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72nd Annual NCAI Conference at Town & Country
Indigenous People Joining Forces in San Diego
Indigenous San Diego coming
together
Kumeyaay Country provided a picture
perfect setting for the 72nd Annual NCAI
on October 25, 2015 at the Town and
Country Resort. The five day political
marathon included seven general
assemblies and over sixty sessions,
committee meetings, caucuses and
receptions. Vital national issues included
climate change, sacred sites, child
welfare, water rights, food/health
sovereignty, education and the everpresent mascot naming issue were
scrutinized. Sklallam Tribal Chair Ron
Allen was elected Treasurer of the Board.
Allen said that he decided to run for
Treasurer because he was “disappointed
in the direction of the last NCAI
Executive leadership which focused on
personal and internal matters with NCAI
and not national issues.as well as
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Swearing in of President Brian Cladoosby.

generating revenue and sponshrships for
the organization.”
NCAI General Counsel John Dossett
and NARF Executive Director John
Echohawk provided an update from the

Tribal Supreme Court Project explaining
the importance of cases such as Dollar
General v. Mississippi Choctaw which deals
with tribal sovereignty and jurisdiction
over consensual relationships with non-
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indian businesses on reservation land.
Jeff Grubbe, Chairman of the Agua
Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians
stressed the importance of tribal water
rights and the need for support in the
appeal of the Band’s 9th Circuit case to
reclaim their ground water. And, Navajo
Nation President Russell Begaye
addressed the Gold King Mine Disaster
and the lack of competent response by
the Environmental Protection Agency.
The spill impacted Navajo farmers and
their citizens’ drinking water.
ACE (Adverse Childhood
Experiences), an issue that is consistently
and passionately addressed by San
Diego’s popular leader Anthony Pico, was
the topic of Dr. Vincent Felitti’s talk as he
shared insights on his groundbreaking
study on inter-generational trauma on the
mind, body and spirit caused by
childhood maltreatment through abuse,
neglect, substance abuse, etc … Dr.
Felitti underscored the importance of
addressing the devastating experience of
trauma in one’s health and he
emphasized the need for healthy role
SEE NCAI Conference, page 4

San Diego Health
Council Honors the
Military, Veterans
and Their Families

The Kumeyaay and other tribes have a long tradition
of serving thier country. Their contribution and
sacrifices do not go unrecognized. An annual breakfast
honoring their bravery and loyalty is celebrated at the
Barona Community Center. This volunteer effort is
fueled by the dedication and hard work of people like
Eleanor Miller and her loyal faithful supporters and the
generous contributions of the tribe. The gathering
coincides with he American Indian Veterans Associations
monthly meeting. It is an example of the Indigenous
community joining forces throughout the land.
See more photos on page 9

2

Indian Voices • December 2015

Bad Indians: Notes of a Native California Daughter
by Mark R. Day

If history is written by the winners,
then the story of the 21 California
Franciscan Missions is a good case in
point. The colonizers’ narrative prevails,
while the natives’ viewpoint is still
considered suspect and unworthy of
attention.
Deborah Miranda’s book Bad Indians
provides readers with a strong antidote to
combat the myths, legends and outright
lies about the mission period (17691836) still propagated by the colonial
historians and their allies in the Catholic
Church.
All this came to a head recently when
Pope Francis canonized Fray Junipero
Serra, the first presidente of the missions,
on Sept. 23 at the Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception in Washington
D.C.
A small delegation of Native
Californians attended the ceremony, but
nearby, a group of dissidents, including
Miranda, held a press conference
denouncing the canonization.
“Pope Francis has not made a single
public comment about Indians in
California” she told reporters. “It is as if

we, the very people whose lives and
deaths helped make Serra the saint, are
just footnotes in history. We, California
Indians and our ancestors, are merely
canonization fodder.”
The curriculum

Miranda’s writing style is lyrical and
poetic. She makes her points best by
artful turns of words and phrase, not just
with the recitation of facts and
documents.
Early in her book, Miranda stops by
Mission Dolores in San Francisco and
meets a little girl and her mother. The
girl is doing her fourth grade project on
the missions, authorized by the state
board of education.
The curriculum calls for the creation
of a “mission project” that glorifies the
period and glosses over the Spanish and
Mexican conquest of the Indians, and
later, their enslavement and
extermination during the Gold Rush and
U.S. occupation.
Students, says Miranda, are exposed to
imperialism, racism and Manifest Destiny.
But they are not taught to think critically
or to challenge the effects of these
policies on Indians. “It’s as if fourth

INDIAN VOICES Looks Forward to Locking Arms and
Moving Forward With the Blue Mountain Tribe
The Blue Mountain Tribe’s mission is to
represent the best of “All Nations’ as we
move forward promoting traditional values,
our culture and our people. We encourage

our youth to enbrace their heritage, to look
out for one another, help and heal one
another. Purchase our album at: blue
mountain tribe.com/all-our-relations

graders were invited to study the
Holocaust by designing the details of the
concentration camps with their Nazi
guards and crematoria.”
Miranda tells of the mother’s surprise
when she finds out that Miranda is native
American (Ohlone / Costanoan-Esselen
Nation), but the girl is stunned and
speechless. She could deal with dead
Indians in the mission cemetery, but how
could she relate to a live one?
Recently I attended the funeral at
Mission Santa Barbara of a Franciscan
friar who taught me theology when I was
seminarian in the 1960s. As I walked
through the mission, I wondered if the
walls and bells could talk, what stories
would they tell?
Miranda writes: “Bells order us to
prayers; the alcaldes (overseers) stand
over us with cudgels and long canes,
invoking silence. Bells direct us to
breakfast, to scatter to work, and give us
permission to sleep.”
Corporal punishment

Though beatings were relatively
unknown to California indigenous
culture, the friars introduced constant
floggings with the azote (lash) to keep
the Indians in line.
Once the natives were baptized, they
couldn’t leave the missions without
special permission. If they escaped, they
were rounded up and beaten. The same

applied to those who shirked the work
crews and for a variety of offenses such
as gambling, practicing witchcraft, lying,
stealing or sexual promiscuity.
Serra defended the whippings in a
letter to Governor Felipe de Neve. In
another letter to Captain Rivera y
Moncada, Serra wrote, “I am sending
them (the Indians) to you so that a
period of exile and two or three
whippings which your Lordship may
order applied to them on different
days—may serve for them and for the
rest, for a warning, may be of spiritual
benefit to them all….If your Lordship
does not have shackles, with your
permission, they may be sent from here.
I think the punishment should last one
month.”
Fray Fermin de Lasuen, who
succeeded Serra as presidente of the
missions, wrote: “It is evident that a
nation which is barbarous, ferocious and
ignorant requires more frequent
punishment than a nation which is
cultured, educated and of gentle and
moderate customs.”
As historian James Sandos points out
in his book, Converting California, the
success or failure of the mission system
depends on which side you take. For the
Franciscan friars, the missions were at
least partially successful. Thousands of
Indians were converted to Catholicism.
Agriculture and cattle raising flourished
and the future cities of California took
root.
SEE Bad Indians, page 5

Roy Cook Memorial Essay Contest
In honor of Roy Cook, educator, journalis and cultural historian Indian Voices
in conjunction with community supporters is organizing an Essay Contest
open to 6 grade through High School students in the San Diego.
More information will be forthcoming in the next issue of Indian Voices.
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Florida State University Seminole Louis Gopher
It’s easy to understand
why Louise Jones Gopher
is considered a living
legend.
Gopher, a former
director of education for
the Seminole Tribe of
Florida, was the first female
Seminole to earn a
bachelor’s degree when she
graduated from Florida
Atlantic University in 1970.
The Palm Beach Post named her one of
the 100 people who changed the way
Floridians live during the 20th century.
Gopher was inducted into the Florida
Women’s Hall of Fame. When she gave the
keynote address at Florida State University’s
fall semester commencement, she became
only the third member of the Seminole
Tribe to receive an honorary doctorate from
Florida State University.
“I thought I retired, but I’m always so
busy,” Gopher, 69, said during a telephone
interview. “Like all senior citizens, I seem to
have lots of doctor’s appointments.”
That comes with being diagnosed with
colon cancer, which Gopher was two years
ago. She endured chemotherapy treatments
last year. And in her own ways she says,
“They want to study my body for five
years.”
Gopher is a survivor. She was born in
1945 in a chickee — an open-sided thatchcovered structure with a wooden platform
for a floor — in a Seminole camp near Fort
Pierce. Her grandfather was DeSoto Tiger, a

