOPE to 
improve their 
lives. After 
working for a 
print shop Paul 
began working 
for his fathers 

Cesar Chavez foundation that seeks to 
improve their lives through creating 
opportunities for affordable housing and 
education. He spoke of “setting the bar 
higher” to increase the likelihood of 
farmworkers moving into careers that 
sustain. Paul believes that the 
farmworkers “have to believe in 
themselves”and “to do as much as you 
can”. He also shared “all things are 
possible”. 

Jesus Martin Gallegos Munoz was 
also granted the UCSD Environmental 
Justice award, dj Akrite djayd and Malu 
a Chicana Born musician played the 
violin, mariachis, lunch included choice 
of vegan, vegetarian, Carne Asada, Pollo 
Asado, Frescas and a beautiful array of 
pastries. 

Faculty included Omar Padilla 
reporting about Equity and Social 
Justice, Maria Salgado of Si Se Puede, 
Leana Martinez Velasco of Community 
Relations.

“One moment can change a day, 
one day can change a life, and 
one life can change the world.”  

– Buddha

regalia, construction materials, and 
ceremonial items, among others.  

Kumeyaay Ethnobotany explores the 
remarkable interdependence between 
native peoples and native plants of the 
Californias through hundreds of vivid 
photographs and lively narratives. At 
the heart of the book are in-depth 
descriptions of 47 native plants and 
their uses, however this carefully 
researched work also provides 
archaeological and historical 
background, descriptive passages from 
early chroniclers and ethnographic 
accounts, explorations into the 
endangered Kumeyaay language, 
interviews with contemporary plant 
specialists, as well as discussions of 
ongoing cultural revitalization efforts. 
Out of this comprehensive perspective 
emerges a fascinating portrait of the 
region’s ancestral peoples, their living 
cultures, and the native plant specialists 
who have enthusiastically shared their 
ever-relevant wisdom for future 
generations.  

Anthropologist Michael Wilken’s 
research and advocacy work with Native 
Baja Californians has explored 
traditional arts (pottery, basketry, oral 
narratives and song), ethnobotany, 
history, languages and cultural 
landscapes of the indigenous peoples of 
the northern Baja California region.  He 
has developed lifelong collaborative 
relationships with native artists and 
traditional authorities to foster cultural 
revitalization and sustainable 
community development. Wilken’s 
fascination with native plants and the 
natural landscapes of the Californias has 
inspired him to explore the many ways 
that humans have interacted with their 
environments, from the ancient past, 
into the present.

Kumeyaay Ethnobotany 
Continued from page 7

For more news  
throughout the month visit our website: 

indianvoices.net

www.joinybnb.com
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Rock Talk with Vista Gem & Mineral

Triangle chefs move into the 
beach town and offer more 
than just fried shrimp baskets 

 
2022 is shaping up to be an expansive 

year for the Wilmington food scene, as 
chefs and restaurateurs from the Triangle 
look to capitalize on the city’s strong 
growth and relative affordability. The city’s 
restaurants seemed to have weathered the 
pandemic better than their counterparts in 
the Triangle and Charlotte. According to 
the New Hanover County tourism board, 
visitor spending across the state fell by 32 
percent the first year of the pandemic, 
while Wilmington and the surrounding 
beach towns did 10 percent better, losing 
only a little more than 22 percent of 
project visitor spending while seeing a 

noticeable uptick in visitors as the weather 
warmed. A new riverfront amphitheater 
began hosting live concerts, and a slew of 
apartment buildings and condos came 
online, bringing more full-time residents 
to a downtown previously known more 
for its raucous bar vibes. 

As the dining scene in the Port City 
evolves away from the dichotomous 
choice of either laid-back tourist spot or 
country club atmosphere, a new breed of 
restaurant has taken hold, and 
Triangle-area chefs are noticing. Prolific 
restaurateur Giorgios Bakatsias, owner of 
Triangle restaurants like Parizade, Bin 54, 
and Vin Rouge, recently announced his 
first Wilmington restaurant. He will be 
opening a second version of his Chapel 
Hill Greek restaurant Kipos in Lumina 
Station, close to Wrightsville Beach.

Wilmington Restaurant Scene Heats Up 
as Summer Approaches

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (WIAT) — The 
closing ceremony of the World Games 
2022 will feature an all-star lineup of 
performers from Alabama. 

Lionel Richie, a Tuskegee native and 
former member of The Commodores, is 
one of several Alabama artists slated to 
perform in Birmingham July 17. Richie 
has sold over 120 million albums as 

both a member of the Commodores and 
as a solo artist. 

Other artists set to perform during 
the closing ceremonies will be Eufaula’s 
Martha Reeves of Martha and the 
Vandellas, country band Alabama, 
Hoover’s Taylor Hicks, Mobile rapper 
Yung Bleu, and the Blind Boys of 
Alabama. 

Black Artists Headline Closing Of World Games

Oneida Indian Nation Homelands 
(May 17, 2022) – Oneida Indian Nation 
Members are travelling to Dresden, 
Germany to participate in the 2022 
Germany Lacrosse Convention – the 
biggest lacrosse event in Europe. The 
event takes place at the JOYNEXT Arena 
and the Sportspark Ostra from May 20 – 
22. 

In an effort to grow the game globally, 
the Germany Lacrosse Convention brings 
together lacrosse players from all over the 
world, including America’s First Nations 
that created the game. Oneida Indian 
Nation Member Ron Patterson, a former 
lacrosse player and coach, will participate 
in an opening ceremony on May 20th 
and present Dresden’s mayor, Dirk 
Hilbert, with an original, hand-carved 
lacrosse stick to commemorate the 
friendship and partnership between the 
Oneida Indian Nation and the nation of 
Germany. 

“This partnership with the German 
Lacrosse Association to develop a 
three-day convention is a wonderful 
opportunity to shine a light on the 
growth and popularity of the game of 

lacrosse – the Creator’s game,” Oneida 
Indian Nation Representative Ray 
Halbritter said. “As the originators of the 
sport, the Haudenosaunee people take 
great pride in its development and 
preservation for all future generations. We 
are honored to be asked to participate in 
this groundbreaking event.” 

In addition to several exhibition 
games, there will be clinics, 
demonstrations and presentations made 
throughout the day on Saturday and 
Sunday in and around the event’s 
grounds. Patterson will discuss the 
history and tradition of lacrosse, the 
differences in the modern game to the 
game developed by the Haudenosaunee, 
and its importance to the Haudenosaunee 
people. 

Patterson will also hold a 
demonstration detailing the process of 
making a traditional lacrosse stick. With 
decades of experience in lacrosse stick 
making, Ron is a skilled craftsman with a 
unique expertise and ability to explain 
the lengthy process that goes into the 
process – from selection of the proper 
tree to shaping and stringing the stick.

“Appalachian Almanac” ... Appalacia is my Country.
KEVIN THOMPSON

by April Nurse 
 
 Vista Gem and Mineral Society, has a 

wealth of knowledge to impart on the 
community and we’re working diligently 
to find new and fun ways to do it. As we 
recover from the isolation of COVID, 
allow me to reintroduce us and some of 
what we have to offer. If you’ve been 
following the grit column, you already 
know about our wonderful cutting and 
polishing classes. Thanks to our amazing 
board women and team of volunteers, 
we’ve developed a few new gems for our 
community and members. I would 
encourage you to visit our website 
(vistarocks.org) and learn more! 

The second Saturday of each month, 
Vista Gem & Mineral Society(VGMS) 
hosts a workshop. Those workshops are 
available to the public, though members 
are notified of availability first. The goal 
of these workshops is to educate and 
inspire. Classes like stacking rings, wire 
wrapping, and bangle workshops are 
accessible for all skill levels, including 
those who have no experience. In a 
couple hours, you’ll have new skills and 
new treasures. More skilled makers may 
enjoy our basket setting workshop, 
Precious Metal Clay tutorials, Spinner 
rings designs and more. The list of 
workshops changes every year and it’s a 
great way to feed your curiosity, foster 
creativity, and build your repertoire.  