Seminole leader and the first
murder victim of notorious
John “Swamp Bandit” Ashley,
a Prohibition-era gangster
based in the Everglades.
Most of her life has been
spent on the Brighton
Reservation, near
Okeechobee. It has a
population of about 500 and
is one of six Seminole
reservations in Florida.
She was forced to raise her two
daughters on her own after her husband,
Charlie Gopher, a Vietnam War veteran
suffering from Post-Traumatic Stress
Syndrome, committed suicide in the early
1970s. Today she also has three
grandchildren, who vie for her time and
attention.
Gopher has been dedicated to
preserving the Seminoles’ native languages,
Creek and Miccosukee. It has been a
challenge, she said, but most students in
the tribe’s schools can read and write their
native language, even if they are far from
fluent speaking it.
Andrew Frank, an FSU history professor
who teaches a course “History of the
Seminoles and the Southeastern Tribes,”
says Gopher is among the most influential
living members of the Seminole Tribe.
“When she speaks, everybody gets quiet
and listens. She has seen everything and
done everything,” he said. “I can’t think of
SEE Louise Gopher, page 12
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10-10-15: Demanding Justice, Building
Unity, Pushing Back on Shared Oppression
On October 10, 2015, I had the
unforgettable experience of traveling to
Washington, DC for the Justice or Else
gathering, 20th anniversary of the

Million Man March. In the months prior
to that, I was asked to be part of the
Natives and Latinos for justice planning
committee and I had the honor of
working with and meeting great
Native/indigenous, Black and Latino
leaders of our time. We spent hours on
conference calls, working out logistics
and strategy to build solidarity and
cohesion, to bring forth our specific
demands, solutions, and goals for justice
for our respective communities, and to
make sure our voices were heard. I
answered the call to service because I
understand the time is now—we must
join together in unity to demand change
and justice from the powers that be. I
wanted to go in person to DC to push
back and say, “enough.” The feeling in
the air was palpable – it was one of
determination, solidarity and fierce love
– I have never experienced anything like

AIWA- AMERICAN
INDIAN
WARRIORS
ASSOCIATION
All Military
Veterans Welcome.
William Buchanan, President
Call: 1-858-243-8715 cell

it before and probably never will again.
We brought many demands to the
table, and my small contribution was
demanding the elimination of Native
mascots and the
widespread
negative
misappropriation
(in sports,
education, mass
media) of
indigenous
peoples and
imagery. One of
the main goals of
the gathering was
to show how
people of color
worldwide are
fighting a common
enemy of colonial
domination and
white supremacy. Native Americans share
many common issues with other
communities of color; including but not
limited to racism, profiling, stereotypes,
and police brutality. These issues and
experiences are detrimental to us and
result in discriminatory social and
economic inequality. Stereotypes
contribute to maintaining colonial
oppression over our peoples, and an
entitlement to our land, bodies, and
resources. In addition to indigenous
holocaust, relocation, and removal,
Native Americans have been subject to
the same systems of colonial domination
that other people of color have and still
face.
Watching and witnessing the
ceremony at the Justice or Else gathering
was emotional and cathartic. Seeing
people get up and speak the straight
truth on such a huge platform was truly

AALEMAN & ASSOCATES
Henry Mendibles Associate

220 Sage Road
El Cajon, CA 92012
Email treefuzz@cox.net
619-593-1754

ALAN LECHUSZA AQUALLO
Shirley Murphy, President
Taspan Consulting
5457 Sycuan Rd.
El Cajon,CA
619-994-5796
www.taspan.org

an honor. The Native and Latino
presence in the program was powerful. A
grand entry and prayer kicked off the
gathering, and speakers included Chief
Ernie Longwalker, Hector Perez-Pacheco,
Chief Arvil Lookinghorse, Gyasi Ross,
and Yonasda Lonewolf, who also opened
with a powerful statement about unity,
stating that for Black, Brown, and Red,
“our common enemy is the same.” One
of the most inspiring moments for me
was when Minister Farrakhan spoke on
the detrimental misappropriation of
native identity, declaring that Native
Americans are not ‘redskins’, but human
beings. To me, that was a culminating
moment of years of hard work and vision
of so many elders, activists, youth and
leaders to elevate the erased American
Indian voice, onto the national platform.
Afterwards, we had a unity prayer and
circle dance and the elders spoke to us
about the importance of the day and the
work that is ahead of us.
I showed up in Washington, DC
Justice or Else on 10-10-15 to show
solidarity and walk the talk of unity.
Setting aside the petty divisions that have
kept people of color from consolidating
power and voice, I joined with my
brothers and sisters from all different
tribes, races and backgrounds; We went
to listen and learn, meet each other and
talk about the work that is left to be
done. I stood with countless other
fearless citizens, poets, religious leaders,
men, women, community organizers, and
warriors from around the world standing
up speaking truth to power. One thing I
learned that I will definitely pass on to

NCAI Conference
Continued from page 1

models. Native youth needs leadership to
navigate the rugged terrain they face
growing into adulthood. National Indian
Child Welfare Association (NICWA)

Elke W. Chenevey
Vice President
Financial Advisor
619/699-3707 (office)
619/758-3619 (fax)
NMLS #637220

Picture from Justice or Else of BBIA flag held
up by Seven Williams, activist and organizer.

my children is to not be afraid. Stand up
for yourself, for your people and speak
out when you see repeated patterns of
oppression going on unchecked. Not just
by oppressors but also by each other. We
also repeat and internalize systems and
patterns of oppression on one another
without even knowing it, and also
sometimes intentionally. It’s time to heal.
We need each other. We are all leaders,
and we all have the power to see our
commonalities instead of our differences.
We must choose to set aside division and
understand our interconnectedness. If we
don’t demand justice for ourselves and
each other, who will?
Maggie Hundley (Mvskoke)
Founding board member, NotYourMascots.org
Host of CommUNITY Talks on Success Native Style
Radio Network

president Gil Vigil addressed the issue of
teen suicide head-on, “Please take more
responsibility on the seriousness of this
issue.”
Consistent throughout the convention was the issue of the Native Vote.
Elected Body:
NCAI President:Brian Cladoosby,
Swinomish Indian Tribal Community
NCAI 1st Vice President: Randy
Noka, Councilman Narrangansett Tribe
NCAI Secretary:Aaron Payment,
Chairperson, Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of
Chippewa Indians
NCAI Treasurer: W. Ron Allen,
Chairman, Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe
(For more detailed info see 2015
Convention Recap Newsletter which can
be found on the NCAI.org website and.
“Voting Shuffle” on the NCAI channel
on youtube.com/user/NCAI1944

WEALTH BUILDERS NETWORK

Black Phone Records
Native Scholar Performer
Composer Phd
(Luiseno/Maidu)

is truly about helping people to be Educated of
how to Acquire TRUE WEALTH, Free Silver, Gold
Platinum Coins, and Digital E-Currency!

Advocate for Native Youth
and Scholarships
alan@blackphonerecords.com

Go to:
• http://www.wbnes.biz
• http://wbnes-fuelcoins.weebly.com
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Black Path Commentary: Critical Analysis on Culture, Community, & Struggle

(Purpose), Kuumba (Creativity), and Imani
(Faith)., (Karenga, 2008).

of ourselves; to our right and responsibility
to speak our own special cultural truth in a
multicultural world; and to the practice
and promotion of Kwanzaa’s essential
principles, the Nguzo Saba, the Seven
Principles of Black Community
Development which are the nucleus and
fulcrum on which the holiday is founded,
evolves and remains steadfast as a
significant part of Black culture and life in
the best of it its manifestations.
The following is a selection from Dr.
Karenga’s seminal works on the holiday
Kwanzaa: A Celebration of Family,
Community, & Culture. University of San
Kore Press, Los Angeles CA.