We have and will continue to hold 
our famous gem and mineral shows. 
These gatherings feature vendors who 
bring gems from around the world. It’s 
the perfect place to learn, collect, 
splurge and meet new friends. I have 
found it a wonderful venue to ask 
questions and troubleshoot some of my 
lapidary frustrations. It’s a collectors 
paradise and if you’re quick and have a 
good eye, you may find some valuable 
old stock minerals too!  

Starting in June, Rock Talk is back! 
The third Thursday evening of each 
month, a local subject matter expert will 
give a mineral related talk. These talks 
are incredibly varied and profoundly 
interesting. We’ve talked about 
everything from fluorescence to precious 
gems to hunting for gold. Space is 
limited, but we will be posting our Rock 
Talks on the web page for those who 
can’t attend.  

We understand that now more than 
ever, some folks aren’t as mobile as 
they’d like to be and for that very reason 
we’re bringing the rocks to you! If you 
subscribe to our Rock Box, once a 
month you’ll receive (via mail) a box of 
minerals of varying sizes and finishes, 
with descriptions, identifying 
information and maybe a few mystery 
rocks as well. It’s a great way to start 
collecting and/or add variety to an 
existing collection. 

In addition to the new content, we’re 
working on partnerships with other 
clubs to make Rock Talks more dynamic 
and field trips more varied. Expect to see 
more mineral adventures on the horizon. 
We’re also developing a shorter tuition 
free veteran program that teaches cutting 
and polishing and basic mineral 
identification.  

WWW.VistaRocks.org is the hub for 
everything we do. Learn more about 
cutting and polishing rock, setting in 
metal and everything in between. We’ll 
continue to post our upcoming projects 
and what we’re working on at the 
moment. If you would like any more 
information on the topics covered in this 
article, please visit the website or find us 
on facebook or Instagram @Vistarocks . 
We’re still open on Saturdays for 
openshop where members and 
instructors come to work and share. 
Stop by and say hello! 

Oneida Indian Nation to Participate in 
Opening Ceremonies of the First-Ever 
Germany Lacrosse Convention in Dresden



by Linda Kallas 

Greetings again from 
North County. This month’s 
article will focus on Joanne 
Tawfilis, founder and owner 
of the Muramid Museum and 
Cultural Center and Art 
Miles. Just recently the 
Muramid became a UNESCO 
center for Peace for California 
and Baja. This is quite an 
honor for us here in 
Oceanside. This will be an 
exciting new venture for 
Joanne and our community. 
She has been and continues to be an 
advocate for peace in all that she does. Let 
me introduce her. 

Joanne’s accolades are too numerous to 
list but she has worked around the world 
promoting peace through mural making 
with children, adults, and organizations. 
The Art Miles program was created by her, 
and she has overseen mural projects with 
every culture imaginable. Recently, she 
created a mural in honor of the military 
lost in Afghanistan and presented the 
mural to Marines from Camp Pendleton. 
When Russia invaded Ukraine, she 
created two murals in honor of the 
Ukrainian people and took them to the 
Ukrainian House in Balboa Park. She 
helped me create one for my church 
which the children painted and it will be 

delivered personally to Ukraine by a 
member of the church.  

Joanne also works with interns from 
our local colleges. She is also working on 

a book of her life story. Joanne 
and I did a three-session 
workshop with older adults at 
our El Corazon Senior Center 
last month. The women 
created three beautiful murals 
that will be displayed both at 
the senior center and at our 
two libraries. The participants 
loved working with Joanne. 
She is quite an inspiration. 

The Cultural Center also 
offers drumming with Aki 
every Saturday free to 

attendees. Other unique programming at 
the center includes book launches for 
local authors, concerts, and puppetry in 
addition to accommodating private groups 
utilizing the center for events. Joanne also 
collaborated with other organizations 
throughout the county and our country. 