First, Kwanzaa was created to reaffirm
and restore our rootedness in African
culture. Therefore for current celebrants and
new celebrants; it is important to learn,
reinforce, internalize, and put in practice
the vision and values of Kwanzaa in the
interest of reaffirming family, community,
and culture in its best light. Secondly,
Kwanzaa was created to serve as a regular
communal celebration to reaffirm and
reinforce the bonds between us as a people.
It was designed to be an ingathering to
strengthen community and reaffirm
common identity, purpose and direction as a
people and a world community. Thirdly,
Kwanzaa was created to introduce and
reinforce the Nguzo Saba (the Seven
Principles.) These seven communitarian
African values are: Umoja (Unity),
Kujichagulia (Self-determination), Ujima
(Collective Workhand Responsibility),
Ujima (Cooperative Economics), Nia

with two or three of them. The election
process is loaded up with conflicts of
interests as the election supervisor’s direct
boss Lydia Brazon is a candidate, as is
elections committee chair Bob Lederer
and 5 other election committee members.
Unlike previous Pacifica elections
when candidates and interested parties
could observe vote counts held at local
community centers or at the stations
themselves, this year the ballots are being
counted at an unknown location,
possibly in Canada at Simply Voting’s
Montreal headquarters or possibly at the
Eugene, Oregon site to which ballots
have been returned. Neither the election
supervisor nor the voting company to
date have revealed where the ballot count

will be held or been willing to admit
observers, should any be found at or
were willing to travel to, the remote
location.
Infrastructural breakdowns at KPFK
continue at a staggering pace after the
station reduced its entire work force to
50% time and laid off its webmaster.
The station’s December fund drive was
scheduled to begin on Monday, but could
not because the station’s phones and
internal wifi broke down. First day
receipts on Tuesday came in at $17K, less
than the previous fund drive’s $19K daily
average. KPFK averaged $30,000 a day
only two years ago. The station’s archives
uploader has failed at least twice in the
last month, with several programs

permanently unavailable and others
painstakingly uploaded manually (only 1
of the last 24 hours of programming is
available at press time). On the website at
kpfk.org, the Sojourner Truth newsfeed is
broken, the site features the pledge
thermometer from the *last* fund drive
which concluded more than a month
ago, and few premiums are available for
online pledges. GM Radford announced
she was leaving town for the fund drive’s
beginning days in order to come to
Berkeley and “work at the national office”
for several days this week.
One frustrated former donor in San
Diego wrote in to say that the technical
mess is leading to subscriber losses.

Continued from page 2

1845. By 1900, there were only 20,000
Indians left in California.

For the Indians, however, it was the
end of the world. Their healthy lifestyles
were shattered, their beliefs denigrated,
their diets altered, their family system
torn apart, and their bodies ravaged by
filthy living conditions, European
diseases and forced labor. Most of all,
their spirits were crushed and they
became chronically depressed.
And they died. More Indians were
buried than were baptized at the
missions, and by the Indian population
decreased from 300,000 1769 to 200,000

The “Bad Indians”
Some missionaries were impressed by
the Indians’ docility and passivity.
Miranda quotes a friar: “They operate as
if they were a corpse ... When the
missionary desires to punish them, all
that is necessary is for them to prepare
themselves and they receive the strokes.”
On the other hand, hundreds of “bad
Indians” resisted conversion through
rebellion, murder, escape, and
dramatically low birth rates. They burnt

down Mission San Diego in 1775,
attacked Mission San Gabriel in 1785,
and destroyed Missions Santa Barbara
and Santa Ynes in 1824. The reasons
cited for the rebellions were physical
abuse by the friars and the rape of Indian
women by the Spanish soldiers.
In her research, Miranda relies on the
usual sources, but she also draws on old
wax cylinder recordings by ethnologists
such as J.P. Harrington, who interviewed
mission Indian survivors nearly 80 years
ago. She enters into surreal dialogues
with female ancestors and helps them
speak to us today.
Once Miranda establishes the legacy of

the missionary conquest of California in
her book, she traces her family’s
genealogy back to Mission San Carlos
near Monterey, Calif. She recounts their
stories and struggles as well as her own
traumatic childhood as the daughter of a
divorce and a violent, alcoholic father.
There is too much here to tell about. If
you are tired of the colonizers’ version of
the missions, you must read this book to
get, at long last, a view from below, from
the vanquished, the conquered. It will be
a satisfying experience
.

The Vision and Value of Kwanzaa: Insights,
Principals and a Practice of Coming Back to Black
by Min. Tukufu Kalonji

As we approach the
49th annual celebration
of Kwanzaa, it is of
necessity to engage in
discussion on this
beautiful Afro American
and Pan African holiday.
Kwanzaa was created in
1966 by Dr. Maulana Karenga, an activistscholar who emphasizes the crucial need
to protect, constantly regenerate and
advance Afro American culture. Moreover,
Kwanzaa speaks to our profound
commitment to self-determination; to
cultural reaffirmation and the celebration

The Pimping of
Peoples Radio
Berkeley, CA – Long-time alternative
health host Gary Null announced on
WBAI’s air yesterday that there was a
strong possibility he would soon be filing
significant litigation against Pacifica
Radio.
The troubled board elections continue
until January 4th in the New York, Los
Angeles and Houston signal areas, with
results expected from Berkeley later this
week. The election has been, to put it
bluntly, a mess and complaints continue
to roll in from subscribers who either
can’t get ballots at all or have ended up

Bad Indians

This stress on the Nguzo Saba was at
the same time an emphasis on the
importance of African communitarian
values in general, which stress family,
community and culture and speak to the
best of what it means to be African and
human in the fullest sense. And Kwanzaa
was conceived as a fundamental and
important way to introduce and reinforce
these values and cultivate appreciation for
them.
In closing, let us engage this beautiful
African celebration and not only celebrate
it for the seven days of the holiday but to
strive for embracing and practicing its core
values; the Nguzo Saba, for every day of
the forth coming year!
Min. Tukufu Kalonji is Founder of Kawaida African
Ministries,For info contact @ tkalonji@hotmail.com

Mark R. Day is a former Franciscan friar and the
author of Forty Acres: Cesar Chavez and the
Farmworkers. mday700@yahoo.com

Native American Artist
TR Whitefox
Kiowa Tribe of Oklahoma
760-638-0580
Email: redroxwhitefox@yahoo.com
Roll Number:

KO4908
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To improve the quality of life of those who recognize
themselves and choose to be recognized by others
as “Indigenous Peoples of Color of the Americas”
and in support of The American Indian Rights and
Resources Organization (AIRRO).

Phil Fixico ... Black Seminole Maroons and San Diego World Beat
Center Come Together at the Compton Library
Each year a celebration of
Native American Heritage
Month takes place at the
Compton Library, 240 W.
Compton Blvd., Los Angeles.
The library organizes a
presentation under the
direction and supervision of
Librarian Rose Mitchell. On
November 28 a celebration of
Black Seminole Maroon in the
Western Hemisphere was
presented by Phil “Pompey
Brunner” Fixico, Seminole

Maroon Descendant. He
shared the details of his
official trip to Surinam. This
free and public event
brought together a lively
cross section of community
members and opened up a
cultural dialogue that will
surely be continued. Makeda
Dread, Director of the World
Beat Center in San Diego
introduced the WBC and
participated in the open
dialogue.

Makeda Dread and Phil Fixico
bringing Indigenous forces
together.

Dr. Jack D. Forbes: Sovereignty, and Black Indians
by William Loren Katz

Dr. Jack D. Forbes of PowhatanRenape, Lenape and Cherokee ancestry
started the first Native American Studies
Department in the country in 1969 at
UC Davis. He went on to win awards for
his probing studies of Native American
History; taught in England and Holland
and lectured widely from Canada to
Japan, and Europe to the United States;
and he wrote brilliantly on the relations
between Native Americans and African
Americans.
A few years before his death in 2011
at 77 we met on the airwaves during a
lengthy Native American Radio
broadcast discussing Black Indians in
Native American history.
The program host brought up the
legal efforts of leaders of the Seminole

Nation and the Cherokee Nation to
expel their African American members
under the right of sovereignty. Dr.
Forbes spoke forcefully and to the point.
African Americans “are our brothers and
sisters,” he insisted. As members they
also helped build and defend Indigenous
Nations, and were staunch allies in war.
Dr. Forbes address the sovereignty
issue by first affirming its critical
importance in dealing with the United
States. He then added: “Sovereignty does
not trump justice, history or simple
fairness.” “It does not allow New Jersey,
New Mexico or any other state to legally
discriminate against its citizens because
of their race, color, religion or anything
else.” That said it all.
I included his clear summary of the
issue in last chapter (P. 236) of the 2012
revised edition of my Black Indians: A
Hidden Heritage.

Peaché Photo Memories
Friendly caring service for all your advertising needs
We capture the memories so you won’t ever forget. We cover
product advertisements, conventions, conferences, company
events, golfing fundraisers, headshots for company directories,
red carpet events, holiday parties, birthday, anniversaries, on
land or at sea and construction inspections.

619-697-4186 Office
619-549-0968 Contact
http://peache-1.smugmug.com
peachephotos@cox.net
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NEWS from the Northeast
by Marc Snelling

November’s federal election in Canada
saw record breaking participation from
First Nations, Inuit and Metis
communities. In all 54 indigenous
candidates ran for office, 10 of whom
were elected. Aboriginal turnout
skyrocketed with some reserves seeing as
much as a 270% increase in voters.
Elections Canada tried a new pilot
program in the 2015 election setting up
polling locations at Native Friendship
Centers and University campuses.
Several leaders encouraged the
unprecedented turnout. Assembly of
First Nations (AFN) chief Perry
Bellegarde at first said he would not be
voting in the election. Later he changed
his position after meeting with First
Nations elders, leaders, citizens and
young people, saying “I will vote in this
federal election in support of a
government committed to closing the
gap between First Nations people and
Canadians”.
Others were more specific in their
voting recommendations. Ashley
Callingbull, recent Miss Universe winner
of Enoch Cree First Nation, vowed to
use her platform for change. The first

public event she attended as Miss
Universe was a fundraiser for Missing
and Murdered Indigenous Women
(MMIW). On her second day as Miss
Universe she took to the press in a call
to Canadians to vote, and vote for
anyone but the former government led
by Stephen Harper. Facing immediate
criticism she did not back down, saying
“Did you really think I was going to just
sit here and look pretty?”
All the indigenous candidates in the
election ran in ridings identified by AFN
as potential swing ridings. Several
ridings saw major upsets of Harper’s
governing Conservative Party. Former
Aboriginal Affairs Ministers Bernard
Valcourt was ousted in his riding of
Madawaksa-Restigouche, which includes
the Listuguj Mi’gmaq community. In
Northern Manitoba 11,000 new voters
came to the polls. “I believe that Mr
Harper, when he was prime minister,
awoke a sleeping giant in our people,
and that giant is awake.” Said Grand
Chief Shiela North Wilson of Manitoba
Keewatinowi Okimakanak.
The actions of the sitting government
during its last five year term drew
concern from First Nations communities
and several protests organized by Idle
No More and other groups. Bill C-51 in
particular, an anti-terrorism law passed
in 2015, seemed targeted at

closing the gap in funding
environmental and First
for education and
Nations activists. Dubbed
healthcare between First
the ‘Secret Police Bill’
Nations and other
included provisions to
Canadians.
disrupt groups and make
Among the ten elected
pre-emptive arrests. Many
indigenous candidates,
felt it was aimed directly at
eight belong to the Liberal
the Wet’suwet’en people in
Party of Canada and two
British Columbia (BC) who
to the New Democratic
have refused to allow the
Party (NDP)
Energy North Pipeline to
Robert Falcon-Ouelette –
elected in Winnipeg-Centre
Liberal
pass through their land.
with 56% of vote
• Yvonne Jones (Inuit) Bill C-51 and Harper
Labrador
government support for
• Michael McLeod (Métis) pipeline projects to the Pacific coast
Northwest Territories
resulted in a surge of voter turnout, and
• Vance Badawey (Métis) - Niagara
collapse of Conservative support in
Centre, Ontario
British Columbia. Despite the fact that 4
• Robert-Falcon Ouellette (Cree) million more Canadians voted in this
election, 100,000 fewer people cast their Winnipeg Centre, Manitoba
• Don Rusnak (Anishinaabe) ballots for Harper’s government in BC.
Thunder Bay-Rainy River, Ontario
Every riding that includes Pacific
• Hunter Tootoo (Inuit) - Nunavut
coastline elected NDP or Green Party
• Dan Vandal (Métis) - Saint Bonifacecandidates.
Saint Vital, Manitoba
The NDP called for the repeal of Bill
• Jody Wilson-Raybould
C-51, $57 million in funding for
(Kwakwaka’wakw) - Vancouver
language revitalization and the
Granville, B.C.
establishment of a commission to
NDP
investigate the cases of missing and
• Georgina Jolibois (Dene) murdered indigenous women within 100
Desnethé-Missinippi-Churchill River,
days of taking office. Other key election
Saskatchewan
issues included adopting the Principles
• Romeo Saganash (Cree) - Abitibiof Reconciliation identified by the Truth
Baie-James-Nunavik--Eeyou, Quebec
and Reconciliation Committee, and

35th Annual WorldBeat Kwanzaa: Liberation Through Purification
by Makeda Ori Cheatom

This year the theme for Kwanzaa,
Martin Luther King Day and Black
History Month is dedicated to health
challenges for people of color. We have
invited Queen Afua, an internationally
renowned wellness advocate for Kwanzaa
on December 29th and 30th from 6pm10pm. Her certifications include Holistic
Health Practitioner, Colonic Therapist,
Yoga Instructor and Fasting Specialist.
Queen Afua is a best selling author with
over 35 years of experience. This sister
has lectured globally and check this out,
she served as a consultant to NASA, and
provided lifestyle coaching to celebrities
including my girl Erykah Badu and my
man, Stevie Wonder and brother Ben
Vereen. Queen Afua is based in Brooklyn,
NY and has developed wellness programs
that have been clinically approved by
prestigious doctors.
Queen has educated and empowered
thousands to heal thyself holistically.
Queen Afua is on a humanitarian mission
to establish a global nation of wellness
that will reach and empower the people
to achieve wellness through holistic
health and well being as a lifestyle.
Queen Afua has written several holistic
books which are a must for your
bookshelf including The City of
Wellness: Restore Your Health Through
the Seven Kitchens of Consciousness,
Heal Thyself for Health and Longevity,
Sacred Woman: A Guide to Healing the
Feminine Body, Mind, & Spirit,

Overcoming An Angry Vagina: Journey to
Womb Wellness, Man Heal Thyself and
her latest book, Circles of Wellness: A
Guide to Planting, Cultivating, and
Harvesting Wellness. Try to get at least
one of these books and get ready for
Queen Afua’s 21 Day Detox Program for
a New Year, New You.
Our health is our wealth. Your holistic
health is important for you, your family,
your community and your planet. Queen
Afua says “this wellness guide is a
formula for gaining a vibrant, healthy,
living for all humanity and our global
circles.” So bring yourself, your family,
your neighbor, your friends and the
community.
We all know the late poets saying “the
revolution will not be televised”, well he
was right, it won’t. “The revolution is
healing. In order to change the world,
that change must first take place within
us ... we will experience self liberation
allowing us to collectively combat
external opposition ... Heal
Thyself..Hotep!” says Supa Nova Slom,
Queen Afua’s son, Holistic Hip Hop
Medicine Man.
Surveys say, that African American
men are 30% more likely to die from
heart disease and 1.4 times as likely to
have new cases of lung and prostate
cancer and 2.4 times as likely to die from
prostate cancer. African American women
are 10% less likely to have been
diagnosed with breast cancer, however
they are 36% more likely to die from
breast cancer. Black Americans have more