Joanne is dedicating the Cultural 
Center to the San Luis Rey Band of 
Mission Indians and indigenous people 
who honor mother earth and who teach 
and practice peace through the arts as well 
as bring cultures together to show how 
much more we have in common than our 
differences. Joanne is the recipient of 
many awards and continues to enrich our 
community in numerous ways. More 
information is available on her website, 
www.muramid.com
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News From the North

Joanne Tawfilis

Juneteenth Nevada located in Las Vegas 
continues on the path of Education, Unity 
and Diversity. The release of the Juneteenth 
2022 calendar includes commemoration 
programs and flag raisings of the 
authorized Juneteenth red, white and blue 
flag over the city halls of Las Vegas, North 
Las Vegas and Henderson. Caesars 
Entertainment and Anthem Medicare have 
returned to support the Juneteenth Nevada 
Program, the Clark County Library District 
has expanded support and United 
Healthcare, the College of Southern Nevada 
have joined the celebrations this year.  

Juneteenth National Independence Day 
recognizes June 19, 1865 in Galveston TX. 
Juneteenth 2022 is also World Sickle Cell 
Day and Father’s Day. The first Father’s Day 
fell on June 19, 1910. This year Juneteenth 
Nevada joins the nationwide Juneteenth 
family in acknowledging the Founding 
Fathers of Freedom, the United States 
Colored Troops. More than 3000 troopers 
were present in Galveston. After the war’s 
end, USCT became US Army calvary and 
infantry units, later known as the buffalo 
soldiers, evolving into first National Park 
Service rangers, opening the way for the All 
Black US Army Corp of Engineers, 
Tuskegee Airmen, Triple Nickel and others.  

Juneteenth Nevada will be producing 
events from June 1st to June 20th 
including Juneteenth flag raisings, a photo 
exhibit at the West Las Vegas Art Center & 
West Las Vegas Library Theatre, a 
continuation of the Music From the Belly of 
the Slave Ship - From Africa to America 
series, a play excerpt recognizing civil rights 
activist Harry T. Moore by Con Funk Shun 
artists, A.P. Ri’Chard and lead singer Felton 

Pilate, presentation of the annual Legacy 
Awards, a Unity Weekend at CSN 
Charleston campus with Hip-Hop 
Entrepreneurs, Juneteenth Jazz and a 
Juneteenth Unity Pow Wow.  

Donations to support Juneteenth 
Programs and Activities, Payable to 
Juneteenth Nevada, may be sent to P.O. 
Box 80071, Las Vegas NV 89180 or PayPal. 
Me/NJOFNV1. For more information, call 
888.509. NJOF (6563) x701 or visit the 
website at www.JuneteenthNevada.org  

June 5th (W. Las Vegas featuring female 
performers ) June 19th ( Henderson / 
Father’s Day Program) presents Parts 3 and 
4 of the Music From the Belly of the Slave 
Ship Series.  

June 10th Connecting the 
entrepreneurial Hip Hop generation to the 
Seniors whose shoulders they stand upon. 
Performances of Juneteenth Jazz. Led by 
Founder Robert Strawder Jr., performing 
youth are from the Hip Hop 
Entrepreneurship Program Academy that 
connects at-risk youth with a with 
mentorship and education opportunities. 
HHEP is who partners with law 
enforcement and community leaders.  

June 11th Juneteenth Unity PowWow 
at CSN Charleston Campus. Indian and 
African American Cultures, Exhibit of 
African and African American artifacts, 
Exhibit of Buffalo Soldiers Memorabilia, 
Arts & Crafts, Vendors, Food Trucks. The 
Southern Nevada Buffalo Soldiers 9th and 
10th Horse Cavalry Association represent 
the military evolution from United States 
Colored Troops to today’s military.  

 
Dee Evans, National Communications Director

Commemorate & Celebrate Juneteenth 
History In Las Vegas Area 

After years of fighting, hundreds of 
thousands of petition signatures, and 
in-person actions, Greyhound finally 
agreed to no longer allow Border Patrol to 
indiscriminately board its buses in order to 
racially profile passengers without a 
warrant. In 2020, people shouldn’t have to 
carry passes or ‘freedom papers’ in order to 
travel without fear of arrest. Greyhound 
plans to formally notify the Department of 
Homeland Security they will no longer 
allow unwarranted searches on its buses or 

in public areas of terminals.  
Greyhound’s decision to prohibit 

warrantless searches will make a huge 
impact on Black and Latinx families. By 
blocking Border Patrol from conducting 
unwarranted searches, Greyhound will be 
protecting thousands Black, Latinx, and 
immigrant families, who, thanks to this 
decision, will no longer have to face undue 
profiling and harassment from Immigrant 
and Customs Enforcement agents while 
traveling in this country. 