asthma than any racial or ethnic group in
America. Surveys also show that 13.2%
of all African Americans aged 20 years or
older have diagnosed diabetes and are
2.1 times more likely to die from
diabetes. Blacks are up to 2.5 times more
likely to suffer a limb amputation and up
to 5.6 times more likely to suffer kidney
disease than other people with diabetes.
Globally around 3.2 million deaths every
year are attributable to complications in
diabetes; that’s 6 deaths every minute. In
addition, African American men and
women make up 69.3% of the
overweight or obese population in the
United States. WHO reports that disease
burden will increase to 60% by the year
2020; heart disease, stroke, depression,
cancer will be the largest contributors.
So family, brothers and sisters again
we have to save ourselves by planning
our own personal liberation. Get out of
your box and move forward. Queen Afua
says it’s Liberation Through Purification!
Do not despair because knowledge is
power and it’s time to make better
choices. Learn to identify that which
brings toxicity to your body, mind and
spirit. We have to detox from unhealthy
relationships, emotions like rage, anger
and revenge. It doesn’t happen in one
day, it takes time. The WorldBeat Family
and Positive Hope, our holistic non-profit
will be building a wellness center for low
income communities based on Queen
Afua’s principles.
Again, don’t miss this chance to turn
your life around to a Circle of Wellness

on December 29th and 30th during
Kwanzaa at WorldBeat Center. WorldBeat
Center will host Kwanzaa on 26th with a
snippet of “the Lion King” and a hip hop
performance by the Junkyard Dance
Crew, 27th with Jazz legend, Azar
Lawrence, 28th feat The Johnson Project,
and Queen Afua on the 29th and 30th
with music by harpist Mariea Antoinette
Hackley and Jazz great, Azar Lawrence.
Each night will begin at 6pm and will be
opened by community ambassadors
Tufuku Kalonji and Johnnierenee Nia
Nelson. Also throughout the week, we
will be giving away heirloom seeds and
will be talking the African miracle plant,
gynura procumbens that has been said to
said to be effective on Type 2 Diabetes
and has proven to lower blood glucose
on type 1 diabetes as well. Gynura is said
to be an anti viral and anti-inflammatory
herb it has the ability to help regulate not
only the blood glucose, but also blood
pressure and cholesterol levels.

619-772-2054
www.SouthBayAmbassadorProgram.org
Youth Ambassadors need to reside in the
areas of Coronado, National City, Bonita,
Chula Vista, Imperial Beach, Otay Mesa, or
San Ysidro. Other areas outside of these
will be considered on a case by case basis.
We are looking for adult volunteers who
believe in the empowering of youths and
have some time, ability, and/or resources
to help.
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AMERICAN INDIAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Native American Heritage Month Luncheon & Warriors Awards Presentation
November 20, 2015 • Disney’s Grand Californian Hotel, Anaheim California
Anthony Pico was one of many
awardees. He made an impassioned
speech to the attentive audience about
the sustainability of our culture. Anthony
Pico of the band of Kumeyaay Indians is
currently Chairman of the California
Native American Adult Treatment
Committee which is working with the
Southern California Tribal Chairmans
Association to create a healing center
for those suffering from substance
abuse addictions. Chairman Pico has
been researching childhood trauma
which he considers the most important
issue facing Native American today.
Lean more online www.acesstudy.com
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San Diego Health Council Honors the Military,
Veterans and Their Families at Barona
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Mini-Grants Offered to Groups that Encourage Residents to go by Bike
Applications accepted through
January 22
National Bike Month may be six
months away, but SANDAG is gearing
now up – offering $3,000 grants to fund
programs and projects that promote
biking as a viable transportation choice
in San Diego County.
Through its iCommute and GO by
BIKE programs, SANDAG is
encouraging a wide variety of groups to
apply for the mini-grants, including
local government agencies; communitybased and nonprofit organizations;
colleges and universities; business
improvement districts; main street
associations; and chambers of
commerce.
The grants help support a key goal
of SANDAG – to encourage people to
ride more for everyday trips, including
work, play, and practical purposes.
There are more than 1,340 miles of

bikeways throughout the region.
SANDAG and local governments are
actively adding new segments to the
network – making it easier and easier to
choose to ride.
These mini grants are available to
groups that sponsor or host events that
educate or encourage people to
commute by bike. Eligible activities
include:
• Community rides
• Bike scavenger hunts
• Guided bike tours
• Bike maintenance and safety classes
• Bike-to-business promotions in
neighborhood business districts
• Bike-to-work or bike-to-campus
events
• Campaigns or contests that promote
bike riding
• Bike valets at bike-related
community events

A total of $30,000 is available to
fund GO by BIKE mini-grants.
Applications will be accepted through
Jan. 22, 2016 at 5 p.m. The funds will
be awarded by February 19, 2016.
To be eligible, activities must take
place between April 1 and June 15,
2016.
Complete details on eligibility,
reporting requirements, evaluation and
selection criteria, and timelines are
available on the Bike Month web page.
About SANDAG
The San Diego Association of Governments
(SANDAG) is the San Diego region’s primary public
planning, transportation, and research agency,
providing the public forum for regional policy
decisions about growth, transportation planning
and construction, environmental management,
housing, open space, energy, public safety, and
binational topics. SANDAG is governed by a Board
of Directors composed of mayors, council
members, and supervisors from each of the
region’s 18 cities and the county government.

In Memory Of John Trudell
Building Healthy Habits for a Healthy Life

2/15/1946 - 12/8/2015

Native American Alcatraz swimmers return home to help others eat healthy and exercise
Native
Americans
from South
Dakota,
Washington
and
California,
and South
End Rowing
Club (San
Francisco)
support
swimmers,
celebrate the
completion of
their Oct. 19. 2015 swim from Alcatraz Island to the SERC. The swim was the last event of the
Photo Credit: Colin Gift
eight-day PATHSTAR Alcatraz Swim Week (Oct. 11-19) in San Francisco.

Exactly Who’s In Charge of City Schools
Should there be a clear delineation
between management and the union?
What happens when there is no more us
and them? The question becomes,
“Whose house is it?” There was a time
when the CEO of school systems set the
tone for how things would run in the
schools and in the central office. The
CEO was the head of the household and
the union bosses tried to their best to stay
up with or outsmart the true big boss.
Today it appears that the union is
running the schoolhouse. School
administrators, who try to move their
school’s performance, find that any effort
to hold teachers accountable or chart a
strong path for student progress are
pounced on by the union and are being
told to reverse their direction even
though the charted direction would
benefit the students and the students’
performance. Keep the union happy
becomes the new roadmap!
So who is really in charge? Should area

superintendents, HR personnel and the
CEO fear the Union? Should teachers be
allowed to be evaluated just once every
five years? Doesn’t that allow teachers, for
four of the five years, to do whatever they
want or avoid doing what is expected of
them by the schoolhouse principal? Why
does it appear that teachers want to do
less work that teachers did when you and
I were in school? Should principals have
to compromise what they know is right
simply because they fear that they will
not be backed by the system’s central
office, Human Resources, and the CEO?
Who is holding anyone accountable? Do
results matter? Why is the school system’s
academic performance data so bad? Is
anyone looking? Does anyone care? How
long can we go along just to get along?
And where is the School Board on this?
Are they afraid of holding the CEO
accountable? Is the CEO afraid of the
union? Exactly who is in charge?
– from “A Concerned Educator”

When a man devotes his entire life to better the lives of others and
stand for their rights ... this is a different kind of “Warrior”.
He uses the intellectual to help connect to the emotional side of life.
He stands as a conscience to all. His whole fiber is woven from a blanket of Humanity & Morality
that embraces all who were touched by his words. It is this gift that made him a part of all our
families, and all of our tomorrows ... making sure that history cannot LIE anymore.
For this reason we honor John Trudell and say

“Thank You”

Authentic California Native American
Artifacts and Custom Jewelry
Contact for more information

619-419-4620
Adam A. Rodriguez
Juaneno Band of Mission Indians
abelrodriguez93@yahoo.com

Welcome to Kumeyaay.com
This web site is dedicated to the promotion and preservation
of the Kumeyaay culture. Kumeyaay.com tells the story from
the Kumeyaay perspective, and is the premiere source for
Kumeyaay Indian information.
Visit us at: kumeyaay.com
Email: larry@kumeyaay.com
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You Are Your Best Healer
by Esmeralda La Chupaflor

Ever since the beginning of time our
ancestors have been using roots and
herbs as natural remedies and probably
our pain threshold was a lot stronger
then. We must enjoy the multitudes of
our Creators gifts. Let us assist our Earth
with a helping hand and let us pray that
it continues to provide abundant
resources for our many ailments. Do
what you love, live life to the fullest,
have a positive mental attitude, love one
another and have a humble holistic
approach. Our temples are the most
sacred! Start by discarding all of those
pharmaceutical and synthetic prescribed
drugs! Take a deep breath, smile and
stretch! Then do an internet search for
your local farmers’ market. Local farms,
especially Southern California, can
provide a vast array of organically
delicious and beneficial veggies, fruits,
and herbs. And government assistance
programs provide good deals for
shopping at local farmers markets.
To help you get started with this
better lifestyle change you may also
Garden Unidos Delightful Recipe
by Esmeralda La Chupaflor

Consuelo’s Vegan Chocolate Cake
Ingredients:
1 ½ Cups of Unbleached Flour
1 Cup Packed Brown Sugar
¼ Cup of Baking Cocoa
¼ of Cacao Chips
1 TSP Baking Soda
½ TSP Salt
1/3 Cup of Coconut Oil
1 TBSP of lemon juice
1 TSP Vanilla Extract

Are You Interested
in Solar Panels?

incorporate some Yoga and/or Tai Chi
into your daily routine and I promise,
you will be amazed by your renewed
energy and contentment! In addition to
Yoga, massage can really help relieve
body aches and even emotional pains.
Or if this change in weather is
challenging your immune system, give it
a boost with some proper rest and some
mint or lemon grass tea. How about
putting a stop to the suffering of
insomnia with a combination of exercise,
a healthy diet, and some infused
cannabis oil and chamomile tea.
Another great remedy I’d like to share is
a poultice of comfrey or corn silk, which
can relieve burns, bites, swelling and
sores. And my favorite panacea of all is a
good homemade bowl of soup, the more
veggies and herbs the better. For
breakfast, lunch or dinner; I am always
up for a delicious bowl of “sopita”,
especially when flavored with some spicy
and healing chili peppers. Remember to
love and have faith in yourself, and let
the food and herbs that nourish you!
Seize the Day! Aho!
1 cup of Strong brewed Coffee @ room
Temperature
Combine the 1st 5 ingredients and lightly
folding them together. Stir in the last of the
ingredients until the batter is smooth. Bake
@350 degrees for 25-30 minutes or until a
toothpick inserted comes out nice and
clean. Let cake sit for 5 min. Let it cool on
wooden cutting board. You may add a
simple orange vanilla glaze or sprinkle
powdered sugar on top. Vegan, Light, and
delicious! Let Food Nourish You! Aho!

Cool Kids Corner
Pinky (Zirin), call me
619-534-2435 or email me
Coolkidscorner@gmail.com

I had a wonderful
time at the Spiritual Storm Native
American Flute Circle in Oceanside at
the Historic San Luis Rey Bakery
(Home of the Luiseno Mission
Indians).
The flute music and drumming
was great. They meet every third
Sunday of the month. Rob and
Margie had many guests who
entertained us with their flute music.
Rob played my Uncle Riply’s flute.
The picture is in front of a Star
Blanket specially made for Margie by
one of her traditional friends.
Afterwards we stayed for dinner and

listened to Mel Vernon and his rockin
band.
I have also signed up for Culture
Clash Hip Hop dance classes in Old
Town.
I go once a week and am having fun
meeting new friends.

Do you have extra land?
Are you a compassionate person?
Do you care about the environment?
Let us cultivate your land. We are a
group of honest farmers that believe in
the regeneration of climate change
through organic small farming. Help us
build sustainable gardens!
We are in need of land to grow crops
to share amongst the communities, at

local farmers markets, and most
importantly repairing “pachamama”.
Please give us a call or email me Garden
Unidos (760) 213-0345
esmeraldalachupaflor@gmail.com
Together, Unidos, we may make a
difference!

630-7663 and ask for Esmeralda and
mention the Indian Voices sent you!

Pierro, Solar, Roofing, and
Construction can execute your next
home improvement and help you design
it. We would love to help you save
money at the best price available in all
of southern California. Please Call (760)
• Live streaming worldwide 24/7:
www.palatribe.com or the TuneIn.com
app for i-Phone or Android
• National Native News M-F 10a and noon
• Native America Calling live at 10a M-F
• Pala Today local news and events M-F
at noon
• Native music block Saturday mornings
7:30-10
• Rez Radio Reggae nightly 7-8p
• Old Time Radio shows from the 1930’s,
40’s and 50’s nightly at midnight and
Sunday afternoons.
• Rez Radio music mix of classic rock, country, soul, blues,
native and reggae 20 hours daily.

CONTACT US AT 91.3@PALATRIBE.COM TO SUBSCRIBE TO OUR
FREE PROGRAMMING CALENDAR AND DAILY E-NEWSLETTER
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My Hero a True Hmong Woman and Her Legacy May Ying Mary M. Yang
by Yvonne-Cher Skye

It is with deepest sympathy that we
announce the passing of an amazing
woman who surpassed the expectations
of a woman in her own society and the
world at large in the opinion of this
reporter. Once you have read her story,
it is in with the hope that you are willing
to take some of her story and integrate
into your own life to make a positive
impact in your world. It is in
collaboration with her children that the
personal information is set forth in this
article. A brief explanation from a social
scientist perspective of the Hmong
culture and their past to build an
understanding of the life and choices of
which she made to ensure the well-being
and financial future of her children.
There are an estimated six to seven
million Hmong living in the world today.
Hailing from the mountains of South
China, Thailand, North Vietnam and

Environmental Health Coalition Welcomes
Two Members to Board of Directors
President of San Diego City College,
journalist join quest for
environmental justice
SAN DIEGO, CA – Environmental
Health Coalition (EHC) announces the
addition of Dr. Anthony Beebe and Brent
Beltrán to its board of directors. The two
bring substantial experience in
education, culture and activism to the
organization dedicated to achieving
environmental and social justice in the
San Diego/Tijuana region.
Dr. Anthony E. Beebe, the president
of San Diego City College, has a deep
commitment to students and their
achievements, leading him to San Diego
Community College District’s flagship
institution in 2014. Beebe recognizes the
critical role of social justice in education
and dedicates himself to reaffirming City
College’s duty as a place that welcomes
and respects all citizens regardless their
race, religion or sexual orientation.
Brent E. Beltrán spearheads the
column Desde la Logan for the San

forced to live an
solitary life, following
various taboos to
ensure his safety and
expedient return to
her. Everyday she
prayed for his safe
return. He did return,
and their family
bloomed and were at
peace until yet again
his career called him
away from his family.
Forced to flee from
Laos after the United
States pulled out of
Viet Nam, she had to
bring her children and
their cousins with her
to a Thailand refugee
camp wherein people
died from starvation
and illness. Of which
her immediate family

Laos, many were forced
to vacate after helping
the United States in the
Viet Nam Conflict.
(The refugees that have
lived through it – call it
War of which will be
referred to from this
point forward). The
woman of whom we
are honoring in this
article came from Laos,
and her life was
especially affected by
the War. As a youthful
bride of 17, her
husband as a military
man was called to
battle. Soon thereafter,
he was declared
missing, in actuality he
was forced to fight for
the opposite side. For
five long years she was

Diego Free Press with his passion for
equality in San Diego’s most urban
communities. Beltrán’s special interest in
arts and culture led to curating and
organizing dozens of art exhibits and
cultural events in Barrio Logan. Beltrán
plays a vocal role his neighborhood,
serving as vice chair on the newly
formed Barrio Logan Community
Planning Group.
Comprised of community members,
environmental and public health experts
and representatives from allied
organizations, EHC’s board of directors
governs the 35-year old, National Citybased organization.
For more information on
Environmental Health Coalition and its
staff, board members and work in San
Diego/Tijuana, please visit
www.environmentalhealth.org.
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH COALITION: Founded in
1980, Environmental Health Coalition (EHC) builds
grassroots campaigns to confront the unjust
consequences of toxic pollution, discriminatory
land use, and unsustainable energy policies. Visit
us online at http://www.environmentalhealth.org/.