Greyhound Bans Border Patrol
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by Kevin A. Thompson 

The hardest part of reviewing 
TimeTraveller tm (TTtm) is not spoiling it. 
Suffice it to say, TTtm, involves time travel, 
and some of the comedic messiness that 
usually entails. But its also a 
justifiably-revised history lesson, an 
adventure romp through the past, present 
and future of North American Indian 
country. 

The story is told in nine, animated 
10-minute segments, and follows the 
journey of Hunter Rodearits Dearhouse, 
ex-marine and bounty hunter who lives in 
the year 2021 AD. He enters the virtual 
immersive reality of Time Traveler tm, a 
twenty-second century online platform that 
allows users to immerse themselves into 
past and future events.  

The female lead is Karakwahawi, an art 
history major living in 2011 in the 
Mohawk community of Kahnawake, 
currently surrounded by Quebec. 
Karakwahawi also gets caught up in this 
time travel business, which helps her get 
really good grades on her history 
assignments, among other things. As we 
follow Karakwahawi and Hunter through 
some of the tense history of First Nations 
people, including the Dakota Sioux 
uprising in Minnesota, the 1990 armed 
standoffs in Mohawk country, and the 
takeover at Alcatraz. 

In TTtm, virtual reality bleeds into lived 
reality. The journey is full of surprises, 
humor and references to well-known sci-fi 
franchises. Online gamers may also feel at 
home in this universe, with its realistic 
violence. It has a self-conciousness about 
itself, without being too caught up in its 
own cleverness. As any good time travel 

tale, there is some relationship “confusion.” 
Falling in love (or not) might be as much 
about timing as anything else. Or maybe its 
not, and its love that dictates the timing of 
the universe.  

Though part of TTtm is available on 
YouTube, the best way to view the saga is 
on its own website. Yes, TimeTraveller tm 
has its own standalone website, as if it 
really exists and sells a time-travelling 
experience (Well, maybe it actually does. 
Who am I to say what’s real and what’s 
not?) by the AbTeC corporation in the year 
2021. It can also be found on the website 
of its creator Skawenatti. 

Skawenatti is a skilled visionary in 
traditional and futuristic arts. Born at 
Kahnawa:ke (Mohawk) and raised in 
Montreal, a city near Kahnawa:ke, brings a 
perspective from north-of-the “border.” 
Residents of that part of Mohawk Country, 
tri-sected by the borders of New York, 
Ontario and Quebec, are familiar with 
tense disputes over the sovereignty of 
French-speakers and First Nations; tensions 
that have come close to erasing the old 
US-Canadian border and replacing it with 
new lines of contention.  

The saga hints at the future, especially 
about future Indian-Black relations, as 
much as it says explicitly.  Time Traveler 
tm, starts in 2121 AD, a setting 110 years 
in the future of its 2011 premier. Now that 
setting is only 99 years in the future, 
meaning some babies born today may see 
that future, with jetpacks, truly sovereign 
First Nations, Aboriginal skyscrapers, and 
Mohawk female deities and other delights. 
We can only hope.  

To see Time Traveler tm: 
www.Skawenatti.com  
www.timetraveller.tm.com/episodes

A FUTURE UPON US: 
Visions of an Indian Tomorrow in Time Traveller tm

Preston Chipps, Master 
Community Organizer 
and Tiffany Zhang, 
Program Specialist for 
AARP CA. met up at the 
Balboa Park Pow Wow 
for an impromptu 
meeting with Indian 
Voices to discuss 
possibilities for 
cooperative endeavours 
to enhance and reach 
out to Native Elders for 
beneficial proposes.

The National Center for 
American Indian Enterprise 
Development 
 
Who is the National Center for 
American Indian Enterprise 
Development? 

 
The National Center for American 

Indian Enterprise Development is a 
501(c)(3) non-profit organization. With 
over 50 years of assisting American Indian 
Tribes and tribal people with business and 
economic development– we have evolved 
into the largest national Indian specific 
business organization in the nation. 

Our motto is: “We Mean Business” as 
we are actively engaged in helping Tribal 
Nations and Native business people realize 
their business goals and are dedicated to 
putting the whole of Indian Country to 
work to better the lives of American Indian 
people- both now and for generations to 
come. 

 
What is the mission of NCAIED? 

Develop and expand an American 
Indian private sector which employs Indian 
labor, increases the number of viable tribal 
and individual Indian businesses, and 
positively impacts and involves reservation 
communities by establishing business 

relationships between Indian enterprises 
and private industry. 

Join Our Mission 
 

How does the NCAIED fulfill its mission? 
Supply Management and Technical 

Assistance to Tribal & individually owned 
Indian businesses nationwide 

Produce conferences, trade fairs, and 
fundraising events that advance economic 
development across Indian Country 

Expand and create domestic and global 
economic development opportunities 

Serves as a training and resource center 
for Native entrepreneurs 

Advocate for American Indian, Native 
Hawaiian, and Alaska Native business 
development  

 
“We Mean Business” 

For over 50 years, the National Center 
for American Indian Enterprise 
Development has been helping Indian 
tribes and businesses gain access to 
economic opportunity and growth. Thanks 
to your support, NCAIED is now the 
largest national Indian specific business 
organization in the nation, and we’re 
continuing to work towards improving the 
lives of all American Indian people both 
now and for generations to come.

About NCAIED

Professor & Thomas E. 
Lifka Chair of History 

 
Kelly Lytle Hernandez 

is a professor of History, 
African American Studies, 
and Urban Planning at 
UCLA where she holds 
The Thomas E. Lifka 
Endowed Chair in 
History and is the 
director of the Ralph J. 
Bunche Center for African 
American Studies at UCLA. One of the 
nation’s leading experts on race, 
immigration, and mass incarceration, 
Professor Lytle Hernandez is the author 
of the award-winning books, Migra! A 
History of the U.S. Border Patrol 
(University of California Press, 2010), 
and City of Inmates: Conquest, 
Rebellion, and the Rise of Human 
Caging in Los Angeles (University of 
North Carolina Press, 2017).  Currently, 
Professor Lytle Hernandez is completing 
a new book on the magonista 
movement, which helped to spark the 
outbreak of the 1910 Mexican 

Revolution, and she is the 
Principal Investigator for 
Million Dollar Hoods, a 
university-based, 
community-drive 
research project that 
maps the fiscal and 
human cost of mass 
incarceration in Los 
Angeles. For her 
leadership of Million 
Dollar Hoods, Professor 
Lytle Hernandez has won 

numerous awards, including the 2018 
Local Hero Award from KCET/PBS, a 
2018 Freedom Now! Award from the 
Los Angeles Community Action 
Network, and the 2019 Catalyst Award 
from the South L.A. parent/student 
advocacy organization, CADRE. For her 
historical and contemporary work, 
Professor Lytle Hernandez has been 
named a MacArthur “Genius” Fellow 
and a distinguished lecturer for the 
Organization of American Historians. 
She is also an elected member of the 
Society of American Historians and the 
Pulitzer Prize Board. 

About the Oneida Indian Nation 
The Oneida Indian Nation is a federally recognized Indian nation in Central New 

York. A founding member of the Haudenosaunee Confederacy (also known as the 
Six Nations or Iroquois Confederacy), the Oneida Indian Nation sided with the 
Americans in the Revolutionary War and was thanked by Congress and President 
George Washington for its loyalty and assistance. 

Kelly Lytle Hernandez
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by Rose Davis 

Several centuries ago, a new kind of law 
was born in the Northeast of North 
America, or Turtle Island.The great Law of 
Peace-Kayanerenkowa — is a message of 
peace, power, and righteousness. 