The Mayors Challenge
December 9th 2015 the City of Las
Vegas Mayor Carolyn Goodman honored
community partners and veterans at a
beautiful gala at the Smith Center for
Performing Arts located in Downtown
Las Vegas. The venue was magnificent.
The Mayors Challenge was a national call
to action announced in 2014 by First
Lady Michelle Obama. The cities of Las
Vegas, Henderson, North Las Vegas,
Boulder City and Mesquite, as well as
Clark County, have been recognized for
meeting that goal. Along with our
agenda was a letter from the First lady
thanking Las Vegas for all its hard work
and leadership concerning veteran
homelessness. “Our cities have truly
come together on this issue”, stated
Councilwoman Anita Wood of North Las
Vegas. It was a moving event. As Mayor
Andy A. Hafen of Henderson spoke you
could see the emotion in his face. A
standing ovation was given as 3 veterans,
which are now doing well and off the
streets, spoke to the crowd about the
help they received. It was an honor to
work with the Nevada Homeless Alliance

Louise Gopher
Continued from page 3

Law Office of Robert Ukeiley

ROBERT UKEILEY
255 Mountain Meadows Rd.
Boulder, CO 80302
Tel. 303.442.4033
Fax 866.618.1017
rukeiley@igc.org

were thankfully immune.
Once they were able to reach
America, her focus was on the role of a
military wife, and hostess to the
community, and doing social work as a
means to maintain a strong community
of Hmong away from their homeland. It
is for these reason as well as many more
that are not listed in this article, she is
being honored by her children, her
community and Americans who have
had their lives touched upon by this
amazing, miracle of a woman, a mother,
a sister, a daughter, a daughter-in-law,
and friend to all who knew her.
A memorial service to be held January
8, 9, 10, and 11, 2016 at:
Merced Fairgrounds Pavilion Building
900 Martin Luther King Jr. Way
Merced, CA 95340
Hmong Traditional 24 Hour Service
Ceremony rain or shine
Contact: Paula Yang daughter 917685-8879

anyone who has been more dedicated to
the betterment of her own community.”
Gopher also has been an ardent
supporter of the ongoing relationship
between her tribe and the FSU Seminoles.
She recalls attending a tribal council
session in Tampa in the early 2000s, when
FSU was being criticized for its school
nickname and the NCAA, the governing
body for intercollegiate athletics, was
pressuring the university to abandon the
Seminole mascot.
“I saw a lot of protesting on TV of the
Florida State mascot, but they weren’t from

Las Vegas Mayor Carolyn Goodman working
hard for Las Vegas homeless.

Continuum of Care committee to help
this goal become a reality.
my tribe; they were from other tribes,”
Gopher said. “That kind of pushed my
button.”
She was among those who lobbied to
make the relationship a formal written
partnership between the Seminole Tribe
and FSU, which then-FSU President T.K.
Wetherell helped facilitate. Gopher was not
able to attend the formal signing at Big
Cypress Reservation.
“It’s always been a positive relationship,”
Gopher said. “One of my neighbors, she
has a chain link fence and right now it’s
covered with Christmas lights. On the
main gate is a Seminole spear that says
FSU. I thought that was pretty neat.”
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NEWS from Las Vegas/Nevada
by Kena Adams

Brothers of the Sun Motorycle Club
The Brothers of the Sun Motorcycle
Club work with other charitable
organizations to help make a positive
difference in our community. We are
non-profit organization comprised of
motorcyclist enthusiasts and business
leaders dedicated to provide assistance
to fallen and injured motorcyclists,
disadvantaged youth and families, and
help coordinate relief to the sick,
homeless and elderly. We are a nationally
chartered, family-oriented, community
minded group of individuals that enjoy
any aspect of motorcycle fellowship.
The Brothers of the Sun MC have
been in existence for over forty-three
years, founded in 1973 in the city of
Compton Ca. We have collaborated
annually with the City of Compton in
their annual “Winter Wonderland
Christmas Toy Give Away” and “Veterans
Stand Down” event. We also collaborate
with the Los Angeles Department of
Public and Social Services each year for
“Adopt a Family” and Shields for
Families Inc. Transitional Shelter,

providing food,
clothing and toys
during the holiday
season. We have a
city block of families
that live directly
behind our Club
House, that are
provided with
Turkeys and Hams
during the holiday
seasons.
Thanksgiving dinner
is prepared by our members and
provided to any passerby that may be in
need of food and fellowship. Monthly,
our members go out and “Feed the
Homeless” with sack lunches. During
the winter season, we provide clothing
and blankets to individuals that are
struggling to keep warm. Our club
house is open to friends, family and
private individuals to use for meetings,
memorials, and festive events.
The Sisters of the Sun AUX MC are
the extension of the Brothers of the Sun

MC. The Sisters of the Sun AUX were
founded in 1975 to support the
purposes of the Brothers of the Sun MC.
Initially, the women that helped support
the Brothers of the Sun MC were the
wives and girlfriends of
these men. These
women supported by
organizing dinners and
picnics for the club.
The Brothers of the Sun
MC later formed The
Sisters of the Sun AUX
MC and gave the
women a voice and the
right to vote in the
club. Any women over
the age of 18years can
join, as long as they
meet the required eligibility

requirements. Regular meetings are held
to organize events, fund-raising and
address the needs of the club. We
operate by B.O.T.S. Constitution and
Robert Rules of Order and hold
positions, as like our Brothers. Though
it is not mandatory for the women to
have a motorcycle, we have many sisters
throughout the Sisters of the Sun AUX
MC existence that have ridden alongside
our brothers, continuing to support and
help when needed. The Sisters of the
Sun AUX MC are represented in 3 states
(California, Washington and
Pennsylvania) and 6 cities (Los Angeles,
San Diego, San Bernardino, Antelope
Valley, Seattle and York) providing
community service and support to our
communities.

Project INPUT 3rd Annual Xmas Pow Wow
Project INPUT is excited to have their
3rd Annual Christmas Pow wow in Las
Vegas December 19th & 20th. Project
INPUT Pow wow is an extension of the
Moapa Band of Paiutes Vocational
Rehabilitation located in Las Vegas and
the Moapa River Indian Reservation.
Project INPUT stands for Inspiring
Native People to Uplift Themselves. The
VR staff and pow wow committee has
worked very hard this year to make this
pow wow do just what it stands for;
uplift our Native people while teaching

the community about the Native culture
and the disabled population that reside
in Clark County. On behalf of the staff
and committee I look forward to seeing
you there to share some beautiful culture
and buy some handmade crafts for those
special someone’s in our lives.
Project INPUT 3rd Annual
Christmas Pow wow
953 E. Sahara (Commercial Center)
Las Vegas Roller Hockey Center
(702) 834-7376
December 19th & 20th 2015

Moapa Band
of Paiutes
Vocational
Rehabilitation

Project INPUT
1514 S. Maryland Parkway, Las Vegas, NV 89104
702 834-7376 office
1 855 834-7376 toll free
kadams@lvcoxmail.com

INSPIRING NATIVE PEOPLE

TO

UPLIFT THEMSELVES

Kena Adams
Las Vegas VR Couselor
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Honoring Our Native Culture
During National Native American
Heritage Month, we honor the
contributions of American Indian and
Alaska Native and Native Hawaiian
cultures, and their impact on the United
States. Native American heritage is a
cornerstone of American history. One
Native American I believe deserves
recognition is Sarah Winnemucca. She
worked tirelessly to ensure her tribe’s
well-being in Nevada and throughout
their lands in the greater west. As she
grew to learn more about the new
American culture, she embraced

nuanced traditions while maintaining
the Paiute’s core values. Her given name,
Thocmetony, which translates into shell
flower, not only represents her beauty,
but also her peaceful nature. Despite the
terror her tribe experienced being
pushed out of their homelands, Sarah
worked to maintain a peaceful
relationship between the Paiutes and
white settlers. She often aided in the
groups’ communication with one
another and became an integral part in
building their relationship.
Although Sarah Winnemucca

experienced adversity growing up, as an
adult, she became an interpreter for the
Bureau of Indian Affairs at Fort
McDermitt. She worked for the federal
government in part to bring light to the
grievances of her people. Later in her
career, she fought for the opportunity to
travel to the nation’s capital and
advocated on behalf of her tribe. She
went on to deliver more than 400
speeches supporting their efforts,
fighting against abuses and harsh
conditions her people were made to
endure.
Sarah Winenemucca worked fearlessly
for the people of her tribe her entire life.
She went on to tell her story and become
the first Native American woman to
publish an autobiography “Life Among

the Paiutes: Their Wrongs and Claims.”
Committed to educating Paiute children,
she also established the first school for
Native Americans in Lovelock, Nevada.
Sarah Winnemucca is a symbol of
tenacity, honor, and dedication. As a
trailblazer, she serves as a representation
of the values we hold closest as
Nevadans. Her story is one that
continues to inspire, and her impeccable
statue stands resolute in the United
States Capitol Building as a reminder of
her courage and commitment. Sarah
never believed her work had been fully
completed, so now it is our duty to
continue her legacy and remember the
impact of her contributions on our
country.

Las Vegas Black Image
Kimberly Bailey
Support our Media Sister
2412 Santa Clara Drive
Las Vegas, NV 89104

Call Francisa Rosales

4676 Market St. Ste. A-3, San Diego

CREEK FREEDMEN
DESCENDANTS SOUGHT
Muscogee Creek Indian Freedmen Band
is seeking the descendants of Creek
citizens placed on the
Creek Freedmen Roll from 1896 to 1915.

If your ancestors were on this roll,
write P.O. Box 6366,
Moore, OK 73153
for eligibility information.
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GREEN TRADING POST BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Rates: $30/month ($1 day) and complimentary
posting for paid display advertising.
Contact: yourgirlfriday3512@gmail.com or call
559-395-5488 to place your ad today.

CALIFORNIA
ADVOCACY
Alan Lechuza Aquallo
Advocate for Native Youth and Scholarships
alan@blackphonerecords.com
ATTORNEYS
Marshall Law PC
Daniel E.Marshall,Attorney at Law
619-993-5778 • marslawbmw@gmail.com
sandiegoevictionattorneys.com
BAKERY
Historic San Luis Rey Bakery
490 N. El Camino Real Oceanside, CA 92058
760-433-7242 • ww.sanluisreybakery.com
La Nueva Mexican Bakery
4676 Market St. Ste. A-3, San Diego, CA
619-262-0042
CARE GIVER
Private Duty– References
Terms to be discussed
619-504-2455 Ask for Liz
CLERICAL & ADMIN SUPPORT
Your Girl Friday International
Marketing, Operations & Promotional Services
• yourgirlfriday3512@gmail.com
CULTURE
Kumeyaay
www.kumeyaay.com • larry@kumeyaay.com
Worldbeat Cultural Center
619-230-1190

www.worldbeatculturalcenter.org
info@worldbeatculturalcenter.org
DRIVER
Driver for Hire
Clean DMV Class ABC
619-504-2455 Ask for Liz
FINANCIAL ADVISORS
Merrill Lynch / Elke Chenevey
Vice President & Financial Advisor
Office: 619-699-3707
Fax: 619-758-3619
FINANCIAL SERVICES
The Caddo Assets-Services
(C.A.S.H.) Community Development
Organization and div. Native American
Trade Information Office (T.I.O.) is a
non-profit based in Huntington Beach,
California 949-287-4687
HEALTH
Rady’s Children Hospital
San Diego, CA
800-869-5627 • www.rchsd.org
Regenerative Medicine Institute
www.regenerativemedicine.mx
San Diego American Health Center
2630 1st Avenue, San Diego, CA 92013
619-234-2158
HEALER-SHAMAN
Transitions / Vera A. Tucker
vtucker1212@gmail.com
619-987-0372

619-234-4753
www.indianvoices.net • rdavis4973@aol.com

HOUSEKEEPING
Cleaning, windows, floors
4 hours $80 - 8 hours $120
619-504-2455 Ask for Liz
INSURANCE
State Farm / Jack Fannin
1154 E. Main St. El Cajon, CA 92021-7157
619-440-0161 Business
619-440-0495 Fax
jack.fanninjroi@statefarm.com
www.jackfannin.com
Earthquake Insurances
www.EarthquakeAuthority.com
JEWELRY
Native and Energetic Jewelry
Facebook/Esmeralda La Chupaflor Creations
Living Tea and Brewing Co.
302 Wisconsin Ave, Oceanside, CA 92054
(760) 696-2376
MARKETING
Jahaanah Productions
Marketing, Media, Public Relations, Graphic
Design • 832-978-0939
NOTARY PUBLIC
Sis. Evon X. Nana
San Diego, CA 92113 • 619-549-5792
evonx@yahoo.com

Censored News
brendanorrell@gmail.com
RADIO
91.3PM Kopa
Pala Rez Radio
www.palatribe.com • 91.3@palatribe.com
RECOVERY
David “Wolf”Diaz, Pres. & Founder
Walk of the Warrior, A Non-Profit Corp.
Tel: 760-646-0074 • Cell: 310-866-7057
Fax:760-689-4907 www.walkofthewarrior.com
walkofthewarrior@yahoo.com
Peaceful Winds Sober Living
619-315-1288
REGALIA
Carla Tourville
Native Regalia Custom Design
Yokut Tule River Tribe
San Diego, CA • 619-743-9847
REPARATIONS
Mr. Peoples Reparations
200 N. Long Beach Blvd. Compton, CA
310-632-0577
RESTAURANT
Awash Ethiopian Restaurant
4979 El Cajon Blvd. San Diego,CA
619-677-3754

PHOTOGRAPHY
Peache Photo Memories
619-697-4186 office
619-549-0968 contact
www.peachephotomemories.com
peachephotos@cox.net

RETAIL – CLOTHING
Full Blood Apparel
P.O. Box 3101 Valley Venter, CA 92082
760-445-1141

PUBLISHERS
Blackrose Communications
111 South 35th St. San Diego, CA 92113

SOCIAL SERVICES
Tribal Tanf

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
San Diego Office 866-913-3725
Escondido Office 866-428-0901
Manzanita Office 866-931-1480
Pala Office 866-806-8263

NEVADA
ADVOCACY
Adams Esq.
Special Needs Children
500 N. Rainbow Blvd. Ste 300
Las Vegas, NV 89107
702-289-4143 Office • 702-924-7200 Fax
COMMUNITY
Native American Community Services
3909 S. Maryland Pkwy #205 Las Vegas, NV
89119-7500

NORTH CAROLINA
RETAIL - CLOTHING
Passion Island
832 Washington Plaza, Washington, NC
27889; 252-402-4700

OREGON
YOUR AD HERE
Your Ad Here
For $1 a day
Business or Personal!

TEXAS
HEALTH
The Circle: A Healing Place
Joanna Johnson, MSW, CFAS
Longview Behavioral Hospital
22 Bermuda Lane, Longbiew, Texas 75605
www.longviewhospital.com
www.oglethorpeinc.com
850-228-0777

Port of San Diego Opportunities
Apply online at www.
portofsandiego.org

ARE YOU A QUALIFIED HAIRDRESSER
WORKING ON A RESERVATION?
We are a supplier of leading brand professional hair products.
We supply only to Canadian First Nations and Native American Individuals
and tribal enterprises located on remote reservations.
Our organization will help set you up as one of our affiliate salons
at no cost to you.
This is a very good opportunity for those who meet our objectives.

For more information, contact me by e-mail: henry@hhenterprises.com

Indian Voices Media Project is grateful to
the American Indian Veterans Association for their
continued life-giving support.

Moontime calendar is a tool for all women young to elder,
to help harmonize with their natural rhythms.
13moontime@gmail.com
For advertising opportunities contact: BLACKROSE COMMUNICATIONS
Email: rdavis4973@aol.com • Website: www.IndianVoices.net • (619) 534-2435
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*Tribal TANF is a program for Native American families residing in San Diego County and select areas of
Santa Barbara County. One member of the household must be able to provide proof of ancestry with a
Federally Recognized tribe or provide proof of descendancy from the California Judgment Rolls.
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