Native American influence on the 
origins of our government and constitution 
is a hidden and forbidden truth that has 
been held captive in the narrative of our 
history. History books would have you 
believe that the foundation of our country 
was a manifestation of the genius of the 
Founding Fathers who miraculously 
conjured up our nation’s foundation out of 
thin air, or were influenced by European 
governments even though there was no 
democracy anywhere in Europe at that 
time. 

When the Founding Fathers looked for 
examples of effective government and 
human liberty upon which to model a 
Constitution to unite the thirteen colonies, 
they found it in the government of the 
Iroquois Nation. In the 18th Century, the 
Iroquois League was the oldest, most 
highly evolved participatory democracy on 
Earth. 

 The U.S. Constitution is modeled in 
both principal and form on the Great Law 
of Peace developed from the indigenous 
intelligence of the Native American tribe. 

This is absolute and unequivocal. 
In 1987, the United States Senate 

acknowledged that the Great Law of Peace 
of the Iroquois Nations served as a model 
for the Constitution of the United States. 
(U.S. S. Con. Res. 76, 2 Dec. 1987). 

Because the U.S. Constitution was a 
model for the charter of the United 
Nations, the Iroquois Great Law of Peace is 
also a basis of international law. 

The Iroquois Confederacy gave rise to 
the first federal constitution on the 
American continent. That constitution, the 
Great Law of Peace (the Great Law), 
provided for federalism, separation of 
powers, equitable distribution of wealth. 
Accountability of elected officials, freedom 
of assembly, speech and religion, and a 
system of natural rights that influenced 
thinkers like Benjamin Franklin, 
Rousseau,and Engles. The most 
remarkable feature of the Great Law was 
it’s recognition of the status and suffrage 
accorded to women by the Iroquois 
Confederacy. The Great Law’s clauses 
recognize the power and influence of 
woman in the Iroquois culture. 

For decades, the Iroquois had urged the 
English colonists to unite together as one 
independent and free people. 

George Washington, Ben Franklin and 
Thomas Jefferson met frequently with the 
Iroquois and made themselves very 
familiar with the Great Law of Peace. 

Washington expressed “great 
excitement” over the two houses and 
Grand Counsel. 

Several delegates from the Iroquois 
Confederacy attended the Continental 
Congress in 1776 as it wrote the 
Declaration of Independence and drafted 
the Constitution of the United States, 
modeling it on the Iroquois Constitution. 

Three weeks later, the Declaration of 
Independence was signed, and the United 
States of America was born. 

Regrettably the parts of the Great Law 
of Peace that our founding fathers didn’t 
incorporate were these: 

The Seventh Generation principle: The 
Constitution of the Iroquois Confederacy 
states that chiefs consider the impact of 
their decisions on seven generations into 
the future. 

The role of women: Clan mothers 

choose candidates [who are 
male] as sachems [political 
leaders]. The women maintain 
ownership of land and homes, 
and exercise veto power over 
any council action that may 
result in war. The women can 
also impeach and expel any 
leader who conducts himself 
improperly or loses the 
confidence of the electorate; 
then the women choose a new 
leader. 

One can only imagine how 
different our world would be 
today if our government had 
included these principles from 

the start. 
As our society collectively evolves from 

the reptilian brain to a higher 
consciousness it is time to polish the lens 
of history to teach the truth of the origin of 
our incredible country, so that we can get 
on with this great American experiment, 
while embracing our brothers and sisters, 
being comfortable with the concept that 
Ancestors lives and therefore all lives 
matter. 

At the table of the human family we can 
return to civility and manners, liberated 
with full knowledge of how we got to 
where we are now and with the confidence 
to navigate to the next evolutionary stage 
of humanity with minimum social 
collateral damage and tear gas.  

We are blessed and fortunate to be in 
the orbit of the Great Kumeyaay Nation to 
pursue this journey.

Let Us Return 
to The Great 
Law of Peace

The Iroquois urged the English colonists to unite together 
as one independent and free people.The Constitution of 
the Iroquois Confederacy states that chiefs consider the 
impact of their decisions on seven generations into the 
future.
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